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New business registrations strong in 2014/15 

The Australian Business Register (ABR) shows ongoing 
business growth in Swan with a record number of new 
Australian Business Numbers (ABNs) being issued in 
2014/15. Industries with the highest number of new ABN 
registrations were Construction (614); Professional, 
Scientific and Technical Services (377); and 
Administrative and Support Services (301). Emerging as 

major employers in Swan over recent years, the 
Transport, Postal and Warehousing (183), and Health 
Care and Social Assistance (159) industries also saw a 
high number of new ABNs issued.  
 

 
New business registrations in these industries is 
comparable with May 2015 employment data that shows 
the largest employers in the Perth (North) employment 
region1 are Construction; Health Care and Social 
Assistance; and Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Services. 

 

Labour force grows to more than 73,000 

Swan’s resident labour force grew to 73,010 in the 
March quarter2 of 2015, an increase of 3,229 persons 
since the March 2014 quarter. 
 
Total unemployed increased by 403 to 4,028 persons 
and the unemployment rate rose by 0.3% to 5.5%. 

 

 
 
The rate of growth in Swan’s labour force (+4.63%) is 
commensurate with its population growth of persons 
over 15 years of age with forecasts3 showing an increase 
of 4,419 (+4.47%) between 2014 and 2015. 

                                                           
1
 Department of Employment, Labour Market Information Portal (LMIP), May 2015 

2
 Department of Employment, Small Area Labour Markets (SALM), March 2015 

3
 Forecast.id 

Building approvals set new records in Swan 

2012/13 was the first year that the number of residential 
building approvals in Swan exceeded 2,000 and the 
records have continued to fall since then with 2,901 
being approved in 2014/15. 
 
Residential building activity in Swan is highly visible in 
the rapid growth areas of Ellenbrook and the Urban 

Growth Corridor (UGC), as well as Midland and Midvale 
where there is a noticeable increase in the number of 
grouped and multiple dwelling developments in the CBD 
and along key roads. 

 
The total value of building approvals in 2014/15 also set 
a new record with $664.6 million, surpassing the 
previous year’s record by more than $200 million. 

 

Rapid growth in the UGC is particularly interesting 

because at the time of the last Census in August 2011, 
the entire 1,240 hectare area was counted with just 438 
residents. Today, the satellite images show a significant 
number of new homes to the north and south of Reid 
Highway and west of Lord Street that weren’t there three 
or four years ago.  

 

This correlates with Swan’s recently updated population 
and housing forecasts that show by the time of the next 
year’s Census, there will be more than 9,000 people 
living in approximately 3,300 dwellings in the UGC. 
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Number of Residential Building Approvals 
(Source: ABS - 8731.0 Building Approvals, Australia) 
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New economic data about the City of Swan is available online and it’s free 

The City’s online economic profile provides a 
wealth of information for business and 
industry, investors, students, researchers and 

more. Economy.id is an online tool and its 
freely available. It presents information 
describing Swan’s role within the broader 
economy, explores options for economic 
development and promotes the area’s 
strengths.  
 

Prospective investors or those considering a 
new business in Swan will find a variety of 
information about the local economy and be 
able to benchmark it against Greater Perth, 
Western Australia or Australia. Recent updates 
to Economy.id include: 
 

 Location quotients – a widely used 
analysis tool that directly compares the 
significance of an industry in the local area to the same industry in a wider area such as a region, state or nation. 

The percentage of the local economy in a particular industry (e.g. total employment in Agriculture as a percentage 
of Swan’s entire workforce) is divided by the percentage of the wider area that this industry makes up. A LQ of 1 
indicates that the industry is about as prevalent in the local area as it is in the wider area. A LQ greater than 1.2 

indicates a significant specialisation of the industry in the local area and a LQ greater than 2 indicates a major 
specialisation. A LQ well below 1 indicates an industry that is more important in the wider area than the local area.  

For example, when looking at total employment in the Agricultural industry in Swan compared to Greater Perth, 
the LQ is 1.37. This makes perfect sense because Swan is a largely rural area with many grapes, fruit and 
vegetables, cut flowers, stone fruit, grains, livestock, etc. being grown in the area. Conversely, the Metal Ore 
Mining industry in Swan has a LQ of 0.14 because the vast majority of people employed in this industry throughout 
Greater Perth are based in the City of Perth which, with a LQ of 4.02, confirms it as a major area of specialisation. 

 Industry sector profiles with 15 year time series – rather than comparing an industry in the latest year to 
one individual earlier year, this new option for visualising the data displays a long term trend for each industry, 
with changes in employment, value-add, output, and imports and exports charted for the past 15 years. This 
makes it easy to identify periods of growth and decline in particular industries in comparison to one of the 

benchmark areas. Figure 1 above displays the growth in local sales of road transport businesses in Swan from 
2001 to 2014. Profiles are available for all of the 19 main industry divisions as well as 87 subdivisions.  

 

Unemployment rate increasing 

The latest Small Area Labour Markets (SALM) data shows 

the unemployment rate in Swan rising to 5.5% during 
the March 2015 quarter. During the quarter, the number 
of people in Swan's labour force increased by 1,500 
whilst the number of unemployed rose by 548 persons. 
 

City of Swan - Labour Market 

Quarter 
Unemployment 

Rate (%) 
Unemployed 

(Persons) 
Labour Force 

(Persons) 

Mar-14 5.20% 3,625 69,781 

Jun-14 4.80% 3,351 69,921 

Sep-14 4.40% 3,100 70,325 

Dec-14 4.90% 3,480 71,510 

Mar-15 5.50% 4,028 73,010 

 
The table above provides the quarterly unemployment 
rate, the number of persons unemployed, and the 
number of persons in the labour force from March 2014 
to March 2015. 

New hospital positive for local business too 

When the new Midland 

Hospital opens in 
November, it can be 
reasonably expected that 
there will be positive flow-
on effects across different 
industries related to the 
supply chain. 

Using an economic modelling tool to add 1,000 jobs to 
the Hospitals, Medical and Other Health Care Services 
industry, we can see that the total impact on the 
economy in Swan would include another 575 jobs for 
local residents and around 1,400 additional jobs 
throughout Swan, an extra $111.3 million in salaries and 

wages, and around $222.6 million in output. Estimates 
show that the City of Swan’s GRP would increase by 
$121.6 million. 
 
Other than the Health Care and Social Assistance 
industry, other industries that could expect to see some 
growth include Retail Trade; Professional, Scientific and 

Technical Services; Administrative and Support Services; 
Wholesale Trade; Manufacturing; and Transport, Postal 
and Warehousing.  
 

Information in this bulletin is compiled with data sourced from the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Commonwealth Department of Employment and Economy.id by the 
City’s Strategic Planning business unit. Please direct enquiries to the Research and Information Officer on (08) 9267 9069 or email to sue.perkins@swan.wa.gov.au 

Figure 1: Local sales figures for the Road Transport industry from 2001 to 2014. 

http://www.economy.id.com.au/swan
mailto:sue.perkins@swan.wa.gov.au

