
 

WASTE ADVISORY GROUP 
Tuesday, 21 May 2019 at 5:30 PM  

City of Swan Administration Building, Meeting Conference Room 2 

MINUTES 

1. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

Councillors:  Cr R Henderson Swan Valley/Gidgegannup Ward (Chairman) 

 Cr C Scanlan Midland/Guildford Ward 

 Cr A Kiely Altone Ward 

 

Staff: Mr C Pumphrey Manager Fleet & Waste Services 

 Ms K Petersen  Waste Education Officer 

 Mr C Shepherd EA Stakeholder Relations  

  

Members: Dixie Thompson  

 James Brindle  

 Alyce Hofmann-Fritz  

 Mel Congerton  

 Samantha Dwyer  

    

Guest Speakers Rebecca Brown  Manager, Waste and Recycling WALGA (Exit 

6:23 PM) 

 

Leave of  

Absence:   

  

Apologies:  Georgina Wright 

 Sean Berryman 

 John Drake  EA Operations 

  

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF FINANCIAL AND PROXIMITY INTERESTS AND 

INTERESTS AFFECTING IMPARTIALITY 

Nil 

3. MATTERS TO BE DISCUSSED 

3.1 Items outstanding from previous meeting  

 

 Colin to investigate possibility of revising criteria on keeping chickens and possibility of 

reducing the minimum land size required. Colin to follow up with Health Services and 

Planning City staff to gather further information regarding requirements and criteria for 

keeping of chickens (e.g. who can have them, minimum land size, etc.).  

 

• There is no local law to prevent chickens on a small lot; it is just a City of Swan 

recommendation.   

• Where complaints are received an investigation will be undertaken.  

• Action will be taken if found to be creating a health nuisance. 

• Is it worthwhile to promote having chooks to reduce food waste? Answer: We 

already do that already through our promotion truck. 

 

 Bin lids to be changed to "Landfill Bin" and "Recycling Bin". Staff to investigate the 

possibility of changing the naming of the bin lids.  

 

• Consistent Messaging was shown above with the new stickers. 



 

• Landfill is not the only option as we are transitioning to waste to energy 2022/23 

making ‘landfill bins’ null and void. 

 

 2019/20 Waste and Recycling guide. ACTION: Please provide any comments of input to 

Kathryn via email (Kathryn.petersen@swan.wa.gov.au). Once the guide has been 

drafted, the document will be distributed to the group for their review and comments. 

 

 

 Undertook brainstorm on how The City could assist residents and businesses to reduce 

their waste. 

• Staff to circulate response to the media reports on the City of Swan's recycling.  

 

• Attached is the WMAA Australia wide response as well as the Cleanaway 

response. We also have a standard response that we send to residents. 

 

• Staff to investigate possibility of providing additional information on different 

plastics and which can or cannot be recycled. 

 

• Staff updated the website and put continual messages on social media, linking 

mainly to the bin tagging program. 

 

• Discuss consistent messaging and the City's possible options at the next meeting. 

This topic to be added onto the next meeting agenda. Furthermore, staff to liaise 

with WALGA to see if a representative can present to the group at the next 

meeting. 

 

• The Consistent Communications Collective was formed in August 2018 for this 

purpose. It includes TV advertising, social media, newspapers and other 

mediums. 

• We also have a working group working to ensure consistent messaging across 

different languages.  

• ACTION: Kathryn to inform the group about what comes out of this process. 

 

• Staff to lobby to the State Government to ban on single use plastic bag and 

minimising packaging. 

 

• Own your impact is an outcome of both lobbying the Government, the China 

Sword Policy and the Waste Strategy.  

 

• Colin to report to the members of the group regarding findings and discussions of 

the Environmental Champions meetings. 

 

• We have a draft Facilities Signage sign which is currently waiting for 

Marketing to finalise. The Poster will be placed on City of Swan buildings as 

soon as possible. 

• We will do other engagements on social media to look at linking Own Your 

Impact and Plastic Free July. 

• There is also an upcoming single use plastics workshop to be held in 

Joondalup on Monday 8 July 19 1:30-3:30 with an invite emailed to the 

group.  

 

 EMRC Presentation: 

 

• Staff to investigate the possibility of revamping the advertising of the City's 

subsidies and sustainable living program. 

 

• We already have a worm farm subsidy. Kathryn suggested that push 

composting could be a good project for the group to push to Council. 

• There are 100 composting bins trialled and awaiting feedback. 

 

 

• Staff to investigate the methods for promoting and educating residents of the 

benefits of composting. Staff to present to the group at the next meeting regarding 

the City's education programs and incentives offered. 

mailto:Kathryn.petersen@swan.wa.gov.au


 

 

• The City does several things to promote and educate residents on 

composting, including: 

• National recycling week 

• Tours of Material Recovery facility 

• Cleanaway Incursion into schools 

 

• Cr McDonnel has offered to provide members a bus tour of the Red Hill facility. 

Possible dates for the bus tour is hoped to be added onto the agenda for the next 

Waste Advisory Group meeting for members' consideration. 

 

• Potential dates for EMRC tour are as follows: 

• 14 June 

• 28 June 

• 12 July 

• 26 July 

 

• ACTION: Group members to email Kathryn the preferred dates for the tour. 

 

3.2 General Business 

 

Introduction to Waste Presentation.  

 

Rebecca Brown, Manager, Waste and Recycling WALGA gave an introduction to waste 

in WA. 

 

Rebecca discussed the Waste Hierarchy (in order from most favoured to least 

favoured):  

 

• Waste avoidance 

• Reuse 

• Recycling 

• Recovery (Composting and Waste to energy) 

• Disposal 

 

The group discussed how increasing the waste levy has not incentivised people to 

reduce their waste but it has incentivised Local Governments to reduce their costs by 

reducing landfill. 

 

Rebecca outlined that the goal is to switch to a circular economy, which is a 

continuous flow through system. To move to this system we need to look at 

everything through the lens of "will this become waste". Then the goal is to minimise 

leaks (waste) from this system. Some questions we can ask ourselves in furtherance 

of these goals: 

 

• Are we using raw material instead of recycling materials? 

• Can we use a service instead of using a product? 

• Is this generating waste? 

 

The City of Swan has been at the cutting edge of certain recycling services including 

the Recycling Goods Drop Off Days, on call verge collections and the Bullsbrook 

Recycling Centre.  

 

Colin noted that the on demand has led to a higher percentage of recovery than the 

previous scheduled verge collections. 

 

Mel Congerton has asked for stats relating to illegal dumping.  

ACTION: Fleet and Waste to provide figures on illegal dumping expenses for the last 

few years. Note: Colin Pumpfrey commented that there are a number of factors that 

impact illegal dumping such as Economic Growth and the opening of the Bullsbrook 

Recycling Centre.  

 



 

Rebecca also discussed the bin tagging program and how it reduces the recycling 

contamination rate. She noted that the biggest improvements were in the areas where 

the contamination rate was the highest. 

 

Rod Henderson made the comment that we need better mechanisms to recycle 

copper, batteries and other materials with high amounts of metals as they have a high 

economic value. 

 

There was also discussion of recycling markets with the China Sword Policy creating 

uncertainty in the Market. The only other time recycling prices have dropped so 

precipitously was during the Global Financial Crisis. 

 

The Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery strategy 2030 requires all Local 

Governments to have a waste plan which states: 

 

• Where is your Local Government now? 

• Where do you need to be to meet the targets? 

• What actions are you going to take? 

 

The strategy also requires all Local Governments to have garden organic collections 

by 2025.  

 

Questions: 

 

• Q. In Germany there is a green dot on all plastics that can be recycled, is 

something like that going to be introduced here? 

• A. The Australasian packaging label (currently voluntary) tells you what to do 

with the components of your packaging. The environment minister also said 

that all packaging by 2025 should be recyclable (kerbside), compostable or 

reusable. Rebecca commented that if we are moving to composting then we 

will need a compost collection system as well. 

 

• Q. Can Polystyrene be recycled through kerbside?  

• A. No it can't but it can be recycled through kerbside but it can be recycling at 

some facilities (such as the Bullsbrook Recycling Centre). 

 

Other General Business: 

 

Industrial sites waste management. There doesn't seem to be the same focus on 

recycling in industrial areas as there is in residential areas.  

 

Do we look at the bins in industrial areas like we do in residential?  

 

Yes the City does Bin tagging in industrial areas and the early results is that the 

contamination rate is quite high. 

 

Awards were suggested to help The City champion recycling. 

 

That’s what we do with Switch your thinking. The program rewards businesses that 

reduce waste. 

 

ACTION: What can we do to progress this for the next meeting? 

 

Jack Williamson Reserve: People come in at the wrong times for the Recycling Goods 

Drop Off Days. 

 

ACTION: Waste services to check to ensure that there is consistent and correct 

messaging with regards to the Recycling Goods Drop Off Days. 

 

Can you photograph number plate what happens? Yes and then supervisors will put 

the issue through to advocates to follow up. 

 

The early info said that FOGO would be realised in 2020 but the council meeting 

minutes said that FOGO would be released in 2022/23. What's going on? 



 

 

The original proposal for 2020 was only for Garden Organics. The 2022/23 proposal is 

later due to the switch to FOGO instead. 

 

  

4. CLOSE - Meeting End: 7:30 PM 

  

5. Next Meeting - Tuesday 18 June 2019 at 5:30 PM at TBC 

 

 


