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1. MIDLAND OVAL REDEVELOPMENT MASTERPLAN  

 
Ward: (Midland/Guildford Ward)   (Commercial and Economic Development) 

Disclosure of Interest:  Nil 

Authorised Officer:  (Executive Manager Stakeholder Relations) 

 

KEY ISSUES 
 

• Council endorsed the Midland Oval Redevelopment Masterplan (the masterplan) 
at the Ordinary Council Meeting on 25 November 2015 with a commitment to 
further public consultation for the detailed design of the public open space.  
This followed a period of public comment where there was majority support for 
the masterplan from the 59 responses received. 

• Council also endorsed the sale of Lot 4 The Avenue, Midland at the Ordinary 
Council Meeting on 25 November 2015. 

• A series of information sessions were held in April 2016 to raise awareness 
about the Midland Oval Redevelopment outlining the vision that Council has for 
the precinct. 

• The first round of public consultation occurred May to June 2016 where 54 
responses were received. This resulted in proposed modifications to the 
endorsed masterplan including removing one building and changing the 
purpose of another building.  This delivered an increase to the amount of public 
open space within the Masterplan from 13% to 15%. 

• The second round of public consultation occurred in August 2016 where the 
intent was a “check-in” point leading on from the extensive consultation and 
re-design work that was undertaken following the first round. 38 responses 
were received with 25 providing objection and 13 providing either support or 
critique of a constructive nature. 

• A public meeting was held on 23 November 2016 relating to the Midland Oval 
redevelopment with 92 registered attendees (approximately 110 in attendance) 
where six motions were moved. 

• The Annual Meeting of Electors was held on 7 December 2016 where two 
motions relating to Midland Oval were moved.   

• Council considered the motions from the public meeting at the Ordinary Council 
Meeting on 14 December 2016 where Council resolved that the motions from 
the public meeting, results of public consultation, motions from the Annual 
Meeting of Electors, and the amended masterplan be considered at the 
Ordinary Council Meeting on 18 January 2017, or that the CEO consider calling 
a Special Meeting of Council by 31 January 2017 if the timeframe is not 
achievable.   
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• There are a number of items for Council to consider, with reference to above, 
which are outlined in the detail of this report. 

• Based on assessment of the public consultation, public meeting, annual 
meeting of electors and 14 December 2016 Ordinary Council Meeting, the 
following options are tabled for Council’s consideration: 

Option 1: Endorse the amended Midland Oval Redevelopment Masterplan and 
the Place Making Strategy.  Continue with the detailed planning and design 
stage of the project, or 

Option 2: Review and revise the amended masterplan to increase the amount 
of public open space, and endorse the Place Making strategy, or 

Option 3: Develop a new Masterplan. Hold the work on the current detailed 
planning and design stage of the project and develop a new Masterplan that 
retains the existing oval space and review the potential for surrounding 
development. 

It is recommended that Council resolve to adopt Option 2 and review and revise the 
amended masterplan to increase the amount of public open space, and endorse the 
Place Making strategy. 

 

BACKGROUND 

After years of research and reports, and review of Council's Vision for Midland Oval, a 
masterplan was developed and open for public comment over a 42 day period.  This 
received majority support, and subsequently was endorsed by Council in November 
2015. 

The Midland Oval Redevelopment masterplan considered previous conceptual plans, past 
community feedback, plans and reports such as Directions 2031 and Perth and Peel @ 
3.5million, Midland as a Strategic Metropolitan Centre and some key community 
stakeholder engagement exercises included the 1997 Midland’s Revitalisation Charrette 
and the 2007 Enquiry by Design process entitled Midland 2017 – The Challenge. The 
Midland Oval Masterplan acknowledges key outcomes of these exercises and attempts to 
meet identified aspirations noting that, 20 years forward, Perth is dealing with 
unforeseen population growth and property prices.  

The Midland Revitalisation Charrette committed to the retention of at least one hectare 
as public park, generally in the form of an oval but with an informal recreation or passive 
use. The Midland Oval Masterplan commits to a much larger 1.7ha of open space, 
exploring the opportunity for more functional usage of these spaces, where people of all 
ages can feel safe and included.  

Midland 2017 – The Challenge explored the limitations to this key site being developed 
due to fragmented ownership, identifying that land assembly would be required to 
facilitate key elements of the Midland 2017 plans. The City has acknowledged this 
concern and therefore strategically acquired numerous key sites in order to assist in 
facilitating the redevelopment. In the preparation of the Midland Oval Masterplan , 
investigations took place to realise the sites full potential and, accordingly, a number of 
studies have accompanied this work, including a detailed land use feasibility study and 
an Economic Impact Statement. 
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"The Midland Oval Masterplan encourages walking and cycling and connections to the 
future relocated train station, within safe public open spaces close to transport and jobs. 
It responds to WAPC expectations for future population growth, counteracting urban 
sprawl and offering housing choice and diversity for residents. The Midland Oval Precinct 
is zoned as a central city area in the Metropolitan Regional Scheme. As such, the 
response to planning has been urban in nature, allowing for a variety of scaled spaces, 
from a large ‘regional scale’ urban piazza, to local civic and green open space. The scale, 
height, density and land use mix responds to the City of Swan [Land Use] Feasibility 
Report and marries the intention for an iconic and diverse city centre facilitating for 
Midland’s expected growth and development into the future" -Cox Architects. 

The design of the masterplan makes careful attempt to link the somewhat fragmented 
town centre. Similarly, the continuation of Cale Street into the Precinct will link the 
Midland Workshops, Midland Hospital, future university, train station, and Midland Gate 
into the original town centre. With food, beverage and entertainment land use 
encouraged along the length of Cale Street, this will become the new ‘Main Street’ of 
Midland. Furthermore, the continuation of Cale Street will strengthen the linkage 
between Midland Oval Precinct and the Midland original town centre via The Avenue and 
The Crescent. 

The precinct will encompass commercial, retail and residential components to encourage 
round-the-clock activity and employment within the Midland area. "At a state level the 
Master Plan responds to WAPC planning policies, Directions 2031 and activity centre 
outcomes providing higher densities close to public transport and amenity. At a district 
level it responds to development requirements, urban form, heights and densities within 
the Midland Activity Centre Structure Plan" - Cox Architects. 

 

DETAILS 

Following Council's endorsement of the Midland Oval Masterplan (attached), the City 
undertook an extensive public consultation process for the detailed design of the public 
open space. 

 

Public Open Space Consultation – Round 1 

The intention of the exercise was to fully capture the views and requirements of the 
community with regards to the four key spaces within the masterplan, namely the 
Midland Piazza, the Library Forecourt, the residential Park and the Juniper Link. 

This part of the consultation process followed three Public Information Sessions held at 
the Town Hall in April 2016 which provided information on the project’s history and 
future and allowed members of the community to ask questions on a one-on-one basis. 

The various components of this element of public consultation process are summarised 
chronologically in the table below: 

  



Special Meeting of Council 
30 January 2017 

 

 

Event  Date 

Three public workshops  7 and 10 May (2 sessions) 

BRRA Presentation  9 May 

Midland Gate Display (Partially Staffed) 10 - 20 May  

Altone Park Shops (staffed) 11 May  

Ellenbrook Shops Display (staffed) 12 May 

Ballajura Shops Display (Staffed)  13 May 

Ballajura Library Display  13 - 18 May 

Swan Park Leisure Centre 13 - 7 May 

Ellenbrook Library  18 - 27 May 

Gidgegannup Small Farm Field Day 29 May 

Public open space user group session 2 June 

 

A brief synopsis of each of the events is provided below.  

Public Consultation Round 1 Process 

A series of three community workshops were held at the Old Midland Court House on 
Saturday, 7 May and Tuesday, 10 May 2016. The community was invited to attend 
through newspaper advertising in the local press, via the City of Swan website and 
through more direct methods such as business consultation and targeted e-mails. 

The intent of the workshops was to obtain community and stakeholder input into the 
design of the Public Open Spaces and to identify the key issues and considerations to be 
addressed.  

The workshops provided the opportunity to present the vision of the masterplan to the 
community and to obtain detailed feedback and input of the design of the four public 
open spaces through round table discussion and completion of a series of structured 
questions around the following four key areas: 

• Context, History and Culture 

• Activities, Events and Attractions 

• Open Space and Streetscape 

• Ideas and Inspiration 

The questions addressed at the public workshops formed the basis of a feedback form 
which was circulated at all subsequent events throughout the consultation period.   
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Public Consultation Round 1 Results 

A series of 31 questions were posed with regards to the Public Open Space identified 
within the Masterplan. The City received 54 Feedback forms either during or after the 
community workshops. The responses of the surveys have been summarised in themed 
groups below however all of the individual responses are included in the report by Estill 
& Associates (attached). 

Connections, History, Culture and Character 

Questions focussed around the connections, history and culture have revealed that key 
themes that the community would like to celebrate in the Public Open Space are railway 
heritage, past sporting uses, Midland’s involvement in World Wars I & II, Midland’s 
working class heritage and multiculturalism. Respondents have suggested that the 
character of the spaces should be mixed, but include rural, urban and modern aspects 
with large open spaces to include plants, evergreen trees and playgrounds.   

User Groups, Activities and Events 

Based on a series of questions focussed around specific user groups, activities and 
events the community believe that the Public Open Spaces should be designed to suit 
local residents, workers and families of all ages, demographics and cultures.  Feedback 
shows that the community would be keen to see markets, food related events, open air 
cinemas/concerts and festivals in the open space, and those areas should provide safe, 
green areas where people can easily congregate to accommodate such events and 
activities.  

Residential Park 

Of the 54 respondents, 20 did not support the residential park vision while 16 did and 7 
were unsure. A high number of the respondents who did not support the proposed vision 
commented that there is not enough open space for active sports and that there is no 
connection to other areas without crossing roads. Others suggestions for the area were 
that there should be no vehicular access and that food outlets proposed in the 
masterplan are too far from the green areas of the park. Those supporting the vision 
said that it is important to have the park for the precinct residents.   

Library Forecourt 

An equal number of respondents support the vision of the Library Forecourt as that of 
non-support. The remainder were unsure or did not answer the question.  Concerns 
raised were around the fact that a library already exists, it should be used as active open 
space and that it should be amalgamated with other Public Open Space to make it larger 
and more useable. However, the alternative view reflected the need for such a civic use 
and the support of integrating this use with a children’s playground. 

Midland Piazza 

Of those who provided an answer to this section of the feedback form, the majority of 
respondents provided support to the vision of the Midland Piazza. The community like 
the idea of one central open space that can support an outdoor cinema, markets and 
incorporate landscaped areas. Suggested changes or additions include a green space, 
shady trees, an amphitheatre, seating and a water feature.  
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Juniper Link 

More respondents supported the vision of the Juniper Link than those who did not. 
Others were either unsure or left the question unanswered. Key comments were that it 
needs to include more open green space, it needs to flow via the piazza to avoid it being 
a ‘dead end’ and that consideration needs to be given to security at night as well as an 
appropriate pedestrian crossing over The Crescent to Juniper Gardens.  Suggested 
changes or additions include [edible] garden plots, water features, seating and shade 
and that the link needs to encourage activation of Juniper Gardens.  

Streetscape Vision 

Significantly more people support the Streetscape Vision than those that do not 
however, a high proportion of respondents did not answer this question.  Key response 
themes in the questions relating to the streetscape include the need for robust well 
designed street furniture, lighting, well designed landscaping and pedestrian friendliness 
(including slow speed limits). In terms of characteristics, respondents suggested 
viticulture, artwork reflecting the history of Midland and the oval and a variety of trees 
(shade providing and fruit producing).  

Whilst the response rate was relatively low, the general feedback trend suggested that 
more green open space is desired in the precinct with many of the respondents 
proposing that that the library building could be removed or relocated to allow additional 
open space. 

Public Consultation Round 1 Response 

The endorsed masterplan is proposed to be amended (attached) by removal of the 
proposed library building from the Civic space in Precinct B to create more [green] open 
space in the overall design. The revised design does not affect the overall layout or road 
network indicated in the endorsed the Masterplan and proposes that the proposed 
library/civic function be relocated from Precinct B to the building in the centre of the 
Piazza (in lieu of a late night venue). The building would take on more of a Civic 
function, providing space for a control room/back of house function for future piazza 
events. The late night venue use would then be amalgamated with the future hotel site, 
which could offer a better grouped offering in terms of complimentary uses than the 
original standalone late night venue. 

If more space had been created through the re-siting of the central building in the Piazza 
to the western edge, this would have reduced the built edge/commercial frontage and 
street address to The Crescent. There was also concern with regards to the spatial 
quality of the Piazza due to the 80-100m open frontage that would be created with 
limited engagement to The Crescent, and that by moving the building across may result 
in the loss of the link through to Juniper Gardens. 

The amended option provides considered response to the community feedback, which as 
previously summarised was due to a high number of respondents requesting a greater 
amount of open/green space in the Masterplan. The revision also takes place-based 
activities away from busier streets and results in a better flow of the open space 
elements being open to the Residential Park to the east and continuing the flow of 
landscaping through to the northern end of the Piazza. 

The Place Making strategy and preliminary landscape concept designs have also been 
developed based on community input. 
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Public Open Space Consultation - Round 2 

Public Consultation Round 2 Process 

A community workshop took place at Midland Town Hall on 22 August 2016, opened by 
the Mayor, who encouraged participants to contribute openly and constructively to the 
information which had been recently presented to Council with positive feedback. 

The purpose of the workshop was to present the findings of the community and 
stakeholder input to the Public Open Space design as part of the Masterplan. The 
presentation included a recap of the first round of consultation and a presentation of the 
revised masterplan, the draft landscaping plan and the draft Place Making Strategy. This 
was a check-in point and the consultation was specific to open space design as opposed 
to the August 2015 consultation which related to the entire masterplan. 

Following the presentation, the attendees were given the opportunity to ask questions to 
City officers and consultants with regards to the revised design prior to discussing the 
variations in smaller groups, and then providing feedback to the consultant, who 
coordinated the event and compiled the responses. The questions posed asked for 
specific opinion on the vision of four key spaces and a final question requesting general 
feedback. 

The workshop was followed by a two week public consultation period from 22 August to 
2 September 2016, which was advertised in the Eastern Reporter, the Midland 
Kalamunda Reporter and The Advocate, and on the City's website during the preceding 
weeks. Emails were also sent to all parties who nominated to be kept informed by the 
City on any Midland Oval progress updates. A suite of documents including the results of 
the first round of public consultation, the draft Place Making Strategy, the endorsed 
Masterplan, the revised Masterplan, the draft Landscaping Masterplan and renders of the 
four key spaces were made available at the following locations: 

• The Main Administration Building 

• All City Libraries 

• All Place offices 

The information was also made available on the City's website.   

Respondents were given the opportunity to respond to the same questions posed at the 
workshop on the 22 August either by mail or electronically through the City's website. 

Public Consultation Round 2 Results 

Four questions were asked requesting feedback on the vision of each of the public open 
spaces provided (Residential Park, Midland Park, Midland Piazza and Juniper Link). A fifth 
question sought general feedback and whether the City had heard the community 
correctly. 

A total of 38 individual feedback sheets were received; 18 from workshop participants 
and 20 from the general public during the two week consultation period (attached). A 
number of respondents did not provide comment on all questions. Approximately half of 
the submissions were made by community members who had not commented on 
previous rounds of public consultation or recorded their attendance at previous 
workshops or information sessions.  
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Residential Park Space 

Of the 38 respondents, nine (9) provided positive comments and 20 provided negative 
comments.  

Key themes in the negative responses were that that the road running on the northern 
edge of the park should be removed, that there is potential for overshadowing and 
concerns of lack of sunlight, that the space is generally too small for the requirements 
and that it does not appear inviting for non-residents.  

City officers have considered these points at design stage. Overshadowed areas would 
not provide for effective Public Open Space and access to the residential development 
from Morrison Road would be disruptive to traffic flow on Morrison Road, therefore the 
internal road is essential to service this requirement. 

Midland Park  

Of the 38 respondents, six (6) provided positive comments and 29 provided negative 
comments. 

Just under half of the respondents commented that the proposed park is too small and 
that more sporting facilities are required. Other suggestions included inclusion of a skate 
park, removal of surrounding roads, assurance that the space can be made available for 
large scale events (e.g. circus), and that green trees and a large turfed area are 
essential.  

The open spaces in this precinct are not intended, nor would they be suitable, for formal 
sporting activity and are intended to be passive recreational areas only. Sporting 
activities have been relocated to purpose built sites in the City and other sites are 
available for larger scale events. 

Piazza Space 

Of the 38 respondents, seven (7) provided positive comments and 21 provided negative 
comments. 

Comments with regards to this space were varied, which is reflective of the nature of the 
space in that it is the main Public Open Space proposed. A high number of comments 
focussed around the area being too small, that activities proposed for the area need to 
attract young people, that the central building needs to be removed to create a more 
open space and that the City needs to be mindful of antisocial behaviour at night. 
Suggestion was made to remove the road and that the plan lacks a focal point. 

By their very nature, larger areas are more difficult to activate and to provide a safe 
environment through a general lack of passive surveillance. The space has been 
designed and tested through the draft Place Making Strategy, and has been developed to 
allow flexibility over time and to implement the three key themes, those being 
Connections and Crossroads, Big Backyard and Built by Hand. The area has been 
planned to allow activation of smaller "zones" (such as the Urban Lounge) to ensure that 
the space is utilised to its full potential, but also has the ability to host larger scale 
events using all of the spaces if required. 
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Juniper Link Space 

Of the 38 respondents, 15 provided positive comments and 11 provided negative 
comments. 

Concerns were mentioned with regards to pedestrian safety and traffic on The Crescent 
and safety/antisocial behaviour. A number of respondents were supportive of the link 
with the existing park space.  

The concerns raised about pedestrian safety on The Crescent could be improved with the 
addition of a dedicated pedestrian crossing between the Juniper Link and Juniper 
Gardens. 

Further Comments 

Of the 38 respondents, 11 provided positive comments and 27 provided negative 
comments. 

The five main areas that the respondents had concerns with were: 

• there are too many roads in the precinct 

• the Oval should be retained 

• there should be one larger Public Open Space as opposed to numerous 
smaller spaces 

• there is a lack of clarity with regards to who would live there, and  

• opportunities for senior citizens need to be considered. 

Positive comments were: 

• it is a great vision and an opportunity for a people friendly space. 

Other general remarks were that lighting needs to be considered carefully, access 
between the open spaces should be well thought out and that a mix of housing for a 
variety of needs should be incorporated.  

Public Consultation Round 2 Response 

Of the 18 (out of 38) new participants (who were not recorded as being involved in 
Round 1 of the public consultation), 11 objected to the proposed designs while seven (7) 
provide positive or constructive criticism on the plans. 

Twenty of the submissions received were from people who had been involved at some 
point in the recent Midland Oval consultation process (i.e August 2015 and/or May 
2016). Of the 20 submissions, six (6) have provided support or constructive critique over 
the plans with generally positive comments about concerns being addressed through the 
preliminary concept plans and the proposed amended masterplan. 
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Place Making Strategy 

Whilst the purpose of the consultation was focused specifically on the design of the open 
space, the draft Place Making Strategy (attached) sits above the conceptual and future 
detailed designs of the space. The Place Making Strategy guides the focus, future use 
and theming within each sub precinct and, as a result, the design of the open space to 
suit its future purpose. There were no objections in relation to the recommendations of 
the strategy. 

A Place Proposition articulates the unique, defining qualities and essence of a place, 
informed by the needs of its community and key stakeholders and comprises a unique 
vision statement along with a series of supporting themes that work to align key 
elements such as function and layout of public realm, positioning and investment 
attraction, place branding, activation and place management. 

The Place Vision identified for Midland Oval is "harnessing the energy that's built a strong 
region, Midland Oval will unite its people and places and celebrate the local way of life. 
Signalling a new urban dimension for Perth's eastern gateway, it will be a place to make 
a home, kick a ball, do business, rest a while and visit with family and friends. The 
themes acknowledged as 'Connections and Crossroads', 'Big Backyard' and 'Built by 
Hand'. 

 

Public Meeting 23 November 2016 

Following the public consultation for the detailed design of the public open space, the 
City received a petition and a request for a Special Meeting of Electors to be held to 
discuss “matters relating to the proposed Midland Oval Redevelopment”. Special 
meetings of electors are a statutory mechanism and the requirements for requesting and 
conducting these meetings are prescribed in the Act and the Regulations. 

The petition did not include the required number of valid signatures of electors and the 
legislation does not allow the City to initiate the process of a special electors meeting 
based on a petition with insufficient support. 

Council considered that the petition contained a request on an issue of importance to the 
community and resolved to conduct this Public Meeting be held to address the request as 
per procedures set out for a special meeting of electors. 

The matters relating to the proposed Midland Oval Redevelopment raised were: 

A: The City of Swan to provide an overview of the Public Open Space requirements 
for the Midland Urban Cell and table any supporting documentation of its 
compliance. 

B: The City of Swan to provide an Outline of Alternative Options that have been 
considered for the Recreation Ground Reserve which include retaining Public Open 
Space. 

C: City of Swan to provide details of legal advice obtained and from whom regarding 
disposal of Midland Junction Recreation Ground Reserve. 

D: Impact on residents of the removal of our only major Public Open Space in the 
Midland Urban Cell (MUC). 
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E: Concerns and wishes of residents to retain Midland Oval as our remaining Public 
Open Space repeatedly expressed at community consultations from 1997 to 2015 
being ignored by the City of Swan staff. 

F: Does the City of Swan agree that any redevelopment of the Midland Oval must 
address the fact that out of the case studies reported in the Dept. of Planning’s 
Report on the Urban Forest of Perth and Peel (page 6) Midland has the second 
worst score for parks (under 10%) (second only to Kwinana town centre) and 
third worst score for canopy cover – only 2.5% of that parkland has tree cover? 

G: A Central Park will increase the urban tree canopy for Midland with benefits 
including reduced air pollution, reduced volume of stormwater, mitigation of wind 
and noise, habitat for biodiversity, reduced UV exposure, cooling by 
evapotranspiration, enhanced sense of place and identity, improved mental 
wellbeing, encouragement of outdoor activity, reduced demand for energy (lower 
GHG emissions) and increased property values. (page 2 Urban Forest of Perth 
and Peel). 

H: Redevelopment plans for the Midland Oval should occur only after the planning 
initiative Midland 2017 – The Challenge which “aims to develop a comprehensive 
action plan for Midland’s continued revitalisation over the next 10 years” has been 
conducted. 

A public meeting was held on 23 November 2016 to address the petition received. 

The motions passed at the public meeting were: 

Motion 1 

I move that to establish why we are gathered here tonight; that it is agreed that our 
common purpose, City of Swan Councillors, Staff and Citizens, we are all here to develop 
excellent plans for the future of Midland and its hinterland into the future. 

We seek acknowledgement that we the community are not anti-development, nor 
unwilling to see the Recreation Ground Reserve improved as an asset for future 
generations; that we are here as concerned citizens interested in facilitating the best 
outcome for the community, residents and ratepayers. 

Motion 2 

I move that an independent report be commissioned by City of Swan to assess the 
legality of selling, disposing of, building upon or putting roads across the existing 
Midland Oval and its precinct, the Recreation Ground Reserve. 

This report should look into the purpose of the Oval bequeathment and determine 
whether or not using the Oval or the Recreation Ground Reserve for anything other than 
recreational purposes complies with the Aim & Intent of the bequeathment. 

The brief for this report to be made available for public consultation and Council approval 
prior to commissioning the report to avoid deliberately limiting the scope of the report or 
pre-determining its findings. 
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Motion 3 

I move that the City of Swan commit to prepare or commission new plans that ensure: 

a)  There will be no cross roads built over any part of the existing Midland Oval as 
defined by and including the whole of the surrounding velodrome. 

b)  The existing footprint as defined by the outside of the bike track (the velodrome) 
is the bare minimum of open grass and tree-shaded parkland that will be retained 
and developed as a central park in any future development of the Recreation 
Ground Reserve 

Motion 4 

I move that an independent report be commissioned by City of Swan to assess the 
amount of public open space available within the Midland activity centre or Midland 
Urban Cell. 

This report should determine the component currently provided by the Midland Oval 
precinct, the Recreation Ground Reserve, and the required amount of public open space 
required for the Central Urban Cell or Activity Centre by any State or Federal legislation 
or policy. 

Assessment of Public Open Space must be as defined in the Liveable Neighbourhoods 
and should not include paved areas, footpaths or road areas as Public Open Space. The 
brief for this Report to be made available for public consultation and Council approval 
prior to commissioning the report to avoid deliberately limiting the scope of the report or 
pre-determining its findings. 

Motion 5 

That the City of Swan commit, in regard to “Intended Direction Plans” to undertake 
broad community consultation with an emphasis on the residents and their needs, free of 
the influence of business groups within the City of Swan. 

This applies to the needs of the Nyungah residents, the youth of the area, the elderly, 
socially disadvantaged, vulnerable and mentally or physically unwell. 

Motion 6 

That an independent urban design consultant commissioned by City of Swan and such 
consultant should be responsible for developing the brief, so as not to be limited to 
concepts pre-determined by City of Swan staff or Councillors. Such a brief should be 
made available for public consultation and be subject to Council approval prior to 
commissioning the brief to avoid ‘front-loading’ or limiting the scope of the Design or 
pre-determining its outcome or Direction. 

The report providing comments against each of the motions was presented to Council at 
the meeting on 14 December 2016 (and is an attachment to this report). 
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Annual Meeting of Electors 14 December 2016 

Items regarding Midland Oval were also raised at the Annual Meeting of Electors held on 
7 December 2016. 

The motions passed at the annual meeting of electors were: 

Motion 1 

That the current revised masterplan for the Midland Oval Redevelopment be returned to 
Council and rescinded and that an alternative plan be produced that retains at least the 
area within the footprint of the current Midland Oval up to and including the cycle path 
and that this area be set aside as Midland's own central park for mixed use, landscaped 
public open space for the benefit of all. 

Comment: Motion 1 calls for an alternative plan that retains the Midland Oval and cycle 
path. This is an option that Council could choose to consider. The implications and 
considerations of doing so are outlined further in the body of this report. 

Motion 2 

That the City Council restores the zoning appropriate for the Recreation Ground Reserve 
(Midland Oval). The appropriate zoning is Parks and Recreation. 

Comment: Motion 2 refers to the zoning of the Midland Oval.  The current zoning as 
outlined in the Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS) is Central City Area and in Local 
Planning Scheme No.17 (LPS17) is City Centre – Commercial Deferred. 

Historically in terms of the zoning of the Midland Oval, the first Town Planning Scheme 
known at the time as the “Shire of Swan Town Planning Scheme No.1” approved by the 
Minister for Town Planning on 4 June 1974, designated the Midland Oval and some 
adjoining lots as “Recreation”. 

Research has shown that since 1968 there has been a number of studies conducted on 
the redevelopment of the Midland Oval and its surrounds with respect to the potential 
relocation of active sports to other facilities and redevelopment of the Oval for 
commercial purposes.  Hence when Town Planning Scheme No.9 was gazetted in 1986 
the Midland Oval precinct was zoned City Centre – Commercial Deferred which appears 
to have translated the aspiration of the Council at the time following the studies. 

During the period of the 1980s and 1990s sporting activities conducted at Midland Oval 
began moving to alternative locations such as Midvale Sporting Complex, Swan Park 
Leisure Centre, Midland Speed Velodrome, Ron Jose Oval, Jack Williamson Oval, Ray 
Marshall Oval, Jack Mann and Lilac Hill. 

In terms of land tenure, the records show that the City owns the subject land in fee 
simple. 

 

Summary of Analysis and Considerations 

The City has delivered on Council's resolution to conduct public consultation on the 
detailed design of the public open space. Feedback from community during this phase 
has been taken into consideration and amendments to the masterplan are proposed. 
Further community input from the public meeting and Annual Meeting of Electors has 
also been consolidated in this report. Following are further items for Council to consider. 
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Vision 

In 2011 Council established a clear vision for the Midland Oval precinct that has provided 
direction for all planning work undertaken on the masterplan. Council’s vision is that 
Midland Oval: 

• Is lively and safe with round-the-clock activity; 

• Is attractive and convenient to walk in; 

• Recognises the important current and future role of public transport through 
rail and bus networks locally and regionally; 

• Has a mixture of activities and higher density development to create the 
critical mass for lively cafes and activities; 

• Has a strong sense of place; 

• Increases the residential population and allows for apartments and business 
facilities that are designed to co-exist happily; 

• Encourages and attracts high quality investment; and 

• Provides for economic wellbeing of existing and new business. 

Masterplan 

A core principle for the development has been that this area integrates with the rest of 
the Midland CBD and its surrounds. For this reason the events space has been planned 
for the southern edge of the Precinct. This new civic identity will give Midland a new 
‘heart’. The historically vast areas of lawn will be condensed to facilitate a variety of 
large and small open spaces befitting an activated town centre. Similarly, the 
continuation of Cale Street into the Precinct will link the Midland Workshops, Midland 
Hospital, future university and train station, and Midland Gate into the historic old town 
centre. With food, beverage and entertainment land use encouraged along the length of 
Cale Street, this will become the new ‘Main Street’ of Midland. Furthermore, the 
continuation of Cale Street will strengthen the linkage between Midland Oval Precinct 
and the Midland old town centre via The Avenue and The Crescent.  At a neighbourhood 
level the Midland Oval Masterplan  is well connected to surrounding areas and supports 
extension of existing road patterns and networks. A road strengthens the East- West 
extension of the original town centre along The Avenue. Cale Street extends into the 
Piazza. Residential Street 2 and the Laneway offer connection to Midland Gate Shopping 
Centre entry along The Crescent encouraging visual and physical permeability through 
the Precinct. Development sites and land uses are strategically located to reflect existing 
context, with commercial and residential development corresponding with neighbouring 
existing land uses.  

The Midland Oval Masterplan encourages walking and cycling and connections to the 
future relocated train station, within safe public open spaces close to transport and jobs. 
It responds to WAPC expectations for future population growth, counteracting urban 
sprawl and offering housing choice and diversity for residents. The Midland Oval Precinct  
is zoned as a central city area in the Metropolitan Regional Scheme. As such, the 
response to planning has been urban in nature, allowing for a variety of scaled spaces, 
from a large ‘regional scale’ urban piazza, to local civic and green open space. The scale, 
height, density and land use mix responds to the City of Swan [Land Use] Feasibility 
Report and marries the intention for an iconic and diverse city centre facilitating for 
Midland’s expected growth and development into the future.  
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There is a Council endorsed masterplan (25 November 2015) that committed to 
conducting further public consultation for the detailed design of the public open space. 
Any amendment to the endorsed masterplan or a new masterplan (e.g. that retains the 
existing oval space or any other design) would require Council to revisit the vision to 
ensure the desired outcomes can be achieved. 

Business Plan 

Also at the meeting on 25 November 2015, Council endorsed the sale of Lot 4 The 
Avenue in accordance with the advertised Business Plan as advertised on 22 and 25 
August 2015. Council recorded that the Business Plan provides certainty over the 
development, guarantees control as City approval is required before a Development 
Application is lodged to the Development Assessment Panel and provides confidence to 
community on the redevelopment of Midland Oval. 

Any modifications to the endorsed masterplan which may impact Lot 4 The Avenue 
settlement, and the first right of refusal land parcel opposite, could have contractual 
implications. Further investigations may be required depending upon any modifications 
to the endorsed masterplan. 

Land Acquisitions 

The City has been strategically acquiring land to facilitate the future development and 
now owns approximately 80% of the precinct. Fragmented land ownership was 
considered a barrier to developing the precinct to its full potential, and Council have 
acquired land to mitigate this issue as endorsed through the 1997 Charrette and the 
Midland 2017 – The Challenge.  As at December 2016, the City had purchased land in 
the precinct to the value of $28,337,500 to facilitate the development. A further five (5) 
properties are either in early negotiation with the City, progressing through the Contract 
of Sale and Settlement process or being considered by Council.  Significant funds have 
been spent to facilitate development of the precinct. 

Detailed Planning and Design Phase 

The City is currently in the detailed planning and design phase of the project. Significant 
resource has been allocated to architectural, geotechnical, parking, transport, services, 
place making, landscaping and civil consultancies. 

The amended masterplan builds on Council’s original vision for the precinct and responds 
to feedback received during the public consultation process. If Council consider 
developing an alternative concept for the Midland Oval precinct, there are items that 
need to be brought to Council’s attention.  Indicative consultancy costs (based on 
expenditure to date to develop the masterplan concept) are approximately $640,000 to 
develop a concept plan with an additional $840,000 required to complete the detailed 
design phase.  The table below provides details relating to project costs. 
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Existing process and the Masterplan   

Items to develop masterplan concept Committed Actual 

Project Development Plan  $15,000 

Architectural Services  $302,000 

Geotechnical survey  $43,000 

Parking, Transport and Servicing Strategies  $125,000 

High level economic impact study  $5,000 

Place Making Strategy  $48,000 

Preliminary Landscape Concepts  $36,000 

Quantity Surveying  $8,000 

Facilitation Public Consultation $5,000 $16,000 

Piazza Activation Study  $7,000 

Local Water Management Study  $32,000 

 $5,000 $637,000 

Items to progress detailed planning and design Committed Actual 

Economic Feasibility and Staging $70,000  

Place Making and Activation $80,000  

Civil Designs $150,000 $90,000 

Landscape Designs $160,000  

Multi-Deck study  $13,000 

Lighting Strategy $93,000  

Public Arts Strategy $90,000  

Design Guidelines $30,000 $65,000 

 $673,000 $168,000 

 
These figures include items that have been procured to October 2016.  There may be 
additional items in this phase of the project that are yet to be procured and therefore have 
not been included in the table.  The figures do not include City overheads, and are based on 
historical costs over a number of years.   

  



Special Meeting of Council 
30 January 2017 

 

A significant variation to the masterplan concept (for example retaining the oval and 
developing around it) requires these items to be redone, i.e. detailed works, 
consultation, studies/reports/strategies and conceptual planning leading to a masterplan.  
Given that this planning has taken four years after Council set the vision, a similar 
timeframe is quite likely required for this level of detail and could potentially miss the 
next economic upswing.  It is not as simple as drawing a new concept. 

Alternative Concepts 

Retaining the Oval 

The alternative concept that was voiced by community members recently at the public 
meeting, annual meeting of electors and the 14 December 2016 Council Meeting, 
involved retaining the existing oval space and cycle track, and developing around it.  
This involves not extending The Avenue or Cale Street as the main east-west and north-
south roads, respectively, through the oval. This is an option that Council may choose to 
consider. In doing so, the road network is significantly changed and there are some 
impacts that arise. Primarily, this impacts the intent of connecting the precinct to the 
older part of Midland and the MRA Masterplan for Midland. It also impacts the internal 
connectivity of the road network placing the traffic pressure on adjoining Morrison Road 
and The Crescent (and perhaps also Keane Street and Sayer Street). A new traffic study 
would need to be conducted to confirm the impact of such a change. Sub-precinct E 
(mixed-use retail/hospitality podium residential over), specifically the piazza, hotel, civic 
building and retail promenade and eateries, would be substantially reduced, along with 
sub-precincts A (mixed-use retail / commercial podium commercial over), B (mixed-use 
retail / commercial podium residential over), C (residential apartments), D (mixed-use 
retail / commercial podium residential over) and partially F (mixed-use retail / late night 
venue) therefore impacting the commercial viability of the precinct which would further 
impact the ability to attract investment into the precinct. The key element of a piazza 
would also be lost as the oval space and road network would consume the majority of 
the area identified for the piazza. 

The overlay of the existing oval space on the amended masterplan (attached) appears to 
show limited space to construct the road network all the way around the oval. Further 
investigation into the traffic design could suggest a road network that goes around part 
of the existing oval or on one side only, however this would require further detailed 
study to suggest a workable road network to support retaining the existing oval space.   

Park or Recreation 

Another community sentiment that has come through is in regards to increasing the 
amount of green public open space in the development. This message has come across 
in one of two ways. One is to have a large park area (quoting Central Park, New York 
City as an example), and another is that the existing oval space be used for recreation.  
Using the existing oval as a park space and as a recreation space are two completely 
different uses. In 1968 investigations, reports and studies suggested for the first time a 
possible redevelopment of Midland Recreation Ground as “the facilities at present at the 
oval are limited, and incapable of expansion either in additional ovals or car parking 
areas”. With redevelopment proposed as far back as 1968, sporting activities began 
moving to alternative locations in the 1980s and 1990s. Alternative sites which have 
since been established for these purposes include Midland Sports Complex, Swan Park 
Leisure Centre, Midland Speed Dome, Ron Jose Oval, Jack Williamson Oval, Ray Marshall 
Oval, Jack Mann and Liliac Hill with an approximate cost in excess of $100m over the 
past 20 years. Associated costs to bring the oval up to an acceptable park standard are 
unknown due to the level of embellishment and layout being unknown. The maintenance 
costs of a public open space vary depending on a range of factors such as the level of 
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embellishment and layout. As the design guidelines have not been developed indicative 
costs are not available. 

The Cycle Track 

Within the oval space is the old cycle track. This is no longer a functional cycle track and 
poses safety risks if it were considered to be retained and used for its original purpose. It 
should be noted that the Midland Speed Velodrome was purpose built for the cycling and 
has recently been upgraded by the State Government. The history of the cycle track 
provides an opportunity to be remembered and celebrated in any future development. 

Launceston Conference 

Some Councillors have expressed interest in reviewing elements of the masterplan to 
incorporate learnings from International Cities, Town Centres and Communities 
Conference attended in Launceston in November 2016. These include: 

• Pedestrianised development 

• Vibrancy – incorporating event management and engaging businesses 

• Public art 

• Parking, and 

• Public open space 

Options Analysis 

Option 1: Endorse the amended masterplan and the Place Making Strategy. 
Continue with the detailed planning and design stage of the project. 

Access & Safety: 

The endorsed masterplan establishes seamless linkages back to the town centre, railway 
workshops and facilitates multiple entry points with attractive entry sequences. The 
masterplan will build upon those existing connections with surrounding sites by 
continuing the energy and activity of Cale Street as a logical extension into the site and 
explore this location for a variety of short term activation uses. 

Perceptions of personal safety, as well as actual safety, influence the extent to which 
places and spaces are used. The design of streets and places can reduce crime and anti-
social behaviours making places and spaces feel safer, which in turn can enhance the 
physical, mental and social well-being of community members. The presence of 
pedestrians, the thoughtful design of housing, other buildings and public spaces has the 
potential to increase natural surveillance, which improves safety and feelings of safety. 
The masterplan has considered these elements to ensure the perception of safety, and 
actual safety, of the precinct. 

Business Plan: 

The Business Plan has been advertised for one developer who has completed the 
formalities including the Contract of Sale. The concept design incorporated within the 
Contract of Sale is aligned to the endorsed masterplan. 
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Community Feedback: 

Consultation Rounds 1 and 2 - As a result of the public consultation, the endorsed 
masterplan is proposed to be amended by removal of the proposed library building from 
the Civic space in Precinct B to create more [green] open space in the overall design. 

This amended option provides considered response to the community feedback, which as 
previously summarised was due to a high number of respondents requesting a greater 
amount of open [green] space in the masterplan. The revision also takes place-based 
activities away from busier streets and results in a better flow of the open space 
elements being open to the Residential Park to the east and continuing the flow of 
landscaping through to the northern end of the Piazza. It also proposes to change the 
late night venue to a more community focussed building. 

Throughout all the public consultation it should be noted that all of the information 
received, both positive and negative, has been received from people prepared to provide 
this feedback. The vast majority of people likely to be attracted to live and work in this 
precinct may not have been engaged. As this development is planned to cater for many 
years, this includes attempting to predict the needs and wants of diverse, future 
residents. Public consultation provides an insight from a certain number of people based 
on their thinking at that point in time and may not be necessarily reflective of the future 
market. 

Modelling: 

As part of the detailed planning, a financial model is being prepared to show the longer 
term financial outcomes of the project. This will be informed by the economic feasibility 
currently being prepared by consultants. Future staging will be in response to economic 
conditions identified in the feasibility. 

Pedestrians:  

The masterplan design allows for a high pedestrian amenity which encourages high 
levels of foot traffic along the retail and food shop strips. The masterplan refers to this 
as sticky edges. The proposed open space weaves through the precinct, with clearly 
legible entry points inviting pedestrians into the space. Careful consideration has been 
given to both residents and commercial foot traffic within and around the precinct.  

Planning Framework:  

At a state level the Midland Oval Masterplan responds to WAPC planning policies, 
Directions 2031, Perth and Peel @3.5million and activity centre outcomes providing 
higher densities close to public transport and amenity. At a district level it responds to 
development requirements, movement, urban form, heights and densities within the 
Midland Activity Centre Structure Plan. Previous key community stakeholder engagement 
exercises included the 1997 Midland's Revitalisation Charette and the 2007 Enquiry by 
Design process entitled Midland 2017 - The Challenge. Key outcomes have been 
acknowledged in the masterplan and attempts to meet identified aspirations. 
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Midland is uniquely placed, unlike many of the other strategic centres, in that it has 
another strategic activity centre in close proximity, Morley. Whilst the state government 
has invested heavily in Midland in the past few years (with Midland Hospital, MRA 
housing developments and Midland University), Morley is likely to gain considerable 
attention in the upcoming state election. Both the state government and opposition have 
included significant emphasis on transport infrastructure to Morley. Midland Oval 
redevelopment provides Council with an opportunity to build on good work to date by 
the MRA and thereby increasing Midland's competitive advantage in the competition for 
private investment.  

Project Costs:  

Phase Three Project costs (detailed planning and design) will remain as projected 
($1.5m) with no further additional holding costs for acquisitions. With appropriate 
staging, investment attraction may be more likely, therefore achieving the commercial 
viability for investors. 

Land acquisitions to date to the value of $28,337,500 to facilitate the development, with 
a further five (5) properties either in early negotiations with the City, progressing 
through the Contract of Sale and Settlement process or being considered by Council. 

Public Open Space: 15% (17,000sqm) in the proposed amended masterplan an 
increase from 13% (in the endorsed masterplan). 

The masterplan provides opportunity to introduce high quality public open space 
currently limited in the surrounding area with more active open spaces within the town 
centre, particularly in the oval precinct, which can facilitate for recreation and active 
spaces. It will provide a mix of formal and informal spaces that appeal across 
generations and provide areas for pedestrian respite - intimate streetscapes, shading, 
opportunity to rest and watch public life. There would be opportunity for delivery of play 
grounds, exercise equipment, nature play etc. This variety in design opportunities 
provides a point of difference to other offerings in Swan and surrounding areas while 
achieving an urban and formal space as per Council vision. 

Road Infrastructure: 

Road connectivity provides clear interface to the precincts surrounds allowing for 
appropriate traffic flow. 

Vision:  

The masterplan can achieve the vision set by Council by incorporating a mixed use, 
vibrant and strong sense of place. It increases the residential population and allows for 
apartments and business facilities that are designed to co-exist, and provides economic 
opportunity for existing and new business.   

The masterplan will symbolically reference Midland's strategic role as the cross roads or 
junction point to surrounding regional areas - Swan Valley, Perth Hills, Wheatbelt - 
making references to these places through public open space design and interpretation 
strategies. 

There is an opportunity to create a 'cycling route' to refer back to the cycling track that 
was originally part of the oval.  Creating an intergenerational place that welcomes all 
users, as well as attractive and visible precinct entry experiences, with opportunities for 
activities to spill into the street - eg alfresco dining. 
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The masterplan will provide an opportunity to create a fusion of the great aspects of 
surrounding places - the rural character of Guildford, Swan Valley etc. coming together 
in a contemporary execution through materials and built form. 

 
Option 2: Review and revise the amended masterplan to increase the amount of 
public open space, and endorse the Place Making strategy. 

The comments provided under Option 1 are the basis of support for Option 2. Additional 
comments are provided below. 

Access & Safety: 

The endorsed masterplan establishes seamless linkages back to the town centre, railway 
workshops and facilitates multiple entry points with attractive entry sequences.  
Reviewing would continue to build on the masterplan intent. 

Business Plan: 

The Business Plan would continue to be considered if any amendment is made. 

Community Feedback:  

Consultation Rounds 1 and 2 results have been incorporated to the amended 
masterplan.  Any further amendments would be tested against the project intent. 

Modelling: 

As part of the review, the existing model could continue to be developed.  Reviews to the 
masterplan could be built as assumptions with a new scenario. 

Pedestrians:  

Any further changes to the amended masterplan will be tested against the existing vision 
for the precinct to ensure clear legibility for pedestrians. As is the case with Option 1, 
careful consideration will be required around catering to both residential and commercial 
foot traffic.  

Planning Framework:  

This option would sit within the planning framework as outlined in Option 1 and therefore 
consideration would be given to state planning. 

Project Costs:  

Potentially minor variation to the project costs associated to Phase Three (Detailed 
Design and Planning) of the amended masterplan option. 

Public Open Space: 

This option could see a further increase to the amended masterplan's public open space 
percentage of 15% (17,000sqm).  Additional amounts of public open space could be 
explored in further detail to understand the impact on the whole design. Design and 
nature of space will be similar to Option 1 however there may be opportunity for 
embellishment. 
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Road Infrastructure: 

This option would build on the amended masterplan.  Any amendments will be tested 
against the vision to ensure alignment. Further traffic studies may be required 
depending on any changes. 

Vision:  

This option would build on the amended masterplan. Any amendments will be tested 
against the vision to ensure alignment. 

Option 3: Develop a new masterplan.  Hold the work on the current detailed 
planning and design stage of the project and develop a new masterplan that 
retains the existing oval space and review the potential for surrounding 
development. 

Access & Safety: 

Information received throughout the community workshops indicated the current site 
itself feels isolated, with adjoining uses/buildings backing onto the oval.  Fencing and car 
parks create perceived access barrier and there is a low overall profile for the site. 

A different approach would be required as to how the building structures could 
seamlessly integrate with a large open space to support activation, access and safety. 

Business Plan: 

The City's contractual obligations of Lot 4 The Avenue including the civil works and road 
design, as per the contract of sale, can not be varied.  The first right of refusal land 
parcels, in particular Lot 38 The Avenue, could have financial implications on the sale 
price of this option. 

A key component of any development is certainty.  The greater the clarity on the aspects 
of development the greater the capacity for a developer to risk capital to achieve a 
return. The WA economy is weak in comparison to the past twenty years and developers 
will anticipate the state of the economy in planning any development. 

Community Feedback: 

Feedback has been received through a public meeting and the Annual Meeting of 
Electors resulting in motions and analysis of an alternative option to the endorsed 
masterplan. This option is most likely to meet the sentiments from this community 
feedback. 

Other feedback received during the community workshops was received in relation to the 
existing oval space and the current issues facing the space. These were summarised in 
the place audit and have led to the Place Making Strategy.  

Modelling: 

There has been no financial or economic modelling on this option. 

Pedestrians: 

Pedestrian access points may be hidden from the surrounding frame and the space may 
be perceived as being exclusive to precinct residents. This would need to be considered 
in a new design. 
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Planning Framework:  

The City’s ability to meet current planning policy requirements for activity centres such 
as the design of a legible street network and to increase the range of employment in 
activity centres and contribute to the sub-regional employment self-sufficiency targets, 
will be limited given the design would lend itself to a predominantly residential 
establishment. There would be difficulties to achieve the same levels of viability and 
night time economy desired for the precinct. Midland 2017 – The Challenge identifies 
Midland Oval as a key site to achieve these targets and to act as a catalyst for further 
development in the town centre.  

Additional residents may bring in the residential density for the town centre. However, 
the precincts location is more appropriate for a mixed use precinct. The Structure Plan 
(MACSP) area provides for higher density apartment living on the outskirts of the 
Midland City centre. 

Project Costs: 

Costs will be partially duplicated for the project due to the requirement to redo studies 
and consultancies to inform and redevelop a new masterplan. Approximately $800,000 
to October 2016 has been spent to develop the concept plan and progress detailed 
planning and design.  An additional $680,000 was committed as at October 2016. 
Approximately $1.5m (based on historical costs without indexing) is the estimated cost 
to complete this option including the detailed planning and design stage. Additional costs 
incurred would include further holding costs for parcels of land acquired due to further 
delay in bringing the development to the market. 

Public Open Space: 16.8% (19,200sqm) 

The existing oval space is 16.8% of the Midland Oval precinct. A large green space with 
established greenery and play spaces could be provided in such a design. A point of 
difference to other open spaces in Swan would need to be established and consideration 
be given to the CBD nature and Council’s vision for a piazza/civic space and day/night 
event space.  

Road Infrastructure: 

Road connectivity will be completely impacted if the design retains the oval space. It will 
be challenging given the existing road infrastructure surrounding the precinct and the 
ability to construct internal road infrastructure within a close proximity. This would 
require detailed traffic and transport studies to confirm an appropriate road network. 
Careful consideration will be required to ensure compliance with state planning policy 
objectives which require a clearly legible street network within activity centres.  

Vision:  

The vision for Midland Oval would need to be revisited with this option as retention of 
the existing oval space will reduce the commercial viability for the precinct to potential 
investors therefore affecting the attraction rate and potentially being unable to achieve 
the City’s vision of providing economic and wellbeing of existing and new business, being 
a mixed use development, being a vibrant precinct, and providing the employment 
opportunities for the local community. If Council chooses to explore this option further, 
then a visioning exercise would be required to direct any future studies and reports 
required to develop a new masterplan. 



Special Meeting of Council 
30 January 2017 

 

CONSULTATION 

As outlined in the detail of this report. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Endorsed Masterplan 

Public Consultation Round 1 Results 

Amended Masterplan 

Public Consultation Round 2 Results 

Place Making Strategy 

Public Meeting 23 November 2016 minutes 

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

E1.1.5 Strengthen Midland as the economic centre ensuring our community needs are 
met. 

N2.2.2 Implement 'best practice' in management of ground and surface water. 

B1.1.2 Strengthen growth through the alignment of land use and infrastructure planning. 

B1.1.4 Provide appropriate open space to recreate and connect. 

B3.1.2 Provide bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. 

S1.1.1 Develop and deliver service options meeting future community requirements 

S1.1.2 Strengthen the sense of place and culture and belonging through inclusive 
community interaction and participation. 

S2.2.1 Facilitate improvement of community safety. 

 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government Act 1995 

Local Planning Scheme No. 17 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

As outlined in the detail of this report 
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VOTING REQUIREMENTS 

Simple majority 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Based on assessment of the public consultation, public meeting, annual meeting of 
electors and 14 December 2016 Ordinary Council Meeting, Option 2 is recommended to 
Council therefore, 

That Council resolve to: 

1) Review and revise the amended masterplan to increase the amount of public 
open space. 

2) Endorse the Place Making strategy. 

 

MOTION that the Council resolve to: 

1) Proceed with Option 3 to develop a new Midland Oval Masterplan (MORM). 

2) Hold the work for six months on the current detailed planning and design stage of 
the project and develop a new masterplan that retains the existing Midland Oval 
space and review the potential for surrounding development. 

3) Record the reasons for changing the staff recommendation as: 

1. The Midland Community wish to retain the Midland Oval as a recreational 
park. 

2. Our First World War ANZACs played footy on the Midland Oval until they 
signed up. 

3. The Midland Oval land was a charitable donation in January 1900 and the 
City has a fiduciary duty to retain it. 

4. The community wishing to retain the Midland Oval is numerous and 
representative. 

5. There was insufficient public consultation between 2011 and August 2015 
when the draft MORM was issued for public consultation. 

6. The Oval can be retained and still keep most of the features of the 
proposed amended MORM. 

7. The economics of property development favour retention of the Midland 
Oval. 

8. There is insufficient open space in Midland, far less then is needed for the 
Urban Housing Strategy and the MORM. 
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9. City Public Open Space Policy C112 requires 4 hectares, but option 2, the 
recommended proposed amended MORM, provides only 1.7 hectares or 
greater. Option 3 could provide 3 hectares. 

10. Midland’s urban tree canopy needs more trees and open space, not less, to 
combat the urban heat island effect. 

11. An independent architect questioned why the only remaining open space in 
Midland is being removed. 

12. There is no indication that the economic benefits of this option will be less 
than option 1 or option 2. 

(Cr Johnson - Cr McCullough) 

 

MOTION WAS PUT TO THE VOTE AND LOST (3/11) 

 

For: Cr Johnson, McCullough and Williams 

Against: Cr Bailey, Elliott, Färdig, Haynes, Henderson, Kovalevs, Lucas, McDonnell, 
McNamara, Trease and Wainwright 

 

MOTION that the Council resolve to: 

1) Endorse the attached amended masterplan and the Place Making Strategy and 
continue with the detailed planning and design stage of the project. 

2) Record the reasons for changing the staff recommendation is that of the options 
presented: 

1. It addresses the public open space concerns raised during community 
consultation. 

2. Shows the community and potential investors that the City is committed to 
the redevelopment of Midland Oval and  

3. Gives city staff clear direction to move forward. 

(Cr Bailey - Cr Färdig) 
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FORESHADOWED MOTION: 

In the event of the motion being defeated, Cr Lucas foreshadowed that he would move: 

1) Review and revise the amended masterplan to increase the amount of public 
open space. 

2) Give consideration to Council’s original vision for the precinct. 

3) Engage appropriate consultants and conduct workshops with Councillors to 
provide input for proposed revisions 

4) Present the revised masterplan back to Council for endorsement 

5) Endorse the place making strategy. 

 

The Presiding Member adjourned the meeting at 8.07pm due to the disruptive behaviour 
of a member of the the public. 

Cr Williams left the Chamber at 8.07pm and did not return. 

The Presiding member resumed the meeting at 8.09pm. 

 

Cr Wainwright indicated he wished to participate in debate. At 8.34pm Cr Lucas took the 
role of Presiding Member in accordance with the Meeting Procedures 2015.  

Cr Wainwright resumed the position of Presiding Member at 8.35pm. 

 

RESOLVED (8/5) TO: 

1) Endorse the attached amended masterplan and the Place Making Strategy and 
continue with the detailed planning and design stage of the project. 

2) Record the reasons for changing the staff recommendation is that of the options 
presented: 

1. It addresses the public open space concerns raised during community 
consultation. 

2. Shows the community and potential investors that the City is committed to 
the redevelopment of Midland Oval and  

3. Gives city staff clear direction to move forward. 

 

For: Crs Bailey, Elliott, Färdig, Haynes, Henderson, McDonnell, McNamara and Trease 

Against: Crs Johnson, Kovalevs, Lucas, McCullough and Wainwright 
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MIDLAND OVAL REDEVELOPMENT 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SUMMARY REPORT 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
  
A series of three community workshops were held as part of the community consultation 
process for the proposed Midland Oval Redevelopment.   The workshops were held at the 
Old Midland Court House Saturday 7th May, and Tuesday 10th May 2016. 

Interested community members were also invited to provide comment via the City of Swan 
webpage and following the workshops using a preformatted Feedback Sheet. 

The Feedback Sheet invited comment on the following 31 questions and discussion topics. 

1. What special links or connections should be celebrated by this project? 
2. What regional or local history should be celebrated by this project? 
3. What significant people or stories should be celebrated by this project? 
4. What things define Midland and should be celebrated by this project? 
5. What other comment would you make with regard to the history and culture of this 

site? 
6. Who should we be designing the space for? Who is most likely to use the open 

space? 
7. What sort of activities are likely to result or what activities, events or attractions 

would you like to see provided for in the open space? 
8. What one off, weekend or night time activities should be provided for in the open 

space that will keep people coming back? 
9. What is Midland missing that could be included here? 
10. What other comment would you make with regard to activities, events and 

attraction? 
11. What should the feel and character of the four open spaces and streetscape 

components be like - modern, urban, rural or a mix? 
12. Do you support the vision proposed for the RESIDENTIAL PARK space? 
13. Please provide comment to explain why you do or don't support the vision 
14. What changes or additions would you suggest for the Residential Park? 
15. Do you support the vision proposed for the LIBRARY FORECOURT space? 
16. Please provide comment to explain why you do or don't support the vision 
17. What changes or additions would you suggest for the Library Forecourt? 
18. Do you support the vision proposed for the MIDLAND PIAZZA space? 
19. Please provide comment to explain why you do or don't support the vision 
20. What changes or additions would you suggest for the Midland Piazza? 
21. Do you support the vision proposed for the JUNIPER LINK space? 
22. Please provide comment to explain why you do or don't support the vision 
23. What changes or additions would you suggest for the Juniper Link? 
24. Do you support the STREETSCAPE vision? 
25. Please provide comment to explain why you do or don't support the vision 
26. What additions would you suggest for the streetscape components? 
27. What landscape elements help define the character of Midland and should be 

included in this precinct? 
28. What other comment would you make with regard to the public open space? 
29. What would you do to make this precinct a must visit destination for Perth? 
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30. What idea or aspiration would you suggest for inclusion as part of this project? 
31. What other comment would you make with regard to the public open space? 

 

In addition to feedback and comment received at the workshops fifty four completed 
Feedback Sheets were received.   A comprehensive summary of the feedback for each of the 
questions above is provided at Section Two of this report. 

 

KEY FINDINGS AND COMMON THEMES 
The following key and/or common themes resulted from the feedback. 

 Support for the inclusion of sporting, railway, local history, local identities and 
indigenous open space themes; 

 Support for recognition of key historical events or identifies including – The World 
Wars, the 10th Lighthorse, Harpers, Septimus Roe, Stirling, Barrett, Leonard, 
Henry Bull, Harpers, De Burgh, Lou Whiteman, Steele Bishop, Eddie Barron, 
Frank Taylor and/or Stan Gurney; 

 Support for the inclusion of markets, open air cinema, festivals, arts and 
community space; 

 Support for a diverse mix of uses and space types in the public open space; 

 Mixed views on the open space component with a focus on the type, size and use 
of the resultant open space; 

 Some support for retention of the oval; 

 Support for retention of open space in the Library Forecourt; 

 Need for effective and flexible vehicle access identified; 

 Support for public open space that is diverse, green, modern, and urban; 

 Feedback on the Residential Space: 

o 20 don’t support its current form; 

o 16 do support its current form; 

o 18 unsure or did not respond; 

o Key themes: 

 Need kick about space; 

 Offer ability to limit vehicles numbers and access;  

 Bring people together 

 Feedback on the Library Forecourt: 

o 16 don’t support its current form; 

o 16 do support its current form; 

o 22 unsure or did not respond; 

o Key themes - Leave the Library out of this space and make it more active 
space; 

 Feedback on the Piazza: 

o 11 don’t support its current form; 

o 25 do support its current form; 
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o 18 unsure or did not respond; 

o Key themes – Provide space and things of interest for people including, 
trees, seats, water 

 Feedback on Juniper: 

o 11 don’t support its current form; 

o 17 do support its current form; 

o 26 unsure or did not respond; 

o Key themes – Provide space and things of interest for people that is safe, 
green activated, shaded and secure 

 Feedback on Streetscapes: 

o 6 don’t support its current form; 

o 21 do support its current form; 

o 27 unsure or did not respond; 

o Key themes: 

 Must be pedestrian friendly and safe; 

 Provide tree lined streets; 

 Include suitable roadside furniture and lighting; and 

 Be slow or low speed. 

 The most likely attractors to the resultant space will be: 

o Events; 

o Cultural displays or events; 

o Markets; 

o Festivals; and 

o Pleasant, green and shady spaces. 
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MIDLAND OVAL REDEVELOPMENT 
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SUMMARY REPORT 

 

FULL CONSULTATION REPORT  
  
 

1. STRUCTURE OF THIS CONSULTATION REPORT 
This consultation report is structured as follows: 

 The Executive Summary provides an overview of the consultative process, the key 
discussion topics and a brief summary of the key outcomes from all resultant 
feedback; 

 Section Two of this report presents a summary of feedback received from the fifty four 
respondents that submitted feedback either during or after the workshops; and 

 Section Three of this report explains the format of the Community Workshops; 

 Section Four of this report presents the planning and background information 
provided to Community Workshop participants; and 

 Section Five of this report presents the findings of each of the three Community 
Workshops; 

 Appendix One provides the Feedback Sheet used to encourage stakeholder input. 

 

2. SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY FEEDBACK 
 

A Feedback Sheet was used to encourage interested community members to provide 
comment via the City of Swan webpage and following the workshops using a preformatted 
Feedback Sheet. 

The Feedback Sheet invited comment on the following 31 questions and discussion topics. 

1. What special links or connections should be celebrated by this project? 
2. What regional or local history should be celebrated by this project? 
3. What significant people or stories should be celebrated by this project? 
4. What things define Midland and should be celebrated by this project? 
5. What other comment would you make with regard to the history and culture of this 

site? 
6. Who should we be designing the space for? Who is most likely to use the open 

space? 
7. What sort of activities are likely to result or what activities, events or attractions 

would you like to see provided for in the open space? 
8. What one off, weekend or night time activities should be provided for in the open 

space that will keep people coming back? 
9. What is Midland missing that could be included here? 
10. What other comment would you make with regard to activities, events and 

attraction? 
11. What should the feel and character of the four open spaces and streetscape 

components be like - modern, urban, rural or a mix? 
12. Do you support the vision proposed for the RESIDENTIAL PARK space? 
13. Please provide comment to explain why you do or don't support the vision 
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14. What changes or additions would you suggest for the Residential Park? 
15. Do you support the vision proposed for the LIBRARY FORECOURT space? 
16. Please provide comment to explain why you do or don't support the vision 
17. What changes or additions would you suggest for the Library Forecourt? 
18. Do you support the vision proposed for the MIDLAND PIAZZA space? 
19. Please provide comment to explain why you do or don't support the vision 
20. What changes or additions would you suggest for the Midland Piazza? 
21. Do you support the vision proposed for the JUNIPER LINK space? 
22. Please provide comment to explain why you do or don't support the vision 
23. What changes or additions would you suggest for the Juniper Link? 
24. Do you support the STREETSCAPE vision? 
25. Please provide comment to explain why you do or don't support the vision 
26. What additions would you suggest for the streetscape components? 
27. What landscape elements help define the character of Midland and should be 

included in this precinct? 
28. What other comment would you make with regard to the public open space? 
29. What would you do to make this precinct a must visit destination for Perth? 
30. What idea or aspiration would you suggest for inclusion as part of this project? 
31. What other comment would you make with regard to the public open space? 

 

In addition to feedback and comment received at the workshops fifty four completed 
Feedback Sheets were also received.  Some respondents didn’t provide feedback or 
comment on all questions, 

The resulted feedback is shown graphically for each question on the following pages.  
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COX HOWLETT & BAILEY WOODLAND

URBAN FABRIC
variation: revised after public consultation

RESIDENTIAL PARK

passive recreational park

MIDLAND PARK

parkland

PIAZZA

community 

events + retail 

edge

JUNIPER 

LINK

community 

active 

space

Midland Park 

public open 

space

4,800sqm

25% of existing oval

of which 2,600sqm 

is turfed,13% of 

existing oval

Piazza & Link

7,200sqm

37.5% of existing 

oval

Residential Park

5,000sqm

26.5% of existing oval

turfed area

EXISTING OVAL MORM PUBLIC OPEN SPACE UPDATED FOLLOWING PUBLIC CONSULTATION

TOTAL AREA 19,200sqm 17,000sqm

% of TOTAL PRECINCT 16.8% 15%



Midland Oval Redevelopment 

Public Open Space Workshop Summary 22 August 2016 Page 1 

MIDLAND OVAL REDEVELOPMENT 
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE WORKSHOP 

Venue:    Midland Town Hall 
6:00pm, Monday 22nd August 2016 

 

WORKSHOP SUMMARY  
 
 
1. MAYORAL WELCOME AND SCENE SETTING 
Cr Mick Wainwright, Mayor, City of Swan, welcomed participants to the workshop and set the 
scene for discussion.   The Mayor encouraged participants to contribute openly and 
constructively explaining that the information to be presented at the workshop was recently 
presented to full Council with positive feedback. 
 
 
2. WORKSHOP PURPOSE AND PROCESS 
Linton Pike (Facilitator) outlined the process for the workshop.  The purpose of the workshop 
is to: 

 Present the findings of the community and stakeholder input to the Public Open 
Space (POS) design as part of the Midland Oval Master Plan. 

 
The workshop agenda is provided at Attachment One.   
A list of meeting participants is provided at Attachment Two. 
 
 
3. SUMMARY OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
Linton Pike presented a summary of the public consultation feedback noting the following: 
 
The process for recent consultation is shown below.  

 
Consultation Process: 

 Feedback Sheets were used with all participants encouraged to make use of them; 
 31 questions or comment opportunities were included on the Feedback Sheets; 
 Feedback was also invited via the Council webpage; 
 54 Feedback Sheets were received – not all questions were answered 

 
Key Workshop Consultation Topics 

 Workshop Session #1 – Context, history and culture 
 Workshop Session #2 – Activities, events and attractions 
 Workshop Session #3 – Open space and streetscape 
 Workshop Session #4 – Ideas and inspiration 
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Key Themes 
 Support for sporting, railway, local history, local identities and indigenous open space 

themes 
 Support for the inclusion of markets, open air cinema, festivals, arts and community 

space 
 Support for a mix of uses and space types 
 Mixed views on the open space component with a focus on type, size and use 
 Some support for oval retention 
 Support for retention of open space in Library Forecourt 
 Need for effective and flexible vehicle access identified 

 
Summary of Discussion 
 



Midland Oval Redevelopment 

Public Open Space Workshop Summary 22 August 2016 Page 3 

 



Midland Oval Redevelopment 

Public Open Space Workshop Summary 22 August 2016 Page 4 

The public open space plan presented for discussion during the consultation process is 
shown below. 

 
In response to the feedback received during the consultation the Project Team further 
modified the public open space plan as follows: 

 The central library space has been modified to provide grassed open space suitable 
for kick around space to a size comparable for that used for Auskick. 

 There will still be a strong community focus for this space with equal comment for 
and against the retention of the library; 

 Late night uses have now been tucked into the other commercial building earmarked 
as a potential hotel site.  

The modified open space plan is shown below 
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4. PRESENTATION OF PLACE MAKING STRATEGY 
Lisa Montgomery from Place Match presented the Place Making Strategy noting that: 
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Midland Piazza (including Juniper 
Link 

 Regional showcase 
 Urban play 
 Organised events - flexible 

space 
 Local icons 
 Everyone’s welcome 
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Midland Park 

 Modern Oval 
interpretation 

 Kickabout, informal 
recreation 

 Grandstand seating 
 Nature play, multi courts 
 Social connections and 

networks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Residential Park 

 Local community life 
 Energy shift – 

reflect, relax 
 Green landscape 
 Edible gardens 
 Nature play 
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Precinct-Wide Attractions 
 
Midland Crossroads Discovery Trail 

 Showcasing all elements of Midland’s regional heritage 
 Woven throughout the site, commencing at Juniper Gardens and concluding in the 

Residential Park 
 

 
Edible Landscape Linking Installation 

 Regional landscape identity and DNA; Indigenous and multicultural heritage 
 Agriculture and viticulture, local rituals of productive back yards and market gardens 

 

 
Canopies and Grandstand Seating 

 Feature canopies that demonstrate the “Built By Hand” theme, woven throughout the 
precinct 

 Grandstand Seating at Midland Park to frame the recreation space and create a 
spectator / viewing experience 

 
Activation Concepts 
 
Midland’s Big Backyard 

 Programmed installation which is a tongue in cheek homage to the great Australian 
backyard lifestyle 

 

 
Celebrations and Events 

 A series of flagship annual events and smaller, frequent programs that are ‘owned’ by 
Midland Oval and draw from the Place Making Themes 

o Food, sport and recreation, Big Backyard, Makers festival, seasonal rituals 
o Extend Midland Library into the precinct with “Tiny Libraries” 

 

 
Midland Oval by night 

 Feature lighting, urban play, programmed events, urban screen, lighting / flooring 
projections 

 Midland Piazza focus 
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Opportunities for the Public Realm 
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5. QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION 
Questions and answers arising from this session are summarised below.  

Q There was no mention of public toilets.  Will they be included?  

A 
They will be included at appropriate locations throughout the open space.   
Midland Piazza area would be a control room with family facilities toilets etc.  
 

Q What size Midland Park – compared to this room? 

A 

We will take this question on notice. 
The following information was provided after the meeting: 
The park space would be around 4,800 m2 which is around 25% of the existing oval 
space.  Around 2,600 m2 would be turfed area which would be suitable as an Auskick 
oval. 
The hall space within Midland town Hall is roughly 25m by 15m which equates to 
around 375 m2.  
 

Q Is there provision for a cycleway? 

A 
There has been discussion on how elements can be included and interpreted.  It will 
be provided as shared path of an appropriate width. 
 

Q How do we pay for this? 

A 

Cost of developing the oval will be an operational cost. 
Different parcels of land will be released at different times to assist with project 
funding.   Income will also be derived from resultant ratepayer owners. 
The Master Plan was developed to provide a viable solution that can be largely self-
funding by land development.  This approach will generate a return on the available 
land to minimise the cost to the ratepayers of the City of Swan.  
 

Q How does this compare to Elizabeth Quay’s viability and resultant cost liability to 
ratepayers? 

A 

The land use feasibility was completed several years ago along with a high level 
economic impact assessment. 
A more detailed economic impact assessment and market assessment will be 
completed in the future to agree optimal timings of land release. 
 

Q Would the oval be big enough for Hyper Fest or a circus or Naidoc Week? 

A 

Organised events would probably be conducted in the piazza space. This would 
include events like Naidoc Week or Hyper Fest. 
The park space is significant in area and would be used for informal play with 
flexibility for other uses. 
 

Q Is there a Plan B on the table? 

A 
No, this concept reflects earlier consultation and the overall Master Plan for the area.  
This concept also reflects earlier consultation and refinement work dating back to the 
initial Planning Charrette of 1997. 
 

Q Where is the connectivity between areas with traffic with changing travel patterns? 
The future needs to offer something special here.   
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A 

The streetscape network has been seen as part of the open space as an easy space 
to walk through.   There is a lot more detail to come and we have a Landscape 
Architect working with land use architect to ensure traffic calming and flows are 
appropriate and safe. 
The images presented tonight start to outline the concepts that are proposed. 
 

Q What is the anticipated future population of the precinct? 

A Initial assessment showed an estimated 2,000 additional residents. 
 

Q Removal of cross street desirable for people across existing oval space with around 
20 of those present agreeing. 

A 
It was noted that the street network is provided as a low speed environment with 
provision to close internal roads for events where required. 
Good access is still needed throughout the area. 
 

 
 
6. WORKSHOP SESSION  
Participants formed into five tables to provide: 

1. Feedback on the proposed vision for the Residential Park space? 
2. Feedback on the proposed vision for Midland Park? 
3. Feedback on the proposed vision for Midland Piazza? 
4. Feedback on the proposed vision for Juniper Link? 
5. Overall, have we heard you correctly and do you have any further 

comments/suggestions? 
 
Individual Feedback Sheets were also provided with participants encouraged to make use of 
them. 
A brief summary of feedback received from each of the five groups is provided below.  
 

PROPOSED VISION FOR THE RESIDENTIAL PARK SPACE 

Table 1 
 There are safety concerns and useability concerns if only residents park in the 

area and use the available space. 
 We need to create a space that will bring others to the area. 

Table 2  The space is needed for residents but is not inviting to others.  

Table 3 
 Is there enough space for an additional 2,000 people and how will traffic be 

managed. 
 The oval space helps but must be maintained over time. 

Table 4  Concern at overshadowing of residential park and the effects this will have on 
the space.  

Table 5  We should remove the road to create more open space and provide access to 
residents from out of the precinct. 

 
 

PROPOSED VISION FOR MIDLAND PARK 

Table 1 
 The slightly larger space is better with sports areas good e.g. half court, gym 

equipment, etc. 
 We must encourage families to play and stay. 
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PROPOSED VISION FOR MIDLAND PARK 

Table 2 
 Retention of the oval in its current form is generally supported at this table. 
 The inclusion of facilities is welcomed.  

Table 3  This is better than nothing but must be maintained and should be bigger if 
possible.  

Table 4  The oval space is small and should be bigger to accommodate relevant uses. 

Table 5 

 A skate park should be included. 
 The removal of the library building is good and promotes pedestrian flows and 

eyes on the street. 
 Open up the oval by allowing road closures during events. 
 Make access for pedestrians and cyclists the priority movement not vehicles. 

 
 

PROPOSED VISION FOR MIDLAND PIAZZA 

Table 1 
 The café strip extension is a good inclusion. 
 Flip Precincts E and F to increase space in this area. 

Table 2 
 Oval retention in its entirety is supported.  
 Seating is needed.  
 Overarching themes are good but should be consolidated. 

Table 3 
 This is too small for concerts and 5,000 people. 
 When will affected land be bought and paid for by Council?   Landowners are in 

limbo and need clear direction – they are currently paying rates for no value. 
Table 4  Where and what are the teenage attractors – chess boards, skating, etc. 
Table 5  The available space is too small, remove the central building to create more 

space. 
 
 

PROPOSED VISION FOR JUNIPER LINK 

Table 1 
 Ensure it is safe for people to cross. 
 Juniper Gardens is a good example of things that don’t work well. 

Table 2 
 Ensure it is safe for people to cross. 
 Juniper Gardens is a good example of things that don’t work well. 

Table 3  Only available for pedestrian use please. 
Table 4  It is a good idea to link one small park to another. 

Table 5 
 Perhaps a climbing wall would work here. 
 We need to ensure the Crescent does not become a physical barrier. 

 
 

ANY FURTHER COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS 
Table 1  It lacks focus as a scheme with a central public area needed. 
Table 2  Opportunities for senior citizens’ facilities are needed in the area. 

Table 3  There is little clarity with regard to questions to be addressed e.g. how many 
people, how open and how interacting, how included in local area ownership. 



Midland Oval Redevelopment 

Public Open Space Workshop Summary 22 August 2016 Page 17 

ANY FURTHER COMMENTS/SUGGESTIONS 

Table 4 
 Don’t put roads through the oval area.  
 Avoid through traffic with stronger pedestrian space and a central park. 

Table 5 
 Similar to T4 noting that the design fits in with the commercial and other areas 

and reflects its presence and value. 
 Next time it would be good to have A3 plans available before the meeting. 

 
A summary of the individual feedback received is provided below and includes all feedback 
received to 2 September 2016 when the comment period closed. 
 
Individual Feedback Sheets were received from workshop participants and the general 
community as shown below: 

 18 from workshop participants 
 20 subsequently from general community 

Some respondents didn’t provide feedback or comment on all questions, 
 
The resulted feedback is shown graphically for each of the five questions on the following 
pages. 
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The responses have been broadly categorised as summarised below for each of the 5 key 
discussion topics. 

 
The completed feedback sheets are retained by the City of Swan and provided considerable 
supplementary comment. 
 
 
7. NEXT STEPS AND FEEDBACK SHEETS 
The next steps in the process include: 

 Feedback is welcomed until 2 September 2016;  
 We will then report back to Council; and 
 Council will progress their ongoing deliberations. 
 

Thank you all for your input. 
The workshop closed at 8:05pm. 
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ATTACHMENT ONE 
 

 MIDLAND OVAL REDEVELOPMENT  
PUBLIC OPEN SPACE WORKSHOP  

Venue:    Midland Town Hall 
6:00pm, Monday 22nd August 2016 

 
WORKSHOP PURPOSE:    

 Present the findings of the community and stakeholder input to the Public Open 
Space (POS) design as part of the Midland Oval Master Plan. 

 

 

AGENDA 
 

Start time ITEM BY 

6:00pm Mayoral welcome and scene setting  Mick Wainwright 

6:05 Purpose and process Linton Pike 

6:15 Summary of Public Consultation Linton Pike 

6:30 Presentation of Place Making Strategy Lisa Montgomery

6:45 Question and answer session All 

7:00 

Workshops based around the following questions (which 
will form the feedback sheets): 

1. Feedback on the proposed vision for the 
Residential Park space? 

2. Feedback on the proposed vision for Midland Park? 

3. Feedback on the proposed vision for Midland 
Piazza? 

4. Feedback on the proposed vision for Juniper Link? 

5. Overall, have we heard you correctly and do you 
have any further comments/suggestions? 

All / Small 
Groups* 

7:45 Workshop Session outcomes Table presenters

7:55 Next Steps and Feedback Sheets Linton Pike 

8:00pm Close   
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ATTACHMENT TWO 
WORKSHOP PARTICIPANTS 

 
 



Draft Place Making Strategy 22 July 2016
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from established industries such as freight, agriculture and commercial exchange, 
backed by a strong ‘can do’ culture.  It has been ‘built by hand’ throughout the 
generations of locals and enterprising families who have lived and worked side by side to 
establish a strong regional centre, realising and embracing the area’s potential through 
both prosperity and downturn.  

climate shifted and revitalisation was much needed, bringing with it a new appetite 

potential to unify different town centre precincts and strengthen the overall destination 
experience for locals and visitors. Early plans for its redevelopment date back to 1968.

physical planning and design with longer term destination development drivers.

The Strategy has been developed in response to key concepts and directions from the 

diverse range of users and audiences. 

where people can make friends, do business, exchange ideas, live, relax or play – right in 
the city’s heart, the place making vision is supported by three key themes:

through meeting places, celebration spaces, attractions and facilities

lifestyle and celebrates its regional produce

attitude.

and community life:

1. Midland Piazza: The precinct’s primary destination and social, cultural and community 

• Urban Plaza – the precinct’s primary space for organised events and activities – 

such as makers markets
• Midland Showcase

comprising local food and beverage operators and community meeting and 

• Urban Lounge – with a focus on urban play, and welcoming to people of all ages, 
this will feature feature multipurpose urban play pieces, moveable and skateable 
furniture and interactive attractions such as a possible climbing wall

• Cale Street Extension

2. The Grandstand: 

history.
3. Residential Park: 

for the City of Swan to deliver the precinct vision:

EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY



Permanent attractions and programmed installations

and programs to support place activation and visitor attraction:

framing the public spaces and creating a visual journey

provide a nod to the site’s former use and heritage and frame the community oriented 
informal recreation and kickabout space

change and diversifying of audiences 
Staging and place activation

series of short term activities that paint a picture of the experiences and places proposed 

place amenity, activity and engagement with local businesses on The Crescent

and activities ahead of long term delivery.

and activities that will need to work together to bring the place to life.

Place branding and positioning

developing and executing place positioning and branding strategies that communicate 

place branding should focus on articulating and ‘selling’ the project and place vision 

transition to that of a destination focussed offer with application across multiple touch 
points. 

Partnerships and community development 
Developing strong local partnerships and fostering an engaged community – both 
onsite and from surrounding areas – will be integral to the precinct’s overall success. The 

corporate and regional sectors. In the context of utilising place activation strategies as a 

to establish a stewardship approach through engagement with local community and 
stakeholder groups.

Public Art, interpretation and heritage

Trail installation should be supported through additional opportunities for interpretation 
including paving, lighting, water features, street furniture, digital elements and 
programmed artworks. 

Public space management

evolve enable full execution of the vision and visitor experience through:

• Dedicated management of major attractions including public spaces, public art, 
council-owned building assets, the event screen and other public facilities

• Support services including marketing, visitor services, security, site presentation and 
programming 

EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY

3



CONTEXT



MIDLAND  OVAL  REDEVELOPMENT  MASTER PLAN

was adopted by City of Swan in November 2015. The 

precinct and identify opportunities to enhance access, 
connectivity, commercial and social exchange.

• The following themes and ideas characterise the vision 

strong relationship with surrounding context
• Strong mixed use development with activated edges 

at ground to support vibrancy
• Iconic identity with a connected civic heart

with appropriate mix, density and scale.

VISION:

• Clear civic and community heart

INTENT:
• Iconic destination

• Urban village that recognises history

Cox Howlett & Bailey Woodland 5

MIDLAND GATE 
SHOPPING CENTREJUNIPER 

GARDENS

DEF

CBBAAAAAAAAAAA

THE AVENUE

MORRISON ROAD

Colonnade frontages 
to piazza

North 0 50m2010

Sub-precinct 
BoundaryA

RESIDENTIAL PARK

Retained existing 
significant trees

Mixed use retail / 
commercial podium
residential over

Mixed-use
retail / commercial 
podium residential 
over

Residential 
apartments

Mixed-use
retail / hospitality 
podium
Residential over

Retail Promenade

Signalled 
intersection Cale  St 
and The Crescent

Mixed-use retail /
commercial podium 

commercial over

Children’s 
playground

LIBRARY 
FORECOURT

Mixed-use retail / 
commercial podium     

commercial over

Mixed-use retail / 
late night venue

JUNIPER LINK

Retained existing 
significant trees

Signalled 
intersection at 
shared street

PIAZZA

Piazza stage and 
outdoor screen

Residential Civic Retail/Late Night 
Venue

Commercial Carparking/
Commercial

Hotel & Serviced 
Apartments

Land Uses Key

Retail

Public Art Location

* Buildings shown are
indicative only

Taxi rank
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FROM  PLAN  TO  PLACE

Creating a place that is attractive and well utilised by both the local community and 

destination development drivers.

potential by examining:

• How it will be used, by who and when

• How it is positioned to attract visitors and investment
• How it could be programmed and managed to ensure the ultimate place experience 

delivers on the vision
• How the precinct could be improved in the short term, whilst planning for long term 

project delivery

long term viability.

Strategies 
developed

 Destination 
benchmarking

User groups, 
uses and 
activities  

 
aligned  

 

Vision,  
 

themes and  
mood boards 

established

Stakeholder  
and user  

group  
engagement

vibrancy 
assessment, 

opportunities  
and constraints 

mapping

research, literature 
review

METHODOLOGY AND APPROACH



PLACE  ANALYSIS
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Today, activity within the precinct varies greatly and key ‘hot spots’ are:

MIDLAND  OVAL  PLACE  AUDIT

2. The Crescent and Cale Street as the 
central energy generators due to:

 
which provide a good connection 

local attraction in its own right 



OPPORTUNITIES  AND  CONSTRAINTS

OPPORTUNITIES

and personalities 

through nomenclature, public art, interpretive signage and public realm design 

interpretive installation which serves as a major, destination drawcard

centre and surrounding anchors 
6. Continuation of energy and activity from Cale Street as a logical extension into the 

dilution

recreation, informal sport, activity and social exchange
8. Ensure a mix of formal and informal spaces that appeal across generations

active spaces for teenagers to meet informally, and recreation opportunities for 
seniors such as walking paths

10. Encourage uses that are complementary to the dominant retail uses around the site 

 CONSTRAINTS

complementary

location, use and function whilst balancing overall revitalisation goals for the 
precinct

community’s regular rituals

application through project delivery 

box retail to workers cottages, town centre, high presence of at grade car parking 
etc

outcome

9



THE  STORY  OF  MIDLAND  OVAL



THE  STORY  OF  MIDLAND  OVAL

from established industries such as freight, agriculture and commercial exchange, 
backed by a strong ‘can do’ culture.  

It has been ‘built by hand’ throughout the generations of locals and enterprising families 
who have lived and worked side by side to establish a strong regional centre, realising 

the local culture and values. 

Midland Oval – Play, Compete, Socialise, Entertain

throughout a long evolution as home to various recreation activities – from lawn bowls to 

one of the state’s best and fastest cycling tracks which, in 1949, was put to good use in 

‘…we used to go over there every Friday night, all us young blokes, we used to love it 
there, watch the cycling, watch all these world champions riding on Midland Oval.’ 

‘we used to call it the ‘Rec’… if you went in the proper entrance, you would have to 
pay…but for a few of the homes, their back fence circled on to it and you could see 
everything from there..’

recreation facilities within the City of Swan.

years since, and the place has been used for recreation and play – to kick a footy, bat a 
ball, walk the dog or exercise – as well as other community activities. 

identity and introduce new contemporary cultural experiences has grown, highlighted by 

and delighted locals and visitors, bringing with them new audiences and demonstrating 

streetscapes and new uses including civic, retail, commercial and residential; and 
creating connections through to other central destinations.  

that were formed through activities held at the Oval, the people who were instrumental 
in creating and bringing life to the place, while introducing level of amenity and activities 
that suit today’s growing community – set against a built form and landscape backdrop 

where people can make friends, do business, exchange ideas, live, relax or play – right in 
the city’s heart.

11



THE  STORY  OF  MIDLAND  OVAL
MIDLAND  OVAL  -  A  SNAPSHOT  OVER  TIME

were popular at 
the Oval. The image 
below also shows the 

background – this was 
damaged by storm in 

1963 and was later 
demolished and a 
new pavilion built

track had been 
removed, and a cycling 

track installed in its place. 

it was considered to be one 
of the best and fastest 

tracks in the State

In 1968, the Town 

Tomlinson suggested for 

redevelopment of 

was formally opened by 

1901, and in commemoration 
of the event trees were 

planted around the 

Sports Carnival was 
held and included 

events such as cycling, 
running, and axemen 

cycling and  
running events 

until 1998.

This photograph below 
shows a football game 

in play  in 1918

Utilised also as 
a trotting track 

up until approx 1925. 

that the recreation ground 
could be made more 

a cycling track

To prepare for 

Cycling Championships 

upgraded facilities including 
parking, gates and surface 

4,000—5,000 people 
attended

Club played its last game on 

In November 2015 the 
City of Swan formally 

prepared by Cox Howlett 

was on the outer edge 
of the town’s development, 

and was referred to as 



SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES

1890 1949 Championships heat 1998
Sports Complex

1895 
-97 1952 1999

1901 1963 Original grandstand damaged by storm 
and demolished 2013 Soccer relocated

1906 - 
1907 1964 New pavilion built 2014

1920’s Trotting a popular pastime 1968 and planning commences 2015

1935
Improved cycling track laid

1937 Trotting Track removed 1989

1948 1993 - 
2015 Various redevelopment schemes prepared 
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PLACE  POSITIONING



MIDLAND  -  REGIONAL  POSITIONING 
Centre and its revitalisation 
will bring the opportunity 
to unify different precincts 
and strengthen the 
overall destination 
experience for locals and 

metropolitan destination 
set is at the nexus of city 

its long held and widely 
recognised role as the 

forward, this positioning 
and role will continue to 
be relevant and underpin 
the purpose and function 
of the place.  It is also a 

revitalisation will strengthen 
and evolve.  
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LILAC HILL

MIDLAND 
TOWN CENTRE MIDLAND 

GATE SHOPPING CENTRE

RAILWAY 
SQUARE

STIRLING 
SQUARE

WOODBRIDGE 
RIVERSIDE

PARK

JACK WILLIAMSON 
OVAL

JACK MANN OVAL

MIDLAND SPORTS COMPLEX

Sculpture Park 
Nature Playground

PERTH HILLS

Stirk Park and Wattle 
Grove Nature Play 

Space

WATER TANK PARK

FOUNDRY PARK

COAL DAM PARK

SWAN VALLEY

MUNDARING

GUILDFORD 
TOWN CENTRE

MIDLAND 
OVAL

MIDLAND  OVAL -  LOCAL  DESTINATION  LANDSCAPE 

Currently anchored by destinations 

context will change considerably in the 
next 5 – 10 years with delivery of new 
places including:

heritage destination featuring mixed 
use development, a hotel, hardstand 
public spaces and capacity to host 
major events

of active and passive uses

this facility are underway

with a focus on the potential of Old 

Street for activation.

MIDLAND OVAL 

URBAN SPACE / TOWN 
CENTRE DESTINATION

GREEN SPACE / LOCAL 
PARKS

REGIONAL DESTINATION 



PLACE  VISION
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MIDLAND OVAL MASTER PLAN PURPOSE

 

MIDLAND OVAL PLACE MAKING VISION

people and places and celebrate the local way of life.  Signaling a new urban 

a ball, do business, rest a while and visit with family and friends.

NEW CIVIC ICONIC 

MIDLAND  OVAL  -  PLACE  PROPOSITION



TH
EM

E 
1:

CONNECTIONS AND CROSSROADS

place 
• The gateway to an urban or regional 

experience

• Connecting locals and visitors through meeting 
places, celebration spaces, attractions and 
facilities

TH
EM

E 
2:

BIG BACKYARD

• Comfortable, familiar and inclusive spaces that 

passive or ornamental

• Nourish and delight – celebrating regional 
produce, sow it and grow it

TH
EM

E 
3:

BUILT BY HAND

and new
• Warm, engaging, tactile material and colour 

palette
• Celebrating the people, families and 

partnerships that have built the town 

PLACE PROPOSITION
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PUBLIC  OPEN  SPACE  VISION

DESIGN INTENT

spaces

of former uses and functions

spaces 
• Interpretive elements

cycling and other recreation
• Community connections
• Visual connection to green from town centre



BUILT  FORM  VISION

DESIGN INTENT

centre, incorporating threads of red brick and 
natural materials

• Using architectural features and departures of 
colour as eye-catching focal points in the precinct

Hand’ theme for the precinct

rhythm that references the development pattern 
in the traditional town centre 

front setbacks where possible to soften the built 
environment

• Create a sense of openness in the precinct 

openings, and lighting of buildings during the night

buildings

21



RETAIL  AND  BUSINESS  MIX  VISION

INTENT

• Uniting the town centre through a complimentary 
but differentiated mix

• Enable big brands and local offer to sit side by side
• Curation strategy to incorporate local icons
• Strong anchors such as family friendly dining, 

• Evening venues to extend economic activity



PLACE  ACTIVATION  VISION

INTENT

gatherings, play
• Create opportunities for informal games – back 

yard cricket, footy etc

• Explore co-location of large scale, stand alone 
event infrastructure with building facades or other 
assets

can be curated by event organisers 

23



PLACE  PLAN
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section has been developed in response to key concepts and directions that arose from 

KEY USER GROUPS AND AUDIENCES

USER GROUPS CONSIDERED IN THE PLACE MAKING STRATEGY 

and businesses groups and investors Cyclists Diners and 
shoppers

future residents
Joggers and 

walkers prams and teenagers Tertiary students

Sport and 
recreation 

groups
School children Emergency 

services
Indigenous 
community

Community 
groups and 

service 
providers

Event goers disability
Creatives 

and ‘space 
activators’

Skate-boarders Tourists and day 
trippers and people 

watchers
Visual artists and 

musicians

Homeless 
people start ups – from Hills, 

wheatbelt etc
Heritage 

enthusiasts

HIGH LEVEL PLACE REQUIREMENTS ACROSS ALL USER GROUPS

seniors

Celebration and storytelling of the site and region’s rich history – all in one place

security



Destination planning and design

local place 

open space to inform design guidelines

function purpose and identity of public 
spaces 

• Comfortable, safe, welcoming public 

human scale and comfort

Heritage and interpretation 

interactive public art, heritage and 
interpretation initiatives 

to the existing town centre, 
incorporating threads of red brick and 
natural materials

agriculture, sport and recreation, family 
and conviviality 

Activation and programming 

eventing from large scale, iconic to 
casual and incidental elements which 

and proposition

facilitate short term and staged 

demonstration space

local partnerships and co-creation 
opportunities to foster community 
stewardship and ownership

• Strategies that enable a connected 
and engaged  

Public space management

destination 
• Collaborative place management with 

other local stakeholders to achieve 
complementary programming across 
town centre spaces

place performance and management

MORE SPECIFICALLY

MULTI-CULTURAL GROUPS AND STAKEHOLDERS
 
 Intergenerational local families and connections to community rituals

 Supporting local independent businesses

VISITORS – LOCAL, REGIONAL AND DAY TRIPPERS
 Connections and convenient access - walkability

etc

 Safe and interesting playgrounds

 Well appointed parklands

LOCAL BUSINESSES / START UPS / INVESTORS
 nning policies that promote investment

crowds

investment

 Economic development support – 
incentives, business plan development, 

SPORTING ENTHUSIASTS, RECREATION GROUPS, 
JOGGERS, WALKERS, FAMILIES
 

 Informal grass and soft scape areas

lighting 

 Celebration of the site’s former uses and 
sporting heritage

HOW THE PLACE MAKING STRATEGY ADDRESSES THIS

27



developed to meet 
the needs of a diverse 
range of users and to 

Three main public spaces 
are recommended 
across the precinct, as 
the focus for social and 
community life. 

direction responds to a 
recommended shift in 
direction for the original 

community feedback, 
which has seen the 
introduction of “The 

evolution from the Civic 

depicted in the adopted 



PRIMARY DESTINATION 

The precinct’s urban 
heart and the social, 
cultural and community 
focal point, celebrating 

and themed around, 

Showcase, the Urban 

Street extension.

29



permeable building will be a major activity anchor for the space, comprising:

• The building should blur the lines between indoor and outdoor and could 
accommodate other uses such as administration space for community groups 
and service providers, creative enterprise, small business, child care, function and 

• It will be important for the City of Swan to retain ownership and management of 

goals and to potentially generate precinct management revenue

and daily attractions such as makers markets. 

ZONE 1: URBAN PLAZA ZONE 2: MIDLAND SHOWCASE



With a focus on urban play, and welcoming to people of all ages, this will be a 

moveable and skateable furniture and interactive attractions such as a possible 
climbing wall.

With a focus on urban play, and welcoming to people of all ages, this will be a 

moveable and skateable furniture and interactive attractions such as a possible 
climbing wall.

ZONE 3: URBAN LOUNGE ZONE 4: CALE STREET 
EXTENSION
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URBAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES: ASSETS TO SUPPORT PLACE ACTIVATION KEY ATTRACTIONS  

• Wide awnings provided on building edges to provide pedestrian 

activity to spill onto the street, multiple tenancy frontages at 

points – alfresco dining located along the northern and eastern 
frontages

by providing wide awnings and a narrow entry way from The 

feature lighting to emphasise enclosure

alfresco dining, public art features and landscaping along the 
eastern edge

contemporary urban materials that differentiate its role as the 
primary urban space

• Hard stand for stage bump in

temp seating, shade, other assets

• Three phase power

Uses within Midland Showcase building
• Urban play pieces 
• Content on large screen
• Interactive public art – paving, canopy, urban 

play, lighting projections

• Cale Street retail, food and beverage offer

USER GROUPS, USES AND ACTIVITIES

Primary user groups:

• Event organisers
• Community service providers

Operating hours:

What will people see and do?

• Sit and relax

markets, festival

• Utilise a co-working or meeting space 
• Experience a ’snapshot’ of the regional offer
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SECONDARY DESTINATION – THE GRANDSTAND 

it will be a place to meet friends, exercise alone or with a group, kick a ball, 

recreation uses and attractions, a focus on general wellbeing and enabling 
the social connections and networks valued by the local community.  It is also 
the home to a nature play experience that meets the needs of local families 
with young children and will feature public art and interpretive attractions that 

PLACE  SNAPSHOTS  -  THE  GRANDSTAND



USER GROUPS, USES AND ACTIVITIES ASSETS TO SUPPORT PLACE ACTIVATION 

Primary user groups:

Operating hours:
• 6am – 6pm 

What will people see and do?

• Sit and relax

• Walk the dog

• Seating, shade, lighting, shelter
• Hard stand for temporary food truck
• Dog walking amenities 

KEY ATTRACTIONS URBAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES

• Nature play space for children

• Outdoor yoga ‘room’ and stretch spaces
• Small scale café – south eastern corner of civic building
• Continuation of precinct-wide attractions:

space to ensure passive surveillance; no servicing or blank walls

the ground plane

• Tie in colourful materials that support the intent and function of the space – ie activity, 
sport, recreation and wellbeing and anchor these with the natural materials present 
across the site

35



TERTIARY DESTINATION – RESIDENTIAL PARK / DARLING PARK

The focus of local community life, this space will play an important role in fostering a cohesive and resilient local population and social 

PLACE  SNAPSHOTS  -  RESIDENTIAL  PARK



USER GROUPS, USES AND ACTIVITIES ASSETS TO SUPPORT PLACE ACTIVATION 

Primary user groups:

Operating hours:
• 6am – 6pm 
What will people see and do?

• Sit and relax

• Walk the dog

• Seating, shade, shelter

• Dog walking amenities 

KEY ATTRACTIONS URBAN DESIGN PRINCIPLES

• Small continuation of nature play space for children

• Continuation of precinct-wide attractions:

beds – veggies, fruit, other produce

transitioning to the park

the built form

passive surveillance

areas to provide different experiences
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ACTIVATING  MIDLAND  OVAL
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PLACE  ACTIVATION  

Successful place activation is more than special events.  

built form, public realm, retail and business mix along with 
proposed precinct activities and attractions, marketing 

developed that articulates the different components that 
will need to work together to bring the place to life.

a range of extension programming and audience 
engagement opportunities, and have been designed 
to encourage broad participation and ultimately strong 
community ownership and commitment. PROGRAMMED HALLMARK EVENTS AND INSTALLATIONS 

ALIGNED WITH THE PLACE PROPOSITION AND PLACE MAKING 
THEMES

REGULAR INITIATIVES AND INTERVENTIONS THAT HAPPEN 
FREQUENTLY THROUGHOUT THE PRECINCT AND WHICH ARE 
DELIVERED JOINTLY BY CITY OF SWAN AS WELL AS THIRD 
PARTY ACTIVATORS

PLACE BRAND, PLACE PROMOTION AND DESTINATION MANAGEMENT

1. PERMANENT 
ATTRACTIONS / 

ANCHORS

2. SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND INSTALLATIONS

3. REGULAR 
PROGRAMMING

THE DEFINING PRECINCT FEATURES THAT ARE DELIVERED 
THROUGH LANDSCAPE AND URBAN FORM. THE ICONIC 
ELEMENTS MIDLAND OVAL WILL BECOME RENOWNED FOR 

ACTIVATION  HIERARCHY



THEME 1: CONNECTIONS AND 
CROSS ROADS

THEME 2: BIG BACKYARD THEME 3: BUILT BY HAND

1. PERMANENT 
ATTRACTIONS / 

ANCHORS

2. SPECIAL EVENTS,  
INSTALLATIONS AND 

PROGRAMS

3. REGULAR 
PROGRAMMING

MIDLAND CROSSROADS 
DISCOVERY TRAIL
ICONIC BUILDING IN THE 
ROUND – MULTI PURPOSE 
CENTRE IN PIAZZA
PUBLIC ART 

RUNNING TRACKS AND 
RECREATION
GRANDSTAND SEATING
HARDCOURTS
URBAN AND NATURE PLAY
PUBLIC ART

LINKING EDIBLE LANDSCAPE 
FEATURE
ICONIC TIMBER CANOPIES
PUBLIC ART 

MIDLANDIA*
TROPFEST*
NAIDOC CELEBRATIONS
TINY LIBRARIES INSTALLATION
REGIONAL RITUAL 
CELEBRATIONS – E.G. 
HARVEST / WILDFLOWERS

BIG BACKYARD ‘GIANT’ 
PROTOTYPE INSTALLATIONS
ANNUAL AUSTRALIA DAY 
CELEBRATION – BIG BBQ 
COMPETITION
HYPERFEST*
ANNUAL ‘BACKYARD PARTY’ AS 
PART OF MIDLANDIA
MONSTER SPORTS CARNIVAL

CO-DESIGN COMMUNITY 
GARDENS
ANNUAL ‘MIDLAND MAKE IT 
FESTIVAL’

BOOK AND VINYL EXCHANGE
OUTDOOR CINEMA
COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 
AND SOCIAL CLUB ACTIVITY

WELLNESS ACTIVITIES
URBAN PICNICS AND GAMES
LONG TABLE DINNERS

MONTHLY MIDLAND MAKERS 
FAIR
MULTI-CULTURAL FOOD 
MARKETS
MIDLAND FARMERS MARKETS
COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS

ACTIVATION INITIATIVES

ACTIVATION INITIATIVES

ACTIVATION INITIATIVES

PROGRAMMING MATRIX
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INTERACTIVE MIDLAND HISTORY INSTALLATION

families etc

creating a sense of discovery for visitors.  

visitor attraction

sites woven throughout the site to take visitors on a journey of discovery

ACTIVATION  CONCEPTS

• Connections and  
 Crossroads



PRECINCT CANOPY AND GRANDSTAND SEATING

theme. These would weave throughout the precinct, framing the public spaces and 
creating a visual journey

• Natural materials to complement the proposed precinct palette 
• The backdrop for feature lighting, projection and other ephemeral opportunities

and incorporating the Scoreboard

competition and socialisation 

ACTIVATION  CONCEPTS
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BIG BACKYARD – PROTOTYPE INSTALLATIONS, PROGRAMMING AND EVENTS

evening activation
• Core target audience would be families, young people and young at heart 

alone event through an ephemeral public art program

ACTIVATION  CONCEPTS

• Summer  
 installation

 
 activation



ANNUAL CELEBRATIONS AND EVENTS

• Incidental site programming would include:

• Outdoor cinema 

• Seasonal celebrations – Christmas tree, Easter egg hunt etc

ACTIVATION  CONCEPTS

• Seasonal  
 programming

 
 focus 

• Connections and  
 Crossroads 
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SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS – STORY TELLING

precinct

precinct to connect the different buildings with the library and encourage reading, 
storytelling etc in the public spaces

support to be provided by City of Swan during inception
• The opportunity for additional extension programming would include:

and vinyl for purchase or exchange  

place 

ACTIVATION  CONCEPTS

WITH EXTENSION 
 

• Connections and  
 Crossroads 



lighting and evening interpretation:

alfresco, lighting projections

catenary and other feature lighting, street furniture

and water feature

spin on former cycling uses. The aim is to convert peak 
power output into a beautiful light display. 

demonstrations, music, competitions – for example, 

that weaves through the precinct, aimed at children 

other seasonal events. This could also be a community 
development initiative to welcome new precinct 
residents

MIDLAND OVAL BY NIGHT

With a focus on perception change to attract a diverse audience, and build from existing 

evening elements of permanent site installations and dedicated evening programming 

ACTIVATION  CONCEPTS

 

• Connections and  
 Crossroads
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PLACE  MAKING  STRATEGIES



STRATEGY  1  -  STAGING  PLACE  ACTIVATION

as part of the long term vision is an effective way to engage stakeholders and the community and take them on a journey during the course of project delivery timeframes.  The 

1. Esta

2. Delivering short term place activation events, programming and installations in line with the longer term concepts which are outlined

Short term Activation Zones 

Place Purpose

Juniper 
Gardens • Improve place amenity, activity and engagement with local 

businesses on The Crescent
• Use short term activation to test opportunities for longer term 

re-design

Built by Hand 
Precinct 

subject to property tenure and development staging

enterprise through short term, programmed uses 
• Early establishment of a program of uses that can be  

Midland Oval 
Demonstration 
Zone

access to the Oval during revitalisation
• Trial programmed special events and activities ahead of long 

term delivery

longer term destinations 
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STRATEGY  1  -  STAGING  PLACE  ACTIVATION

STRATEGY ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES ALIGNMENT WITH MORM 
OBJECTIVES

site’s surrounding 
assets to embed 
sense of place 
and community 
involvement 
throughout 

project delivery

Street, subject to property tenure and precinct development staging

interpretation of the theme

• Uses should be programmed and change over time in line with the precinct’s temporary purpose

Sh
o

rt
 - 

m
ed

iu
m

 
clock activity

 Is attractive and convenient 
to walk in

 Strong sense of place
 Economic wellbeing of 

existing and new business

Themes as outlined in the programming section

• Short term programs such as public art installations, pop up activities, programs targeted at young people

Oval and support performance of surrounding businesses

Sh
o

rt
 - 

m
ed

iu
m

 Is attractive and convenient to 
walk in

 Strong sense of place
 Encourages and attracts high 

 Economic wellbeing of existing 
and new business

development staging, this could be the existing Outdoor Cinema site

• Welcome the community to utilise and spend time in the space

Sh
o

rt
 - 

m
ed

iu
m

 
clock activity

 Is attractive and convenient to 
walk in

 Strong sense of place
 Encourages and attracts high 



developing and executing place positioning and 
branding strategies that communicate the destination’s 

community and key stakeholders, attract investment, 
facilitate project delivery and, on completion, re-enforce 

to longer term, creating a strong place brand and 
attracting strong visitation are interlinked. 

Visitor destinations that thrive do so because they signal 
a united proposition across all touch points – from initial 
research via online channels through to the real life, 
physical characteristics and experiences that a place 
offers.

In the short term, positioning and place branding should 
focus on articulating and ‘selling’ the project and place 
vision in a compelling written and visual medium, that 

point it will also need to support investment attraction 

project delivery. 

STRATEGY  2  -  STRATEGIC  POSITIONING  AND  PLACE  BRANDING

MIDLAND PLACE BRAND EVOLUTION

0-5 years 5-10 years 10 years+

 Primary Brand Application

• Sell the vision

• Engage stakeholders and 
community

• Investment attraction

advocacy
• Short term activities and uses

• Continue investment attraction 
and repositioning

• Engage stakeholders and 
community

• Continue short term activities and 
uses

• Introduce destination concepts

• Destination development
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STRATEGY ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES ALIGNMENT WITH MORM OBJECTIVES

heart  

place

Phase 1 – Establishment

Sh
o

rt
 - 

m
ed

iu
m

 
clock activity

 Is attractive and convenient to 
walk in

 Strong sense of place
 Economic wellbeing of existing 

and new business

Phase 2 – Develop and Consolidate 

offer 

• Develop a destination focussed online presence and consolidate project, place and activation information 

multipurpose destination  

project champions and local identities to encourage broader reach and ‘buy in’

Sh
o

rt
 - 

m
ed

iu
m

Phase 3 – Maintain and Rejuvenate 

• Ensure governance and management frameworks established for the precinct encompass place brand performance.  

management.

 Strong sense of place
 Increases residential population 

and coexistence of business and 
residents

 Encourages and attracts high 

 Economic wellbeing of existing 
and new business

STRATEGY  2  -  STRATEGIC  POSITIONING  AND  PLACE  BRANDING



Developing strong local partnerships and fostering an engaged community – both onsite 
and from surrounding areas – will be integral to the precinct’s overall success. It will be 
important for the site to physically and programmatically reach out to, and welcome in, 
existing residents, businesses, visitors and other stakeholders.  Working closely with local 
community groups and the City’s existing partnerships and bringing these onto the site will 
form a strong connection and network between existing and new places.  

business, corporate and regional sectors. In the context of utilising place activation 

strong relationships with all stakeholders are critical.  

clarity around long term strategic opportunities that can be seeded by supporting short 
term activities. 

With the stakeholder and partner landscape ranging from larger government 
organisations and corporates through to small community groups, adopting a very 
strategic approach to stakeholder and partner engagement and management will be 

STRATEGY  3  -  PARTNERSHIPS  AND  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT

Category Example

Community

Cultural and tourism

Corporate

Individual or organisational funding contributions

Sponsors Corporate entities and government agencies, event suppliers
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STRATEGY ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES ALIGNMENT WITH MORM 
OBJECTIVES

Strategic 
partnerships 

precinct ownership and involvement

This group could include community champions such as:

Sh
o

rt
 - 

m
ed

iu
m

 Strong sense of place
 Increases residential 

population and coexistence 
of business and residents

 Encourages and attracts high 

 Economic wellbeing of 
existing and new business

Opportunities 
for local 
participation 

• Encourage community involvement in short, medium and longer term precinct activation initiatives:
• Implement an ‘open call’ or ‘EOI’ process to encourage ideas, suggestions and initiatives to support site activation 

and community development

of ongoing initiatives

interpretation strategies  

• Identify co-design opportunities for key features within the precinct public realm – for example, skateable furniture, 

• Work with the Whadjuk Corporation to develop a cultural narrative and deliver public art opportunities described 
in section Strategy 5
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clock activity

 Is attractive and convenient to 
walk in

 Strong sense of place
 Increases residential 

population and coexistence of 
business and residents

 Encourages and attracts high 

 Economic wellbeing of existing 
and new business

STRATEGY  3  -  PARTNERSHIPS  AND  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT



STRATEGY ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES ALIGNMENT WITH MORM OBJECTIVES

Cohesive 
local business 
community 

destination marketing

for them to have a presence on site – for example: wineries, producers, destination food and 

to create the critical mass
 Strong sense of place
 Increases residential population and coexistence of 

business and residents

 Economic wellbeing of existing and new business

resident 
community

• Work with developers to build social connections for on-site residents through:
• Welcome packs that outline precinct and regional attractions

• Development of an online forum as a tool for residents to communicate with each 
other. Include calendar of events, noticeboard, local news, discussion board etc

• In the long term, consider establishing an informal residents group or community activities 
association and encourage their input, involvement and ownership in the planning and 
coordinating small scale events and programs 

 Is attractive and convenient to walk in

to create the critical mass
 Strong sense of place
 Increases residential population and coexistence of 

business and residents

 Economic wellbeing of existing and new business

Strong regional 
partnerships 

raise awareness of the project and its destination potential

O
ng

oi
ng

 Strong sense of place
 
 Economic wellbeing of existing and new business

 

STRATEGY  3  -  PARTNERSHIPS  AND  COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT
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and multidisciplinary destination focus.  City of Swan has a strong track record in delivering place based management and services and this philosophy 

consolidates the visitor experience through:

• Its major attractions and internal destinations, including public spaces, built form, art and other assets

STRATEGY  4  -  PUBLIC  SPACE  MANAGEMENT

MIDLAND OVAL PLACE 
MANAGEMENT FUNCTIONCITY OF SWAN

ASSET MANAGEMENT PROGRAMMING AND 
ACTIVATION INVESTMENT ATTRACTION PARTNERSHIP 

DEVELOPMENT

PLACE PARTNERSHIPS

COMMUINITY

CULTURAL / TOURISM

GOVERNMENT

CORPORATE

FUNDING PARTERSHIPS

PEOPLE AND PLACES WORKING GROUP

• A cross functional reference group who perform the role of:
• Pioneering / co-developing major community projects
• Acting as a reference point for major community initiatives and 

ideas 
• Establishing frameworks for long term capacity building within the 

Midland Oval community



STRATEGY  4 -  PUBLIC  SPACE  MANAGEMENT
STRATEGY ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES ALIGNMENT WITH MORM 

OBJECTIVES

Dedicated 
Destination 

• 

evaluate future multidisciplinary team resourcing, considering:
• Destination marketing and promotion, including partnerships and sponsorships

• Tenant curation and property management  

• Curate and manage these retail assets to ensure the business mix vision is delivered

operations, marketing and activation strategies 

active role in the precinct 

commercial performance, visitor attraction and satisfaction

 
the clock activity

 Is attractive and convenient 
to walk in

current and future role of 
public transport

higher density development 
to create the critical mass

 Strong sense of place
 Increases residential 

population and 
coexistence of business and 
residents

 Encourages and attracts 

 Economic wellbeing of 
existing and new business

• 
• 

in this document
• 
• 

• 
business and creative industries locally and regionally

• 
extending throughout the city centre

• Ensure ongoing public place programming is linked to place making themes to build a strong place identity
• 

management processes are streamlined and facilitate third party activation of the precinct 
• 

vely and safe, with round 
the clock activity

 Is attractive and convenient 
to walk in

current and future role of 
public transport

higher density development 
to create the critical mass

 Strong sense of place
 Increases residential 

population and 
coexistence of business and 
residents

 Encourages and attracts 

 Economic wellbeing of 
existing and new business
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a rich Indigenous and European heritage that has shaped 

people are the custodians of the land and have inhabited 
the Swan coastal plain for more than 40,000 years, where 
it has provided a natural abundance of food and water. 

agricultural development and enterprise, with the 

and settlement, which has since borne generations of 
enterprising local families. 

art, heritage and interpretation initiatives should be a core 

Oval.

1. PAVING DESIGN - Incorporating themed patterns 

2. MULTI PURPOSE BUILDING; ROOF CANOPY – This could 

landscape, to be illuminated at night.  This also 

artwork
3. LIGHTING 

opportunities for sculptural and suspended elements 

4. WATER FEATURE 

effect in the space, the water feature could 
accommodate interactive lighting and projections 

5. STREET FURNITURE
theme, seating, rubbish bins and other street furniture 
could be customised for the site

6. DIGITAL SCREEN / LIGHTING PROJECTION / SOLAR 
LIGHTING – an ephemeral opportunity for local 
digital or other artists to create content for display 
on the proposed big screen or via lighting projectors 

7. TEMPORARY ART WALL AND PROGRAMMED 
ARTWORKS

8. ARBORS / GREEN WALL ART – uniting landscape 
design, public realm activation and public art, a 

precinct marker with the structural base, integrated 
lighting or landscape plantings featuring as the art 
piece

9. URBAN LOUNGE – intergenerational urban play 
components could feature musical soundscapes, 
climbing, viewing and educational play elements

10. GRANDSTAND SEATING AND SCOREBOARD

double as a public art piece, also incorporating the 
scoreboard 

STRATEGY  5  -  PUBLIC ART,  HERITAGE  AND  INTERPRETATION



STRATEGY  5  -  PUBLIC ART,  HERITAGE  AND  INTERPRETATION

STRATEGY ACTIONS AND INITIATIVES ALIGNMENT WITH MORM OBJECTIVES

Connecting 

heritage       

region’s evolution

that is aligned with the place making themes and brings together stories related to:

• Social and community life  
• Work with the Whadjuk Corporation to develop a cultural narrative endorsed by the traditional owners

community’s recreation and social focal point 

Oval, develop and publish a commemorative document focusing on key events and moments, social and 
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 Is attractive and convenient to walk 
in

 Strong sense of place
 

investment

• Develop a public art strategy for the precinct, incorporating public art opportunities described overleaf
• Embed public artists into the public realm design team to achieve an integrated response 
• Identify ephemeral art opportunities which serve a role of precinct activation, and embed these into precinct 

programming

activity
 Is attractive and convenient to walk in
 Strong sense of place

investment
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CONCLUSION



CONCLUSION

centre, welcome new residents and business and create a series of diverse 
public places where the local community and visitors can meet, socialise 

social identity.

underutilised recreation space into a place that is a thriving, vibrant focal 

of interdependencies such as project development staging, urban design 
drivers, economic and investment attraction strategies and sustaining 
constructive and rewarding community engagement and involvement.

for more than 100 years will be key to enable highly valued recreation, 
social and community rituals to continue during and after project 
delivery.  In this context, a multifaceted place-led approach to project 

immediately and continue these throughout each stage, through to project 
completion.

Short Term:

complementary programming, to encourage community ownership and 
participation 

short term place making strategies and build momentum to co-deliver 
the long term vision 

champion place-based precinct initiatives

• Deliver the public realm and precinct-wide activation assets

leverage local food and beverage ‘icons’

Showcase building and other potential revenue-generating assets that 
support ongoing place management

• Develop and implement a tailored destination management model for 

activity in the public realm, linked to place making themes
• Take a holistic, integrated view of public art across the precinct and 

embed public artists into the detailed design team

• Continue to implement recommended place branding and positioning 

destination
• Work with developers to build social connections for on-site residents
• Consider establishing an informal residents group or association to input 

into planning and coordinating small scale events and programming 

61



BENCHMARKS



overview

town centre setting. 

community events.
• Water play, activities for families.

children’s market.

welcome.
• Dogs are permitted in public spaces, 

water stations provided.

mature trees and hedges.

• Centralised, recessed water pond 
with water play.

• Seamless integration with 
surrounding streets and footpaths. 

• Numerous benches and 
opportunities to sit, in addition to 
alfresco dining.

• Surrounding two edges 

enclosure created by 
trees.

• Three to four storeys in 
height.

• Open, permeable, active 

and beverage, alfresco 

• Upper storeys commercial 

facades.

• The public space is in use most hours of the day, 
supported by surrounded active food and beverage 
uses. 

• Custom-designed bench seating, accompanied 
by alfresco seating under awnings and moveable 
umbrellas.

shade.

CCTV.

Key Lessons Learnt

achieving the vision for this space

Oval.

Rouse Hill Town Centre – Market Square

BENCHMARKING  MIDLAND  OVAL
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overview
students and staffs a place to linger through the integration of technology facilities. 

• 
seating areas.

and visitors.

celebratory events.

‘outdoor lounge room’ type environment. 

relaxation.

• Installed seating and infrastructure. 

key areas of activity.
• Open green area with access to sunlight, 

a cool shaded garden.

contemporary 
and old 
buildings.

• High density 
tertiary 
institutional 
buildings. 

• Installed ping pong tables
• Seating and gathering places on every edge.

chairs, chairs and rugs.
• Umbrellas providing shade in key seating areas.
• Contemporary hanging lighting

University of Technology Sydney – Alumni Green

BENCHMARKING  MIDLAND  OVAL



BENCHMARKING  MIDLAND  OVAL

overview transport hub and aims to create a relaxing environment and space for people to linger. 
It captures the revitalised look and feel of Noosa that is consistent with the sophisticated Noosa-style ambience consistent with the emerging cafes, yoga studio, and other 

Noosa Junction Station is a primary community hub and transport interchange and accommodates numerous people throughout their day-to-day activities, allowing them 

• Illuminated projections at night time.

Sunshine Coast.

materials and vegetation

shade structures and vegetation.

• One hundred mature trees.
• Trees, shrubs and groundcover. 

• Eighty year old timber elements 
used in the bus shelters.

tallowwood timbers sourced 

• Seats made from ironbark and 
spotted gum timbers sourced 
from old rail bridges circa 1950s.

• Split level platform.

• Seven bus bays.

benches.

• 

and beverage outlets.

Noosa Junction Station
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overview unsafe and under-used road space it now comprises raised lawn, trees, seating and a series of decks. The space has introduced play into the Jewell village. Originally 

trucks, and cultural performances, the site is maintained and managed by City Council. It is now a family-friendly community hub, destination and urban refuge and 

centre, and introduced a place that caters for multi-functional purposes, particularly youth.

• Skate concrete edges.

• Street festival.

• Trees.
• Decking.

art.

• Commercial buildings 
framing either side of the 

• 2 storeys max. • Hard and softscape.

functions.

sustain visitation. 

can be incorporated as part of an event or festival for creating public art is a key activation opportunity that will result in community ownership through enduring 
artworks.

Commentary

Jewell of Brunswick

BENCHMARKING  MIDLAND  OVAL
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1. OPENING 

The Mayor, Cr Mick Wainwright opened the Public Meeting at 5.30pm.

2. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES

Councillors: Cr M Wainwright Mayor, Altone Ward (Presiding Member)
Cr D Lucas Deputy Mayor, Altone Ward
Cr M Haynes Ballajura Ward 
Cr A Kovalevs Ballajura Ward
Cr J McNamara Ballajura Ward 
Cr C McCullough Ellenbrook Ward
Cr D McDonnell Ellenbrook Ward
Cr P Williams Ellenbrook Ward
Cr I Johnson Midland/Guildford Ward
Cr D Parasiliti Midland/Guildford Ward
Cr K Bailey North Ward
Cr R Henderson Swan Valley/Gidgegannup Ward

Staff: Mr M Foley Chief Executive Officer
Ms A Albrecht A/Executive Manager Stakeholder 

Relations
Mr M Bishop Executive Manager Community Wellbeing
Mr C Cameron Executive Manager Corporate
Mr J Coten Executive Manager Operations
Mrs K Cugini Manager Commercial and Economic 

Development
Ms M Dwyer Governance Support Officer (Minute 

Clerk)
Ms G Jasiak EA to EM Corporate (Minute Clerk)

Leave of 
Absence: Cr D Färdig Altone Ward

Cr M Elliott Midland/Guildford Ward

Apologies: Cr D Trease Swan Valley/Gidgegannup Ward 

Members of
the Public: 92 registered attendees (approximately 110 in attendance)

3. ITEMS TO BE DISCUSSED

Matters relating to the proposed Midland Oval Redevelopment:

A: The City of Swan to provide an overview of the Public Open Space 
requirements for the Midland Urban Cell and table any supporting documentation 
of its compliance.

B: The City of Swan to provide an Outline of Alternative Options that have been 
considered for the Recreation Ground Reserve which include retaining Public Open 
Space.
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C: City of Swan to provide details of legal advice obtained and from whom 
regarding disposal of Midland Junction Recreation Ground Reserve.

D: Impact on residents of the removal of our only major Public Open Space in the 
Midland Urban Cell (MUC).

E: Concerns and wishes of residents to retain Midland Oval as our remaining 
Public Open Space repeatedly expressed at community consultations from 1997 
to 2015 being ignored by the City of Swan staff.

F: Does the City of Swan agree that any redevelopment of the Midland Oval must 
address the fact that out of the case studies reported in the Dept. of Planning’s 
Report on the Urban Forest of Perth and Peel (page 6) Midland has the second 
worst score for parks (under 10%) (second only to Kwinana town centre) and 
third worst score for canopy cover – only 2.5% of that parkland has tree cover?

G: A Central Park will increase the urban tree canopy for Midland with benefits 
including reduced air pollution, reduced volume of stormwater, mitigation of wind 
and noise, habitat for biodiversity, reduced UV exposure, cooling by 
evapotranspiration, enhanced sense of place and identity, improved mental 
wellbeing, encouragement of outdoor activity, reduced demand for energy (lower 
GHG emissions) and increased property values. (page 2 Urban Forest of Perth and 
Peel).

H: Redevelopment plans for the Midland Oval should occur only after the planning 
initiative Midland 2017 – The Challenge which “aims to develop a comprehensive 
action plan for Midland’s continued revitalization over the next 10 years” has been 
conducted.

3.1 PRESENTATION FROM ADMINISTRATION

The Mayor introduced Ms Kylie Cugini Manager Commercial and Economic Development 
to provide a presentation to the meeting on the matters of discussion.

3.2 QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS

3.2.1 Ms Heather Lindsay-Smith 

Q You advise there is 15% open space. How much of open space is the piazza 
rather than green open space?

A The Mayor took the question on notice and advised a response would be provided 
in the report submitted to Council on the meeting. 

3.2.2 Mr Jon Kaub

Q Traffic movement in and around the Midland area is becoming more congested. 
What attention and financial commitment is the City making to provide road 
transport within in the City centre area?
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A The Chief Executive Officer noted that the high-density redevelopment was 
located within 800m from the Midland railway station. Government policy 
promotes high density in proximity of railway stations. Traffic management and 
road networks are matters that the City deals with on a daily basis. The City is 
always planning and seeking funding for projects.

3.2.3 Mr Fred Gattie

Q Building heights between three and 12 stories detracts from what Midland 
represents (statement).

3.3 ELECTOR STATEMENTS

3.3.1 Mr Patrick Irwin

Mr Patrick Irwin provided a PowerPoint presentation. 

3.3.2 Mr Andrew Kiely

We are not anti-development or anti-high-rise but just want the development to be in 
the best interest of the whole City - community, businesses and residents.

If the plans are still concept plans they could be changed. Everyone here would not be in 
attendance if they were happy with the plan. All that is requested is just one alternative
to the existing plan. The City has not provided this, but have only changed the existing
plan.

This is an excision of our green space.

Midland is an historic regional centre. It is located at the base of the escarpment, close 
to transport link, is a growth area and has the potential for investment in the area. It 
has a lot of potential and the ability to have a great future. It needs a vision for the 
future and not just for now and a vision for the whole area.

It’s easy to sell things, but hard to make them grow. Selling off the oval is easy. The 
oval is an asset in its current form. It is a facility to play, meet and for events. If 
residents are attracted to the area, business is attracted. 

If the redevelopment continues as planned, the decision by Council will historically look 
bad.

Midland requires a stately park that a regional centre is deserving of.

Would other Councillors allow a development such as this in their wards or would they 
try to stop it?

3.3.3 Mr Patrick Bropho

I lived in Midland a long time ago. 

Parks mean a lot to our People. Elizabeth Quay used to be a special place. A lot of 
members of my family when coming out of missions went to parks to find family 
members. This park represents my family. 
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Once we lose our meeting grounds, we become civilised and I do not want to become 
civilised. 

We are the first Australians. You took away our land and we have no say in this country. 

3.3.4 Ms Jennifer Catalano

Q How often throughout the year the green spaces would be in shadow?

A Ms Cugini noted depictions regarding overshadowing over four seasons of the 
year had been provided in the presentation. She advised that the larger the open 
space, the higher the buildings could be.

In the current economic climate, the reality for high rise should be questioned. It is not 
realistic in the foreseeable future for these to sell and those blocks will remain empty like 
so many others? 

What do we look like as a community to allow you to make the decisions you’re making? 
When we don’t look as if we are prepared to invest in the people who are going to come 
into the community without providing them with the best kinds of assets and amenity?
We have an obligation as community members to inform you that this plan needs a 
reality check, not just for the current population but for the future one as well. 

3.3.5 Ms Michelle Roberts

My message to you is it's time for a re-think. 

There’s an opportunity for the future of Midland, to do something better for the people
here and in and around the wider community. 

There have been plans in the past to demolish the Midland Town Hall and the 
Courthouse, and the Carnegie Library is no longer here. Ultimately, the Town Hall was 
saved by the vote of one councillor. 

A rethink isn’t a negative thing and can be considered as a positive. I think a rethink on 
this issue is needed and would be positive. 

I have received a lot of feedback on the redevelopment of the Oval, mainly negative 
feedback. As I was concerned, I surveyed areas around the town centre. The response 
was phenomenal, 250 responded.

90% not wanting the road through the oval. 

Half wanted whole oval retained. 

The vast majority didn’t support Council's proposal. 

Why did I get a lot of responses? I think a lot of people think the redevelopment is fait 
accompli and that the Council don’t hear their voices. This has made me take up the 
issue and maybe Council will rethink its plans.

I acknowledge there’s a need for more housing and more density but where will the 
children play? There’s no need in the current environment for more office and 
commercial space in Midland.
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Midland is a regional centre and we have the potential to be one of the best regional 
town centres in the state. Every great City has a great park. Give the community the 
park that it wants and Midland will be a better place, values will improve and the quality 
of life will improve. Make Midland a place where people aspire to live, work and recreate.

3.3.6 Mr John Squire

I don’t agree with the development. We should retain the Oval as is or with some form 
of benefit to the community, not just commercial. 

The plans do not meet urban design guidelines. 

Less than 10% of green space is provided. You must make it at least a minimum of 10% 
to give people a change to enjoy some green space.  You councillors need to take stock 
and address things people want. The community have not supported you councillors in 
any shape or form. I wish to put forward amendments: You at least raise the green area 
to nothing less than 10%. A green park would be an asset. Make it a show piece. It’s not 
good enough to have green pockets. Please have a major rethink. Give the community 
what they want.

3.3.7 Mr Gerry Hannsen 

I fully endorse sentiment of audience of keeping the park. There is plenty of opportunity 
to rethink this development. The oval must remain. From a commercial point of view, it’s
important for a developer for the oval to be retained. 

3.3.8 Mr John Farrant

Councillors have their hearts in the right place. 

However there is not enough thought given to the people in the area. You need to 
encourage more people into Midland. There’s no point having businesses if you can’t get 
the people. 

You have to redirect your focus and rethink. 

3.3.9 Ms Sheree Colley

Midland has the capacity for growth and investment in social and human capital. 
Research shows that quality green space has the ability to positively affect physical, 
mental and psychological health. I suggest you look at some of this research, because 
around the world urban developers are looking at creating these healthy happy 
environments.

3.3.10Mr Simon Ashby

Midland is a special place and is historically different. 

The Council must listen to electors, not just developers. Listen to what the people want.
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3.3.11Ms Tanya Richardson

Why can’t Midland have a decent size park, one that is an entrance statement and raise 
the profile of the area. A minimum of 10% public open space should be the starting point 
and there should be more. 

We need areas for bike riding, duck ponds and lots of seating, an area to attract tourists 
and residents, a large space for festival and events. This is not just about high rise and 
new apartments. 

3.4 CONSIDERATION OF MOTIONS FROM ELECTORS

Motion 1

I move that to establish why we are gathered here tonight; that it is agreed that our
common purpose, City of Swan Councillors, Staff and Citizens, we are all here to develop
excellent plans for the future of Midland and its hinterland into the future.

We seek acknowledgement that we the community are not anti-development, nor 
unwilling to see the Recreation Ground Reserve improved as an asset for future 
generations; that we are here as concerned citizens interested in facilitating the best 
outcome for the community, residents and ratepayers.

Moved: Mr Andrew Kiely
Seconded: Mr Patrick Irwin

CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE

Motion 2

I move that an independent report be commissioned by City of Swan to assess the
legality of selling, disposing of, building upon or putting roads across the existing 
Midland Oval and its precinct, the Recreation Ground Reserve.

This report should look into the purpose of the Oval bequeathment and determine
whether or not using the Oval or the Recreation Ground Reserve for anything other than
recreational purposes complies with the Aim & Intent of the bequeathment.

The brief for this report to be made available for public consultation and Council approval
prior to commissioning the report to avoid deliberately limiting the scope of the report or
pre-determining its findings.

Moved: Mr Andrew Kiely
Seconded: Mr Patrick Irwin

CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE
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Motion 3

I move that the City of Swan commit to prepare or commission new plans that ensure:

a) There will be no cross roads built over any part of the existing Midland Oval as 
defined by and including the whole of the surrounding velodrome.

b) The existing footprint as defined by the outside of the bike track (the velodrome) 
is the bare minimum of open grass and tree-shaded parkland that will be retained 
and developed as a central park in any future development of the Recreation 
Ground Reserve

Moved: Mr Patrick Irwin
Seconded: Ms Christine Quinn
CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE

Motion 4

I move that an independent report be commissioned by City of Swan to assess the 
amount of public open space available within the Midland activity centre or Midland 
Urban Cell.

This report should determine the component currently provided by the Midland Oval 
precinct, the Recreation Ground Reserve, and the required amount of public open space 
required for the Central Urban Cell or Activity Centre by any State or Federal legislation 
or policy.

Assessment of Public Open Space must be as defined in the Liveable Neighbourhoods 
and should not include paved areas, footpaths or road areas as Public Open Space. The
brief for this Report to be made available for public consultation and Council approval 
prior to commissioning the report to avoid deliberately limiting the scope of the report or 
pre-determining its findings.

Moved: Mr Patrick Irwin
Seconded: Mr Jon Kaub

CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE

Motion 5

That the City of Swan commit, in regard to “Intended Direction Plans” to undertake 
broad community consultation with an emphasis on the residents and their needs, free of 
the influence of business groups within the City of Swan.

This applies to the needs of the Nyungah residents, the youth of the area, the elderly, 
socially disadvantaged, vulnerable and mentally or physically unwell.

Moved: Ms Jenny Catalano
Seconded: Mr John Squire

CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE
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Motion 6

That an independent urban design consultant commissioned by City of Swan and such 
consultant should be responsible for developing the brief, so as not to be limited to 
concepts pre-determined by City of Swan staff or Councillors. Such a brief should be 
made available for public consultation and be subject to Council approval prior to 
commissioning the brief to avoid ‘front-loading’ or limiting the scope of the Design or 
pre-determining its outcome or Direction.

Moved: Ms Jenny Catalano
Seconded: Mr Jon Kaub

CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE

4. CLOSURE

There being no further business, the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 
7.26pm.
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