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Malaga

Malaga is a strategic industrial area 
in the heart of Perth’s north-eastern 
growth corridor and sits within 
an established, well-connected 
transport and freight route.



Key statistics

to Perth Airport

to Fremantle Port
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commercial properties
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A strong history
Covering 660ha, Malaga is the City of Swan’s 
major industrial and commercial precinct, and 
largest employment centre. 

Since the mid-1970s, Malaga has evolved to 
accommodate 2,090 registered businesses and 
employ some 16,000 workers of which 20 per 
cent live in the City.

Strategically positioned
Malaga is 15 minutes from the Perth CBD, 
10 minutes from the interstate highway, 
15 minutes from Perth Airport, 18km from the 
Kewdale Freight Terminal and about 33km from 
Fremantle Port. 

The precinct is serviced by district roads; 
including Alexander Drive, Beach Road, Hepburn 
Avenue, Marshall Road and, primary roads; 
Reid Highway and Tonkin Highway.

Malaga can also be accessed from the Mitchell 
Freeway which allows for an efficient connection 
to other industrial and commercial precincts, 
and Greater Perth .

A future planned
The State Government is planning for the 
future of the City’s growing population with the 
construction and delivery of major infrastructure.

The completion of NorthLink WA – the extension 
of Tonkin Highway to Muchea – has created 
free-flowing travel north-south along the eastern 
boundary of Malaga, contributing to a safer and 
more efficient transport route, and increasing 
passing traffic. 

Existing upgrades along Reid Highway to the 
west will be complemented by the EastLink WA 
construction to the east of Malaga. 

With flyover upgrades at the existing crossroads 
of Altone Road, Drumpellier Drive and Middle 
Swan Road, Malaga will be at the intersection of 
east-west and north-south freight transport.

The Morley-Ellenbrook METRONET line is under 
construction from the Perth-Midland passenger 
rail line. As the line branches off from the 
Bayswater train station, it will include stations 
at Morley, Noranda, Malaga, Whiteman and 
Ellenbrook with a proposed train station at 
Bennett Springs. The line will be operational in 
late 2024 and on completion, the Malaga train 
station will improve employee movements to 
and from Malaga. 



The Malaga Station Precinct Structure Plan, 
by Metronet, will include transit-orientated 
residential and employment development 
opportunities within a 1km radius of the station.

The State Government’s establishment of a 
screen production facility in the Malaga station 
precinct will be a boon for the area, generating 
more jobs and likely attracting other business 
that feed into the facility.

Employment pool
Malaga is surrounded by established residential 
suburbs, and new residential subdivisions to the 
east and north-east. These suburbs are home to 
a good blend of young to middle-aged, blue and 
white-collar workers that businesses can draw on. 

In 2021, the employment catchment within a 
10km radius of Malaga was 373,380 people. 

Given the future urban area development being 
investigated north of Ballajura, Bennett Springs 
and Ellenbrook, the potential employment pool 
for Malaga is estimated to increase to about 
422,244 people by 2041. This will be supported by 
improved rail connectivity and the completion of 
road infrastructure improvements.

More than factories and 
warehouses
Being strategically located and surrounded by 
residential suburbs, Malaga is the premier bulky 
goods retail and service commercial precinct for 
Perth’s north-east corridor. 

A retail needs analysis in 2011 showed that almost 
20 per cent of retail turnover in the City could be 
attributed to spending in the homemaker retail 
sector in Malaga. As the home goods retailer 
presence has increased in the 13 years since the 
study, this share of turnover has likely expanded.

Business types are diverse, with the following 
industries strongly represented: 

•	 Manufacturing
•	 Construction 
•	 Wholesale trade
•	 Retail trade
•	 Professional
•	 Scientific and technical services
•	 Rental, hiring and real estate services. 

Together, these businesses employ about 70 per 
cent of Malaga’s working population. The largest 
industry sectors in Malaga are manufacturing 

and construction, accounting for almost 35 per 
cent of businesses.

Being a strategically positioned commercial/
industrial precinct that offers business-grade 
internet connectivity via the nbn Business 
Fibre Zones, four data centre and hosting 
service providers have established themselves 
in Malaga – Next DC, Fujitsu, Hostaway and 
Interactive. These centres have put Malaga in a 
strong position in the digital and cloud era.

Competitive costs
Rents and asset values in Malaga are 
competitive with other major industrial and 
commercial precincts. 

In 2022, average industrial land prices ranged 
from $440 to $600 per sqm for lots between 
1,000sqm and 3,560sqm. Prime warehouse rents 
tended to be between $100 per sqm and $140 
per sqm. Large format retail rents range from 
$180 to $235 per sqm.

The opportunities
Development – there are vacant sites in the 
established precinct. Additionally, being a 
commercial and industrial area that was 
established over 40 years ago, there are several 
redevelopment opportunities. 

Malaga’s new train station will deliver 
opportunities for developers in the Malaga 
station precinct to provide a mix of residential, 
commercial and retail space for businesses 
to service commuter traffic and the growing 
catchment population. 

There are also opportunities in lower-density 
dwellings surrounding the station precinct which 
are being investigated for urban development.

Retail – opportunities still exist in bulky goods 
and large-format retailing. Many retailers have 
already established a presence in Malaga and 
there is still room for more, with several large 
undeveloped sites along Marshall Road.

The area’s large catchment population also offers 
prospects for food service businesses which have 
enjoyed tremendous growth on the back of food 
delivery services such as UberEats, Menulog and 
DoorDash. There is also a growing demand for 
pre-packed prepared-at-home meals.

When the screen production facility is 
developed, there will be opportunities for 
associated businesses to establish or relocate 
to Malaga and benefit from the increase in 
economic activity.
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Information and support
Contact the City’s Business and Tourism 
Services team to find out more about these 
opportunities business@swan.wa.gov.au 

sourced references can be found on our website. Scan QR code or 
go to www.swan.wa.gov.au/investment-sheet-sources for details.
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Perth Airport 
Perth Airport is the 4th busiest in Australia with efficient 
connections to Hazelmere, Malaga and Bullsbrook.
Fremantle Port 
Servicing over 800,000 containers of general 
goods per year.
Westport Harbour 
Proposed development presents the Link WA regions 
with exciting opportunities for inland development.
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