
SwanBiz News
LOCAL BUSINESS NEWS FROM THE CITY OF SWAN

Welcome from the Mayor
Welcome to the fi rst edition of Swan Biz News, a new 
quarterly publication dedicated to business and investment.
The City of Swan is a thriving region 
experiencing rapid growth, creating 
many excellent opportunities within 
the commercial, industrial, retail and 
residential sectors. In the top 25 fastest 
growing municipalities in Australia, our 
City’s population is projected to double 
the national average over the next 
20 years. In close proximity to Perth 
CBD, major transport links and airports, 
the City of Swan is strategically located, 
has modern infrastructure and strong 
employment base. Premier tourism 
experiences include our popular Swan 
Valley Wine and Food trail along the 
iconic Swan River.

Our City Councillors and Staff are a 
dedicated forward thinking team 
committed to working with the business 
community to build on our City’s bright 
future. Through Swan Biz News, 
we will update you with news and 
opportunities in the Swan 
region including investment, 
trade and tourism.

Cr Charlie Zannino
Mayor

City of Swan demographic 
and economic statistics
If you are looking for demographic 
statistics to grow your business, or 
start up a new business, the City of 
Swan has an easy to use, interactive 
format available on its website.

Information is readily available on 
everything from population, residential 
and industry profi les, socio-economic 
data and much more. Businesses will 
be able to generate their own report 
in a PDF format through the reporting 
tool available on the site.
Visit: www.swan.wa.gov.au/stats

Open for Investment launch
The City of Swan launched its Open for Investment campaign 
recently, dedicated to business and investment in the area.

The City currently offers good infrastructure with an abundance 
of land, tourism precincts and pristine natural environment. 
The campaign will assist and facilitate national 
and global entrepreneurs, 
investors and businesses 
seeking to develop and 
expand their enterprises 
within the City of Swan.
Over recent years, investment in the 
City has grown exponentially and 
the area has a large number of new 
projects. The City is a business and 
professionally focused local government, 
committed to delivering high quality 
outcomes to its community.

The campaign is aimed at people who 
are interested in investing within the 
Swan region, through providing in-depth 
and relevant information regarding 
business prospects and opportunities.



Previous Chairman of NEXTDC Ted Pretty, Alyssa Hayden MLC, Premier Colin 
Barnett MLA, NEXTDC CEO Craig Scroggie and City of Swan Mayor Charlie Zannino.
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Introduction from the CEO
With its strong economy, rapid population growth, large labour 
force and a diverse industrial and commercial sector, the City of 
Swan remains a highly desirable area to do business and continues 
to provide a wide range of business opportunities and attract 
investment from local, national and international organisations.
The City offers a diverse number of locations 
suitable for all business types, ranging from 
industrial parks and major commercial centres to 
rural areas.

Our commitment is to support the growth and 
development of local economy through the 
attraction and support of businesses in the City.

So, whether you are a resident, business owner 
or a potential business investor, this newsletter 
aims to ensure that you are well informed of 
the latest news and relevant information on the 
business and investment opportunities in the 
City of Swan.

Mike Foley
Chief Executive Offi cer

NEXTDC opens 
in Malaga
The City of Swan was 
privileged to join NEXTDC in 
Malaga on February 24 as 
the Hon Colin Barnett MLA, 
Premier of Western Australia 
opened the doors to ‘P1’, the 
fi fth and newest addition 
to their national network of 
independent data centres. 
The launch attracted more than 220 
invited guests and VIPs who represented 
the elite of WA technology, investment 
and government sectors, amongst other 
key delegates including the Mayor and 
Councillors from the City of Swan. 

The completion of NEXTDC’s P1 data 
centre is a boon for the ever-growing 
cloud sector. This world-class facility 
brings an additional 5.5 megawatts of 
IT load across 3,000 square metres of 
technical space and boasts a vibrant 
ecosystem of local and international 
carrier and service provider partners. Like 
all NEXTDC facilities, Malaga was carefully 
selected to house P1 due to its relative 

proximity to the CBD and excellent 
availability of critical power substations 
and telecommunications infrastructure.

The launch of P1 marked an important 
milestone in NEXTDC’s life, as the 
completion of the brand new facility 
fulfi lled the company’s fi rst stage of 
growth and delivered on their vision of 
creating a national network of carrier 
and vendor neutral data centres.



Global engagement at the City of Swan

SINGAPORE MALAYSIA

Total trade with Australia 5th largest trading 
partner with Australia

8th largest trading 
partner with Australia

Investment from Australia 
into (A$m) 35,409 (A$m) 7,967

Investment into Australia (A$m) 60,544 (A$m) 14,925

Export value of 
merchandise and services (A$m) 9,231 (A$m) 6,585

Import value of 
merchandise and services (A$m) 17,579 (A$m) 10,211

Free Trade Agreement Yes – July 28, 2003 Yes – May 22, 2012

Inbound tourism 
– Visitation

3rd largest inbound 
market in terms of 
visitation

4th largest inbound 
market in terms of 
visitation

Inbound tourism 
– Spend

2nd largest inbound 
market in terms of spend

3rd largest inbound 
market in terms of spend

Time zone Same time zone Same time zone

The City of Swan is committed to building and fostering global 
engagement with the aim of increasing trade and investment 
linkages as well as visitation into the Swan Region.
As part of this initiative, the Singapore and Malaysian markets have been identifi ed 
as key focus areas. This is due to the City of Swan’s geographical proximity and 
shared time zone. Additionally, Singapore and Malaysia are amongst Western 
Australia’s major trading partners. 

The table on the right highlights the 
key statistics in relation to trade 
and investment with Singapore and 
Malaysia.

With this in mind, the City is well 
mapped geographically to cater to and 
facilitate the tourism needs of these two 
Asian markets.

SINGAPORE
Singapore is Western Australia’s fourth 
largest trading partner, with total trade 
between the State and Singapore for 
2011 worth $7.4 billion, an increase of 
nearly 30 per cent on 2010. Western 
Australia’s exports to Singapore totalled 
approximately $3.7 billion (a 27 per cent 
increase over 2010), representing over 
57 per cent of Australia’s exports to 
Singapore.

MALAYSIA
Malaysia is one of Australia’s closest 
regional partners and one of South 
East Asia’s fastest-growing economies. 
Malaysia is Australia’s third-largest 
trading partner in the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
and its tenth largest trading partner 
overall. Two-way goods and services 
trade between the two countries was 
$17.2 billion in 2011–12. The Malaysia–
Australia Free Trade Agreement (MAFTA) 
will further strengthen and expand 
Australia’s economic relationship 
with Malaysia, creating export and 
investment opportunities for Australian 
businesses.

Malaysia is WA’s fourth highest inbound 
market in relation to visitation and third 
based on spending, while Singapore 
is WA’s third highest inbound market 
based on visitation and second in terms 
of spending.



Right: Some of the Swan Valley promotional materials.

Below: Visitors enjoying one of the many events held 
in the Swan Valley.

Mayor Charlie Zannino, supported by Councillors and 
staff, receiving one of the various tourism awards 
won by the City of Swan.

City of Swan scoops inaugural 
Australian tourism award
The City of Swan recently won the inaugural Local Government 
category at the Australian Tourism Awards. This was a great 
achievement for the City, as it was one of only two WA 
winners in the 28 categories of the national awards.
The City’s win was contributed to by its 
award submission which highlighted 
some of the exceptional key initiatives 
recently undertaken such as the 
Swan Valley Heritage Cycle Trail and 
Food and Wine Trail, the Swan Valley 
Visitor Centre, a suite of Swan Valley 
publications, the Amazing Valley 
Chase and Great Valley Rally, Guildford 
Heritage Walk Trails, and the new, 
all-abilities playground at the Swan 
Regional Riverside Park.

The City of Swan has put an increased 
emphasis on the tourism area and has 
marketed its products and services 
signifi cantly. In 2012, the Swan region 
serviced more than two million visitors 
and increased its return on investment 
with a $284 million injection into the 
local economy. 

This year the Swan Valley is celebrating 
its 180th year in wine-making with a 
series of events planned.

In 2012, the Swan region serviced 
more than two million visitors and 
increased its return on investment 
with a $284 million injection into 
the local economy.
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Business development 
opportunity with Benelux
MARKET(S)
Singapore and Malaysia

PRODUCTS/SERVICES
Vegetables and fruit

COMPANY OVERVIEW
Benelux is a major food importer and distributor headquartered out of Singapore 
with subsidiaries in Malaysia. Benelux also imports a wide range of fresh 
produce from a number of countries.

OPPORTUNITY
Benelux is seeking to partner with local agricultural producers in the Swan region. 

If you are interested in expanding your agricultural produce business 
into South East Asia, and would like to know more about engaging with 
Benelux, please contact the City’s Commercial and Economic Development 
team on 9267 9267 or email business@swan.wa.gov.au

Inbound visit from Benelux 
and Oh Deli
An agriculture and food delegation from Singapore visited 
the City of Swan in March 2014. Benelux and Oh Deli are 
importers, distributors and boutique retailers that are 
interested in partnering with exporters of fresh produce, 
packaged food and meat in the region.
The Hon Alyssa Hayden MLC had met 
with Benelux on an inaugural visit to 
Singapore in November 2013. Attendees 
included the Managing Director of 
Benelux and Oh Deli and City of Swan 
delegates and other agricultural 
business owners in the Swan region. 
The City facilitated meetings with 
owners of agriculture related businesses 
to provide opportunities for further 
engagement and expansion into the 
Singaporean market.

Linda Ong, Managing Director of Benelux 
said, “We are keen to work with the 
Swan region due to its proximity to the 

airport and geographical proximity to 
Singapore and Malaysia. Additionally 
the quality of products and the pristine 
natural environment is what the market 
demands. Being in the Fast Moving 
Consumer Goods (FMCG) industry, 
getting our products to market is time 
critical it is also imperative to have 
the competitive pricing to ensure that 
the product is viable. Though we are 
importing from a number of countries 
over the world and have the capability 
to do so, it is cost effective to work with 
a region that is only 5 hours fl ying time 
to get our products to the supermarket.”

“… it is cost effective to 
work with a region that is 
only 5 hours fl ying time 
to get our products to the 
supermarkets …’
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Business development 
opportunity with Oh Deli
MARKET(S) 
Singapore

PRODUCTS/SERVICES 
Boutique retail products

COMPANY OVERVIEW 
Oh Deli is a retail boutique which offers a wide range of Australian products 
into Singapore. With an array of gourmet food products such as truffl e mustard, 
organic extra virgin olive oils, jams, relishes, chutneys, sauces and dressings, 
fruit wines, etc., there is something out there for everybody.

OPPORTUNITY
Oh Deli is seeking to partner with local Swan retail businesses for their boutique 
food products e.g. wine, oil, jams etc. 

If you would like to know more about engaging with Oh Deli, please 
contact the City’s Commercial and Economic Development team on 
9267 9267 or email business@swan.wa.gov.au

Swan Business Engagement 
Program
The City of Swan has launched the Swan Business 
Engagement Program for local businesses.
The program will provide business advice to local businesses through 
one-on-one interaction and aims to benefi t businesses through the provision 
of professional and sound business knowledge that best suits each individual 
business as required.

Swan Biz cards 
and directory
The City of Swan, through 
the Swan Biz Cards, are 
offering a free opportunity 
to profi le your business and 
offer incentives.
The City is also looking for businesses 
who would like to be listed on the free 
Swan Biz list. For more information 
email business@swan.wa.gov.au

If you are a business in the 
City of Swan region and you 
would like further information 
on any of the stories 
contained in this newsletter 
or you are interested in 
advertising through SwanBiz 
News or being listed on the 
Biz List, please contact the 
Commercial and Economic 
Development team 
on 9267 9267 
or send an email to 
business@swan.wa.gov.au

This document can be made available in 
alternative formats on request.
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