
Ordinary Meeting of Council 
22 January 2020 

4.1 PROPOSED TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE OF THE INTERSECTION OF 
BORDEAUX LANE AND FARNBOROUGH PARKWAY, THE VINES    

 
Ward: (Swan Valley/Gidgegannup Ward)   (Asset Management) 

Disclosure of Interest:  Nil 

Authorised Officer:  (Executive Manager Operations) 

 

KEY ISSUES 

 
 

• An application was received from Civcon Civil to temporarily close the 
intersection of Bordeaux Lane and Farnborough Parkway, The Vines, for a 
period of 6 weeks commencing on 28 January 2020. This date has now been 
revised, with commencement to be on 10 February 2020. 

• The application and associated works form part of the Water Corporation’s 
Ellenbrook Wastewater Upgrade project with Civcon Civil as the constructing 
contractor. The upgrade includes the construction of approximately 2.4 
kilometres of below ground wastewater pipeline, with 2.3 kilometres of pipeline 
having already been installed. The last 100 metre section is required to be 
installed using a microtunnelling machine. In order to facilitate this, a full 
closure of the intersection of Bordeaux Lane and Farnborough Parkway is 
required. 

• The works must be undertaken under a full road closure for safety reasons, as 
the construction methodology involves a 6 metre open excavation for the 
duration of the closure to complete sewer connections. 

• The closure of the intersection will result in detours to be managed by a Traffic 
Management Plan (TMP) approved by the City. Vehicular access will be 
available for local residents and it is not envisaged that road users will be 
significantly disadvantaged as a result of the closure. Overall access throughout 
The Vines will be maintained. 

• The proposed road closure has been advertised in accordance with section 3.50 
of the Local Government Act 1995. At the end of the submission period 18 
responses were received, comprising of 4 objections, 12 in support and 2 
neutral submissions. Concerns raised were increased travel times, the duration 
of the closure, the commencement date, conflicting road closures and 
increased volume of traffic on Kentchurch Bend. 

It is recommended that Council approve the closure of the intersection of Bordeaux 
Lane and Farnborough Parkway, The Vines, in accordance with section 3.50 of the 
Local Government Act 1995. 
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BACKGROUND 

In accordance with section 3.50 of the Local Government Act 1995 (the Act), an 
application was received from Civcon Civil to temporarily close the intersection of 
Bordeaux Lane and Farnborough Parkway, The Vines. 

The proposed road closure is to facilitate the remaining work required for the Water 
Corporation’s Ellenbrook Wastewater Upgrade project. The project includes the 
installation of 2.4 kilometres of below ground wastewater pipeline. 

Since the project commenced in October 2019, 2.3 kilometres of pipeline has been 
installed. The last 100 metre section of pipeline will be installed using a microtunnelling 
machine, due to the deep site excavation required at the intersection. Multiple utility 
services were identified within the excavation boundary, with relocation required by the 
utility asset owners prior to the work commencing.  

The works must be undertaken under a full road closure for safety reasons, as the 
construction methodology involves a 6 metre open excavation for the duration of the 
closure to complete sewer connections. 

The work is expected to take up to 6 weeks, originally proposing to commence on 28 
January 2020 but now revised to start on 10 February 2020 with the intersection 
expected to re-open on 23 March 2020. A plan of the proposed road closure location and 
detour routes are attached to this report. 

 

DETAILS 

The proposed temporary road closure has been advertised in accordance with section 
3.50 of the Act. 

At the end of the submission period 18 responses were received, consisting of: 

• 4 objections - All residents 

• 12 support - All residents 

• 2 neutral submissions - One government department and one utility company 

A summary of the submissions is attached to this report. Comments made on the road 
closure are summarised as follows: 

Travel Times 

An objection from a local resident and Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade member relates to 
their potentially impacted response time in emergency situations from their residence to 
the local station located on West Swan Road, Henley Brook. An assessment of the 
quickest available route indicates there will likely be minimal impact to the journey time. 
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Length of Closure 

A resident objected to the expected timeframe in which the works would be completed. 
Currently the closure is expected to be in place for approximately 6 weeks. The 
timeframe provided by the applicant and construction contractor, Civcon Civil, has been 
evaluated by the City and determined to be a reasonable timeframe in which to complete 
these works. The City appreciates that temporary road closures cause short-term 
inconvenience to the general public. However, the works are an essential infrastructure 
upgrade which will improve wastewater management in the area. The works must be 
undertaken under a full road closure for safety reasons, as the construction methodology 
involves a 6 metre open excavation for the duration of the closure to complete sewer 
connections. 

Commencement Date and Conflicting Closure 

One resident objected to the commencement date at the start of the school year, as 
their children attend Upper Swan Primary School, Upper Swan, located on Great 
Northern Highway (GNH). The proposed road closure would have minimal impact on 
travel times to this location. However, there would be an overlap with an unconnected 
road closure on Millhouse Road, Belhus (expected to commence on 6 January 2020) 
which would increase travel time overall. Whilst not ideal, the City does not foresee any 
major issues with the closures running concurrently other than increased journeys times 
for some residents. Both road closures would be facilitating essential infrastructure 
upgrades which will provide long-term benefits to the area. 

Kentchurch Bend 

A number of residents highlighted concerns in using Kentchurch Bend as part of the 
detour for the road closure. Residents stated that previous detours decreased safety for 
the residents due to an increase in the volume of traffic and motorists not complying 
with the 50km/h speed limit. 

All road users are legally required to comply with posted speed limits with enforcement 
undertaken by the WA Police. The intersection closure may force additional traffic onto 
Kentchurch Bend. However, the temporary closure is in place for a relatively short period 
of time and forms part of an essential upgrade to the wastewater management system 
in The Vines. The City appreciates that temporary road closures cause short-term 
inconvenience to the general public. 

 

CONSULTATION 

Advertising was undertaken in accordance with section 3.50 of the Act. A total of 342 
local residents, landowners and businesses were sent a letter explaining the proposed 
closure, including relevant plans and a response form. A notice of the proposed closure 
was published in a local newspaper, placed at all City of Swan libraries, at the City’s 
Administration building and uploaded onto the City’s website and Facebook page. 

The consultation was based on a proposed start date of 28 January 2020. However, the 
application has subsequently been amended by the applicant to begin the closure period 
on 10 February 2020. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

Summary of submissions 

Road closure location plan 

Detour route map 

Traffic Management Plan 

 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

An objective of the City’s Strategic Community Plan is to provide infrastructure that 
meets community needs. 

 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Temporary road closures are affected by section 3.50 of the Local Government Act 1995. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

All costs associated with the road closure are to be borne by the applicant. 

 

VOTING REQUIREMENTS 

Simple majority 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Council resolve to: 

1) Approve in accordance with section 3.50 of the Local Government Act 1995 the 
temporary closure of the intersection of Bordeaux Lane and Farnborough 
Parkway, The Vines, for a period of 6 weeks commencing on 10 February 2020. 

2) Advertise by local public notice approval of the temporary road closure in 
accordance with section 3.50 of the Local Government Act 1995. 

3) Delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to serve notice for the uplifting 
of the temporary road closure if and when deemed appropriate. 

CARRIED 

 

 





weeks etc.
Surely work under Bordeaux Lane can be 
completed and returned to use faster than 
6 weeks?
It blocks the main thoroughfare through to 
Ellenbrook.

5 Resident Support No comment

6 Resident Support Safer and easier for workers to have the 
road closed.

7 Resident Support No comment

8 Resident Support 

Not much we can do about it, because 
obviously it needs to be done.
But I would request some type of traffic 
restrictions as Kentchurch Bend is a very 
quiet street and we will no doubt get lots of 
traffic due to the closure. Last time people 
were speeding through over 60km/hr and 
we couldn't back out of our driveway. Kids 
often play in the street and ducks and 
other animals could also be harmed. 
Thanks for your consideration.

9 Resident Support 

I support the temporary closure of 
Bordeaux Lane, The Vines, primarily for 
the sewage works to be undertaken. A 
secondary benefit, however, is that the 
closure will force road users to seek an 
alternative route to Bordeaux Lane as a 
thoroughfare between adjoining suburbs.
I have written previously to the City of 
Swan to raise my concerns with the 
speeds at which vehicles are driven along 
Bordeaux Lane, and requested that 
consideration be given to the installation of 
some form of traffic calming measures. 
The City of Swan response, while not 
dismissive, was lacklustre, at best.
Similarly, a recent City of Swan local area 
traffic management study undertaken in 
The Vines did not include Bordeaux Lane, 
which was surprising given the volume of 
traffic this road carries, the speeds at 
which the traffic travels, and the proximity 
of that traffic to public open spaces and 
sporting fields. 
The closure of Bordeaux Lane, even for a 
temporary period, can only be of benefit to 
the residents of this area.
I acknowledge my concerns with road 
traffic management specifically possibly do 
not fall within your purview as Land Officer, 
Asset Management – Operations, however 
I thought to take this opportunity to raise 
the matter with a broader ‘audience’ in the 
hope that there will be a greater 



awareness of the problem within the City 
of Swan and thus maybe influence future 
decisions regarding our roads and how 
traffic is managed.

10 Resident Support 

My suggestion would be if you are 
anticipating using Kentchurch Bend as a 
through road, that temporary speed humps 
be installed to slow traffic. As the other 
times it has been used in that way the 
speed limit of 50km/hr is not enforced or 
adhered to.

11 Resident Support 

Works have been ongoing in the above 
location for a number of years. Work 
needs to be finally completed and 
streetscapes bounding the Reserve 
#49300, which are the worst affected, 
finalised. Verges and fencing are in a 
constant state of disrepair and chaos. Can 
we just get the work done? Thanks

12 Resident Support No comment 
13 Resident Support No comment 
14 Resident Support No comment 
15 Resident Support No comment 

16 Resident Support We are eager to get deep sewerage to the 
house to deal with all the drainage issues.

17 Utility No objection

We wish to advise that ATCO has multiple 
DN110PE PEHP 350kPa gas mains within 
this intersection that will be required to be 
located prior to works commencing and the 
construction methodology and acceptable 
separation distances between water and 
gas assets addressed and maintained. 
ATCO has no objection to the proposal 
from the City of Swan for the temporary 
closure subject to ATCO being able to 
access the area for any inspections or in 
the case of an emergency and any 
construction of the Water Corporation’s 
proposed assets are best managed in 
accordance with ATCO processes for 
Working Around Gas Infrastructure and 
our requirements.

18 Government 
Department No objection

DFES have no comment or objection to 
the proposed temporary road closure of 
the intersection of Bordeaux Lane & 
Farnborough Parkway, The Vines.
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