
 
 
Swan’s economy remains steady in 2015/16 
The City’s gross regional product (GRP) retracted by 
$502 million (-5.2%) to $9.11 billion in 2015/16 but our 
contribution to the economies of WA and Greater Perth 
remained on par with previous years at 3.52% and 
5.81% respectively. After the City of Perth, Swan 
remains the fifth largest metropolitan local government 
in WA behind Stirling, Belmont and Canning with GRPs 
of $12.54b, $9.91 b and $9.16b respectively. Other 
indicators show continued strength and areas of growth.  

Population: Swan’s population is the fourth largest in 
the WA with 138,160 persons. Stirling has the largest 
population with 228,036 followed by Wanneroo and 
Joondalup with 195,697 and 167,160 respectively. 

Local jobs: The City of Swan remained the third largest 
area of employment in WA with 72,623 local jobs behind 
Perth with 192,715 and Stirling with 92,446. 

The Manufacturing industry continues to provide the 
largest number of jobs in Swan (9,642) with the Health 
Care and Social Assistance industry increasing (+318) 
to 9,141 jobs and the Construction industry retracting 
by 263 to 8,787 jobs. 

Employed residents: The number of employed 
residents grew from 70,322 to 70,595 representing the 
lowest growth rate (+0.39%) since 2010.  

Building approvals: The total value of all building 
approvals in Swan was $694 million, the fifth largest in 
WA. Stirling ($874m), Wanneroo ($835m), Perth 
($821m) and Mandurah ($813m) saw higher values. 

Businesses: The number of actively trading businesses 
in Swan increased to 9,991 with another 364 (net) 
registrations throughout the year. The Transport, Postal 
and Warehousing industry gained the most new 
businesses (+110) with Construction (+80) and 
Financial and Insurance Services (+65) also seeing 
increased numbers. 

Local sales: 2015/16 saw an increase of $137m (net) 
in local sales with the Construction; Health Care and 
Social Assistance; and Public Administration and Safety 
industries seeing the greatest increases with $392m, 
$58.4m and $32.0m respectively. 

Imports and Exports: The value of imports in 2015/16 
grew by $78.6 million to a total of $7.4 billion. The 
largest increase was in the Rental, Hiring and Real 
Estate Services industry. The value of exports declined 
by $507.2 million to a total of $5.0 billion, the largest 
decline seen in the Transport, Postal and Warehousing 
industry. 

Disposable income: Total disposable income (per 
household) has declined by almost $13,000 from 
$141,852 in 2014/15 to $129,106 in 2015/16. 
 
The economic statistics presented above are available in greater detail via the City’s online 
economic profile. 

 

 
Regional unemployment rate climbs as labour 
force falls 
The monthly ABS regional labour force data for the 
Perth-North East region shows the unemployment rate 
rising while the number of people in the labour force 
continues to decline.  

The table below shows the changes seen in Perth’s 

north-east region over the past two years. 

 May 2015 May 2017 Change 
Labour force 142,615 132,104 -10,511 
Unemployment rate 3.1% 6.2% +3.1% 
Unemployed persons 4,491 8,234 +3,743 
Employed persons 138,124 123,869 -14,255 

 

ABS datasets dating back to October 1998 show April 
2017 with an unemployment rate of 9.5%, the highest 
on record. April 2017 also recorded 12,615 persons 
unemployed, the second highest on record. May 2017 
numbers are more positive with the unemployment rate 
falling to 6.2% and the number of unemployed persons 
falling to 8,234.  

Net migration in Swan region listed in top 10 
Regional internal migration is the movement of people 
from one region to another within Australia. The ABS 
has reported that in 2015/16 there were 13,225 arrivals 
and 10,173 departures from the Swan region resulting 
in a net migration gain of 3,052 persons. Ranked eighth, 
Swan is the only WA region included in the nation’s top 
10. The other nine regions are all located in the eastern 
states with the highest net migration gains being seen 
in the Melbourne and Gold Coast areas. With Swan’s 
annual population growth averaging a little more than 
4,000 persons over the past 10 years, our net migration 
numbers continue to have a positive influence on 
growth.  
 
Note: The Swan region referred to above is an ABS statistical geographical area (SA3). It is 
similar in size and shape as the local government area of the City of Swan but the two areas are 
distinct and reported separately in various statistical data released by the ABS. 
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The City of Swan’s online economic profile, now updated with 2015/16 figures, shows that whilst WA’s 
economic downturn negatively impacted some aspects of our local economy, there are other indicators that 
show continued strength, resilience and areas of growth within Swan. 

Note: The Perth-North East SA4 region includes the local government areas of Bassendean, Bayswater, 
Mundaring and Swan. Current ABS records date back to October 1998. 

http://economy.id.com.au/swan/gross-product?BMID=20&sEndYear=2015
http://economy.id.com.au/swan/indicator
http://economy.id.com.au/swan?BMID=20&sEndYear=2015


 Information in this bulletin is compiled with data sourced from the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Commonwealth Department of Employment and Economy.id by the City’s 
Strategic Planning business unit. Please direct enquiries to the Research and Information Officer on (08) 9267 9069 or email to sue.perkins@swan.wa.gov.au 

 
 
Residential building approvals in decline 
In terms of the value and number of residential building 
approvals in Swan, considerable declines have been 
recorded in 2015/16 and 2016/17. 

 
Although residential building approvals have declined, 
Swan remains one of the top three local government 
areas in WA along with Stirling ($492.3m) and 
Wanneroo ($380.5m), both with significantly larger 
populations. 

 
Non-residential building approvals in Swan continue to 
grow with the total value expected to exceed 2015/16 
numbers. Early works on the Midland Gate expansion 
have commenced and the value of building approvals 
associated with this large project together with a 
number of other commercial/ industrial building projects 
are expected to boost the final numbers for 2016/17. 
 
Focus on Swan Valley tourism 

The Swan Valley has long been one of WA’s premier 
visitor destinations and with more than 150 tourism 
businesses, is recognised for its fresh produce, gourmet 
food and beverages, events, parks, trails, heritage and 
nature-based experiences. 

A coordinated approach from the City 
of Swan, Tourism WA, the tourism 
industry and local businesses to 
increase visitor spend, develop 
marketing partnerships, upgrade 
experience trails and trial new 

tourist transport options will 
encourage growth, create jobs, 

develop business opportunities and 
diversify the local economy. 

 

 
 
Local unemployment rate increasing 
The latest Small Area Labour Markets (SALM) data 
shows the unemployment rate in Swan increasing to 
7.2% in the March 2017 quarter. Since peaking at 
73,891 in the June 2015 quarter, Swan’s labour force 
has been in decline. The latest figures show a total loss 
of more than 5,500 to 68,342 persons. Whilst Swan’s 
unemployment rate is at its highest, it remains lower 
than most other outer metropolitan growth councils, 
remaining steady since the June 2016 quarter.  
 

City of Swan - Labour Force 
(Source: Department of Employment - Small Area Labour Markets) 

Quarter Unemployment 
Rate (%) 

Unemployed 
(No. Persons) 

Labour Force 
(No. Persons) 

Mar-16 6.4% 4,626 71,849 

June-16 7.0% 4,930 70,769 

Sep-16 7.1% 4,980 69,948 

Dec-16 7.1% 4,894 69,162 

Mar-17 7.2% 4,911 68,342 

 
 
Potential for new jobs in Swan’s north 

The $1.12 billion Northlink WA road project is now well 
on the way to connecting Perth Airport and Muchea by 
mid-2019. Work on the central section (between Reid 
Highway and Ellenbrook) was announced recently with 
expectation of 1,000 jobs being created. It was also 
announced that new industrial land along the route 
would become a hub for a range of industries and many 
more new jobs in the future. These areas are close to 
Bullsbrook and Ellenbrook, shaded mauve (industrial 
expansion) and striped mauve (industrial investigation) 
on the draft North-East Sub Region Planning Framework 
map below. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:sue.perkins@swan.wa.gov.au
http://economy.id.com.au/swan/value-of-building-approvals
http://www.planning.wa.gov.au/dop_pub_pdf/NESRSP_Plan1_ThePlanningFramework_A3.pdf

