
 

 
More jobs than employed residents in Swan 
 
If all of Swan’s 68,844 employed residents1 could work 
within the City’s boundaries, there wouldn’t be enough 
local people to fill all of the jobs. That’s because at 30 
June 2014, there were 71,564 people working in jobs 
throughout the area. That’s 2,720 more jobs in Swan 
than employed residents; an enviable position for any 
local government because it shows ‘self-sufficiency’ in 
terms of employment. 
 
However, the reality is that there are, and always will 
be, many residents whose skills, education, occupation 
or personal choice will take them out of the area to their 
places of work. So much so that the 2011 Census 
showed almost 60% of Swan’s employed residents work 
outside of the area with over 5,000 (mainly professionals 
and clerical/admin workers) heading into the City of 
Perth and 14,000 (mainly technicians/trades or 
clerical/admin workers) working in neighbouring local 
government areas.  
 
With the growth of industry and business in recent years 
and the new Midland Health Campus due to open in 
November 2015 with about 1,000 staff, it will be very 
interesting to see if there is an increase in the proportion 
of people who live and work in Swan when the results of 
the 2016 Census become available. 
 
Local labour force grows to more than 70,000 
in 2014 
 
Swan’s local labour force grew to 71,184 in the 
September quarter2 of 2014, an increase of 2,242 
persons since the September 2013 quarter. Total 
unemployed increased by 59 to 3,138 persons and the 
unemployment rate fell by 0.1% to 4.4%, the lowest of 
Perth’s outer metropolitan local government areas. 
 
GRP reaches a new high 
 
Recent figures released by the National Institute of 
Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR), and compiled 
and presented in economy.id show that the City of 
Swan’s gross regional product (GRP) reached a new 
record of $8,895 million in the 2013/14 financial year.  

1 Year ending 30 June, 2014; Economy.id 
2 Commonwealth Department of Employment, Small Area Labour Markets (SALM), 
September 2014 

Not counting the City of Perth and the three largest 
mining economy local governments in the North West, 
the City of Swan’s GRP is the third highest in the State 
(behind Stirling and Canning) and shows it remains a 
strong contributor to state, regional and local economies. 
 
Number and value of building approvals 
continue to set new records 
 
The record for the number of residential building 
approvals set in 2012/13 was 2,047. This was outdone 
by more than 500 in 2013/14 with 2,584 approvals and 
the record looks set to be broken again with the ABS 
reporting 1,719 residential building approvals in the first 
seven months of 2014/15.  
 

 
 

The amount of building activity in Swan has been highly 
visible with some new developments in the Ellenbrook 
and Urban Growth Corridor areas starting ahead of time 
and a number of (multi-dwelling) redevelopments 
progressing throughout the Midland area. 
 
In 2013/14, the value of residential building approvals 
set a new record of $577.6 million for Swan.  

 
In the previous financial year (2012/13) another record 
was set when the total value of all building approvals in 
Swan almost reached the one billion dollar mark at 
$996,481 million. For that year, this record value 
for the City of Swan was the highest of all local 
government authorities in Western Australia.  
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Unemployment rate continues to fall 
 
The latest Small Area Labour Markets (SALM) data shows 
the unemployment rate in Swan fell to 4.4% during the 
September 2014 quarter. During the period, the number 
of people in Swan's labour force increased by 553 and 
the number of unemployed people fell by 249. 
 

City of Swan - Labour Market 

Quarter Unemployment 
Rate (%) 

Unemployed 
(Persons) 

 Labour Force 
(Persons) 

Sep 2013 4.5% 3,079 68,942 

Dec 2013 4.7% 3,293 69,752 

Mar 2014 5.2% 3,657 70,381 

Jun 2014 4.8% 3,387 70,671 

Sep 2014 4.4% 3,138 71,184 

 
The table above provides the quarterly unemployment 
rate, number of persons unemployed, and the number 
of persons in the labour force from September 2013 
to September 2014. 
 
 
Industry output up by half a billion dollars 
 
The total output (sales) across all industry divisions in 
Swan increased by $456 million to $20.5 billion in the 
2013/14 financial year. The largest increases were seen 
in: 
 
• Construction  +$271.2m 
• Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing  +$163.5m 
• Wholesale Trade  +$111.8m 
 
The biggest gains in their respective sub-divisions were: 
 
• Building Construction  +$112m 
• Agriculture  +$150m 
• Machinery and Equipment Wholesaling  +$40m 
 
Industry divisions that experienced reduced output in 
2013/14 included:  
 
• Manufacturing  -$200.6m 
• Professional, Scientific & Technical Services  -$74.6m 
• Transport, Postal and Warehousing  -$58.7m 
 
The largest reductions in their respective sub-divisions 
were: 
 
• Machinery and Equipment Manufacturing -$68m 
• Professional, Scientific and Technical Services 

(except computer system design and related 
services) -$60m 

• Air and Space Transport  -$26m 

 
 

Key economic indicators 
 
Recent updates to the City’s online economic profile show 
continuation of positive growth in the City’s key economic 
indicators over the past three financial years, with only 
the median housing rental showing a decline. 

 
Key economic indicators 

Indicator 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14 

Gross regional product ($m) 7,949 8,593 8,895 

Local jobs (No) 65,756 69,200 71,564 

Employed residents (No) 62,363 66,270 68,844 

Unemployment rate  – Sep14 (%) 3.9 4.7 4.4 

Residential building approvals (No) 248,584 451,293 577,583 

Median housing value ($) 422,206 444,666 489,580 

Median housing rental ($weekly) 410 450 440 

 
 

Total value of imports and exports increase 
 
Across all industry divisions, total imports increased by 
$75 million to $5.2 billion and exports increased by $171 
million to $6.4 billion during 2013/14.  
 
The top three industries with the largest growth ($m) over 
12 months were: 

 

Imports 2012/13 
($m) 

2013/14 
($m) 

Change 
($m) 

Professional, Scientific and Technical Services 579.7 625.3 +45.6 

Transport, Postal and Warehousing 425.0 468.5 +43.5 

Education and Training 84.3 124.7 +40.5 

Exports 2012/13 
($m) 

2013/14 
($m) 

Change 
($m) 

Wholesale Trade 860.3 1005.5 +145.3 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 84.5 177.1 +92.7 

Mining 562.5 619.4 +56.9 

 
The top three industries with the largest values ($m) in 
imports and exports for the 2013/14 financial year were: 

 

Imports 2013/14 
($m) 

Manufacturing 2,140.6 

Professional, Scientific and Technical Services 625.3 

Transport, Postal and Warehousing 468.5 

Exports 2013/14 
($m) 

Manufacturing 2,637,5 

Wholesale Trade 1,005.5 

Mining 619.4 

 
 

Information in this bulletin is compiled with data sourced 
from the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Commonwealth 
Department of Employment and Economy.id by the City’s 
Strategic Planning business unit. Please direct enquiries 
to the Research and Information Officer on (08) 9267 9069 
or email to sue.perkins@swan.wa.gov.au  
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