
INVESTMENT FOCUS

Midland

Midland is the City of Swan’s 
commercially vibrant and well-
connected central business district. 
It boasts refurbished and new 
buildings, education and health 
precincts, and retail facilities, all while 
retaining its heritage and soul. 

It is one of WA’s strategic 
metropolitan centres, with strong 
future growth supported by local 
and State Government policies. Its 
population of 16,144 in 2022 is forecast 
to rise to 21,776 by 2036.
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Junction of the north and east
Occupied by settlers since 1832 and home to the Whadjuk Noongar people for thousands of years, 
Midland is rich in history and has a story to tell about the important role it played in the growth of WA. 

Previously named Midland Junction, it served as the location for the intersection of two major roads, 
Great Northern Highway and Great Eastern Highway. The entire land area of Midland covers about 
500ha while its central district covers 182ha.

The historic Midland Railway Workshops operated in Midland for 90 years, closing in 1994. The 
workshops were vital to the development and maintenance of the WA rail system and a crucial 
training ground for skilled tradespeople. Returning to its roots, Midland is again home to passenger 
rail manufacturing, using technology and tools our forebears could have only dreamed of.



Location is key
Midland is preparing to become the next big 
city in the greater Perth area. Just a 30-minute 
drive from the Perth CBD and 10km from Perth 
Airport, Midland is the junction of air, rail, and 
road networks that link the state’s agriculture 
and mining to the coast. 

The City’s transport and distribution routes are:

•	 Great Northern Highway	  
•	 Great Eastern Highway
•	 Great Eastern Highway Bypass
•	 Tonkin Highway
•	 Reid Highway
•	 Roe Highway
•	 Perth Airport
•	 Toodyay Road – future Eastlink
•	 Midland Geraldton Freight Rail Line
•	 Freight rail to the eastern states.

The population Midland supports in the City is 
forecast to grow by 45 per cent to reach 229,473 
by 2036, and the number of households is 
expected to increase by 49 per cent to 85,310.

Midland’s catchment stretches far beyond City 
boundaries. Being the gateway to the Swan 
Valley, Avon Valley, and the Wheatbelt region, it 
is the primary business centre to the east and 
north-east, where businesses attract and service 
residents of the Perth Hills, Northam, Toodyay, 
Chittering, Gingin, Mundaring, Kalamunda 
and surrounds.
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A bigger future
Future planning and development to 
accommodate growth and prosperity continues. 
Major transformation projects include:

•	 New Junction – an 11-hectare infill 
development in the heart of Midland

•	 The relocation of the Midland train station
•	 St John of God Private Hospital development
•	 Railway Square activation
•	 The Saleyard Midland 50,000sqm large 

format retail development
•	 The recently completed Midland Gate 

Shopping Centre expansion 
•	 The re-emergence of passenger railcar 

manufacturing and assembly.

These projects will help diversify the area’s 
commercial activity and reinforce Midland’s 
growth prospects. 

Midland is now home to a new medical school 
campus operated by Curtin University, which 
is built in the Midland Health and Knowledge 
Precinct, and will attract local and international 
students to the area. 

South of the railway tracks, the medical and 
health services continue to expand. Together 
with St John of God Hospital, the area includes:

•	 A GP Super Clinic
•	 Perth Cardiovascular Institute
•	 Midland Specialist Centre and Day Hospital
•	 Stan and Jean Perron Child Advocacy Centre
•	 Lions Eye Institute
•	 Lions Hearing Clinic
•	 PlusLife (Perth Bone and Tissue Bank Inc.)
•	 A variety of mental and allied health services. 

More recently, the State Government sold the 
remaining strata lots in former Railway Workshop 
Block 1 to a private entity that has proposed 
to deliver a hub that includes public health 
providers, specialist services catering to chronic 
disease and preventative care, Aboriginal 
medical services and medical research. 

It will also provide additional facilities for health 
training that focuses on delivering a job-
ready workforce and an early learning centre, 
providing essential education infrastructure.

Redevelopments in Midland have and will 
continue to deliver diversified housing options, 
with a focus towards sustainable density, 
particularly in the immediate area around the 
CBD and close to the Midland train station.

Activating growth
Midland has received considerable government 
and private investment in recent times. The City 
and Development WA aim to understand, create 
and subsequently implement place activation 
strategies for the various Midland precinct 
redevelopments. 

These are some of the activation and 
redevelopment projects that will contribute to 
improving community connection:

•	 Swan Active Midland $30 million
•	 Mixed use development $20 million
•	 New Junction redevelopment $680 million
•	 The new St John of God Private Hospital
•	 Midland train station relocation
•	 Development of the Midland bus terminal 

and multi-level car park. 

The establishment of the nbn Business 
Fibre Zones gives Midland businesses the 
infrastructure needed to operate online 
efficiently and competitively in the evolving 
digital age.

Stages one and two of the New Junction 
development have lifted the amenity in Midland 
CBD with a 1ha recreational area known as 
Weeip Park. Surrounding beautification includes:

•	 Nature playground
•	 A youth playspace with an interpretive mural
•	 The Grove – a symbolic orchard
•	 Whadjuk-Boya Ngura shadow arbour.

Midland Junction Arts Centre



The opportunities
•	 Development – affordable vacant sites exist 

within the Development WA-controlled 
precinct surrounding the old Railway 
Workshops. It is suited to residential, retail, 
commercial office and entertainment 
projects. In the past 10 years, new 
developments have included high-density 
residential, large-format retail, general retail, 
commercial/medical space, and tourist 
accommodation. These projects have 
transformed a previously unoccupied area 
into a lively space

•	 Redevelopment – numerous sites in Midland’s 
city centre are underused and significant 
opportunities exist for investors to undertake 
renewals/refurbishments/extensions or site 
redevelopment

•	 Rezoning – Midland’s residential area is 
characterised by old dwellings on larger 
lots and past rezoning has permitted higher 
density development of R60 and higher 
in some central locations. This has led to 
many sites being redeveloped into high-
density accommodation. Opportunities for 
such projects remain abundant in the area. 
Improving amenities through investment in 
New Junction and Swan Active Midland will 
service the growing population

•	 Education – being a major metropolitan 
centre with good amenities and public 
transport, higher education enterprise 
opportunities exist in Midland to cater 
for neighbouring regional residents, and 
interstate and international students. 
Prospects exist for operators to complement 
the offerings at North Metropolitan TAFE 
Midland campus and Curtin University 
Midland medical campus. Capturing the 
growing international student market can 
deliver opportunities for new facilities 
and institutions providing language 
and/or vocational and bridging courses for 
this market

•	 Retail – there are opportunities in the 
recently completed Midland Gate expansion 
and the new bulky goods precinct at the old 
saleyards, home to the largest Bunnings in 
WA. The Midland Train Station relocation will 
revitalise Midland’s ageing retail strip

•	 Expansion – new dwelling developments 
and increases in density will drive population 
growth. The region will require additional 
commercial and retail facilities. It will require 
businesses involved in health and allied 
services, business services, supermarkets, 
cafés and restaurants, small bars, 
homewares, electrical goods, technology 
services, etc.
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Information and support
Contact the City’s Business and Tourism 
Services team to find out more about these 
opportunities business@swan.wa.gov.au 

sourced references can be found on our website. Scan QR code or 
go to www.swan.wa.gov.au/investment-sheet-sources for details.

Strategic 
industrial areas
Future strategic 
industrial areas

Commercial centres

Residential 
growth areas

Key tourism areas

Strategic commercial 
locations

Perth Airport 
Perth Airport is the 4th busiest in Australia with efficient 
connections to Hazelmere, Malaga and Bullsbrook.
Fremantle Port 
Servicing over 800,000 containers of general 
goods per year.
Westport Harbour 
Proposed development presents the Link WA regions 
with exciting opportunities for inland development.
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