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Welcome to the Spring edition of Swan Scoop, 
our biannual newsletter to share important 
information about the City of Swan and what’s 
happening in your community.
I am thrilled for this to be my first message in 
this publication as the new Mayor of City of Swan 
Council. 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce 
and congratulate my fellow Councillors who 
were successful in the October Local Government 
elections. 
Congratulations also to Councillor Mel Congerton 
who is now our Deputy Mayor, and who I look 
forward to working alongside.
I would also like to acknowledge the 
achievements and contributions of my 
predecessor, former Councillor, Deputy Mayor and 
Mayor Kevin Bailey, whose 16 years on Council 
recently came to a close.
We have also farewelled retired Councillor John 
McNamara after an impressive 24 years on Council 
and Councillor Claire Scanlon after her four-year 
term.
I wish them all the best in their future endeavours 
and hope to continue to see them around town.
This edition, we continue important coverage of 
the aftermath of this year’s devastating Wooroloo 
bushfire with some inspirational stories of ongoing 
recovery coming out of our community. We also 
have a timely reminder of bushfire preparedness 
and safety and the deserved recognition of local 
firefighting heroes.
The impacts of this bushfire will be long lasting 
but we are a strong, resilient community and 
I am continually amazed by our strength and 
determination.
We also have plenty of information about 
upcoming events, places to go, things to see and 
do, our services and much more. 
To receive the latest updates on City news and 
events, sign up to our monthly eNewsletter at at 
www.swan.wa.gov.au/subscribe

Cr David Lucas
Mayor, City of Swan

Get involved in Council meetings
Stay informed and up to date on local decision-making by 
the City of Swan Council at Ordinary Meetings of Council and 
Agenda Forums.
Ordinary Meetings of Council are the formal decision-making 
forum for a governing local government, while Agenda 
Forums provide an opportunity for elected members to seek 
additional information on items to help make informed 
decisions at the Council meeting.
Council meetings are held on a four-week cycle at Midland 
Town Hall, and Agenda Forums are held the week prior.
The final two Ordinary Meetings of Council in 2021 will be on 
November 17 and December 15.
How to participate:
You are welcome to attend Council Meetings and Agenda 
Forums to observe proceedings, and you can also participate 
during the allotted public question or public statement times.
If you can’t attend in person, you can watch the livestream or 
access the archived recording on the City’s website.
More information, including meeting dates, public 
participation, how to submit a question or how to make a 
public statement, is available at  
www.swan.wa.gov.au/your-council
You can also call the City’s Governance Officer on  
9267 9267 or email council.meetings@swan.wa.gov.au

A message 
from the Mayor

Introducing a new chapter for 
the City of Swan
A new division has been created within the City of Swan, Place 
Stakeholder Engagement, with the aim of improving the City’s 
ability to support and strengthen customer service, communication, 
engagement and consultation. 

The City has hired Meriel Pickering as the new Executive Manager 
of Place Stakeholder Engagement, who brings over 20 years of 
experience in place management, community and stakeholder 
engagement, marketing and communications, customer relations, 
advocacy and community development to the role. 

This change is one of the ways in which we aim to address some 
of the feedback from our most recent Community and Business 
Perceptions Survey. 

In May, we asked 704 residents and 175 businesses in the City to let 
us know in what areas we’re doing well, and in what areas we could 
be doing better. 

City of Swan CEO Jeremy Edwards said the new role would help to 
strengthen interactions with our community and key stakeholders, as 
well as ensuring they are more involved in decision making.

“The community has told us we need to improve our communication 
and consultation, particularly in terms of how we demonstrate value 
for money and show that we are listening to our community,” he said. 

“What really impressed me about Meriel is her focus on, and genuine 
commitment to, the customer and discovering creative and innovative 
ways to positively connect with them. 

“This level of passion, along with her long list of outstanding 
experience, is what I believe will put us in good stead for building the 
path to successful customer and stakeholder engagement at the City.” 

In addition to the new Place Stakeholder Engagement Division, the 
City will be undertaking focus groups with residents and businesses, 
developing a standardised approach to community engagement and 
providing an update on Local Area Planning priorities. 

These measures will seek to help us to better understand how 
we can improve, particularly in relation to our transparency and 
communication around consultation.

The City of Swan welcomes three new faces to Council and four 
familiar faces who were re-elected.

The Local Government elections held in October saw new Councillors 
Cr Aaron Bowman (Pearce Ward), Cr Sarah Howlett (Midland/
Guildford Ward) and Cr Dave Knight (Whiteman Ward) joining Council 
for the first time.

Councillors re-elected to their positions were Cr Patty Jones (Pearce 
Ward), Cr Andrew Kiely (Altone Ward), Cr Jennnifer Catalano (Altone 
Ward) and Cr Charlie Zannino (Swan Valley/Gidgegannup Ward).

At a Special Meeting of Council on October 20, Council elected their 
new Mayor Cr David Lucas and Deputy Mayor Cr Mel Congerton.

For the full list of City of Swan Councillors and their contact details, 
go to www.swan.wa.gov.au/Councillors

 Introducing your new Council

Community calendar 
recognises those who have 
lent a hand
The City of Swan has recognised and 
acknowledged local people and groups who 
have helped or given back to their community 
in its annual Community Calendar.
Over the past 12 months, we have witnessed 
many people willing to lend a hand; from small 
acts of kindness to profound offers of support, 
all having an immeasurable impact on those 
people who call the City of Swan home. 
The 2022 calendar theme, lending a hand, 
recognises and acknowledges those people and 
groups who have helped or given back to our 
community.
Twelve community groups and organisations 
featured in this year’s calendar, include:
• Local volunteer fire brigades fighting the 

devastating Wooroloo bushfire last summer
• Swan City Youth services providing a home 

away from home for at-risk young people
• Sikh Gurdwara Perth Inc Bennett Springs 

providing 50,000 free cooked meals to people 
and families in need over the past 12 months

• Sister Project empowering migrant and 
refugee women, and

• Forget-Me-Not Memory Café Swan Valley 
making a meaningful difference to people 
living with dementia, to name a few. 

During her many years as an aged care nurse, 
local resident Jan O’Shea saw the struggles and 
isolation that dementia patients and their loved 
ones would often go through after diagnosis. 
In 2019, Jan started Forget-mE-Not Memory Café 
Swan Valley to give people with dementia a 
welcoming and inclusive space to socialise, and 
carers a safe place to share their experiences. 
“People living with dementia and their carers 
can come for a cuppa, get involved in some 
activities and enjoy a shared comradery once a 
fortnight,” Jan said. 
“We’re very excited to be part of the City’s 2022 
Community Calendar to show others what we 
do and encourage them to join.”
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Bushfire recovery  
update and residential  
clean-up milestone 
It’s been 10 months since the devastating Wooroloo 
bushfire impacted parts of the City of Swan and 
Shire of Mundaring, and our community is gradually 
recovering from the devastating losses.

The last remaining properties were cleared of 
damaged structures, homes and vehicles in mid-
September 2021 as part of the Wooroloo Bushfire 
Residential Coordinated Clean-up Program, marking 
a significant milestone and step forward for our 
impacted residents and communities.

Around 8,830 cubic metres of rubble and 108 
tonnes of steel were removed from more than 130 
properties in less than six months. Some of the 
recycled material will be used to make road base, 
retaining walls and landscaping, drainage and 
filtering applications.

We’d like to extend our deepest thanks to everyone 
involved in this mammoth clean-up task, as well as 
the WA and Australian governments for funding the 
program.

In August 2021, we welcomed the WA Government’s 
announcement for an independent review of the 
Wooroloo bushfire. 

The local government response to the Wooroloo 
bushfire was a joint recovery operation from day 
one, and we worked closely with the Shire of 
Mundaring to coordinate our respective submissions. 

The City’s submission, endorsed by Council on 
October 13, contains 28 detailed recommendations 
while the Shire’s submission, endorsed by Council on 
October 12, contains 11 detailed recommendations, 
both aligned with the terms of reference. 

Feedback was considered from impacted residents 
and communities, the WA Local Government 
Association (WALGA) and relevant staff to prepare 
our submissions.

While the clean-up work is complete, it’s only the 
beginning of our recovery efforts. We encourage 
everyone to stay connected with and offer support 
to your friends or family who were impacted by this 
event.

There are many more updates and works underway. 
You can continue to follow the journey on the City’s 
social media channels and the bushfire recovery 
page.

www.swan.wa.gov.au/bushfire2021

BUSHFIRE RECOVERY

Two very special young people received a Lions’ Children of 
Courage Award in October for demonstrating courage and 
resilience, and acting bravely in the face of adversity, during 
last summer’s Wooroloo bushfire.

Gidgegannup Primary School students Riley Currey (11) and 
Madison Beddis (10) were with their families when the fire 
broke out near their respective homes.

Inspired by the Red Cross Pillowcase Initiative - which 
encourages children to be active participants in their own 
emergency preparedness - Riley and Madison packed their 
own personal emergency kits and helped their parents as they 
evacuated their properties.

Madison said she packed clothes, her birth toy, books, some 
things that were special to her, her dog’s teddy, and a blanket, 
while Riley packed a water bottle, clothes and a snack.

Riley said while the experience was very scary, he bravely 
helped his mum connect the truck to their gooseneck horse 
float, something he’d never done before, so they could 
evacuate three horses out of the property.

“All you could see was red and white – it looked like lava 
everywhere,” he said.

Both were congratulated for their fast decision-making and 
actions at a special award presentation at the City of Swan. 
They were nominated by Gidgegannup Primary School Deputy 
Principal, Simone Harris.

Young lions awarded
for courage

Riley Currey and Madison Beddis.

Prohibited burning 
period update
From December 1, the City of Swan will 
move from a Restricted Burning Period to 
a Prohibited Burning Period. 

Station opening hours and online 
applications are available on the City’s 
website www.swan.wa.gov.au/fire 
Please assist by planning your permit 
requirements early. 

The Prohibited Burning Period usually 
runs through until the end of March, but is 
subject to change depending on weather 
and other conditions.

Volunteer awards recognise  
local heroes
Two of our very own local residents and long-serving Bullsbrook 
volunteer firefighters Chris Unstead and Tim Batten, were 
recognised for protecting our community at the Department of Fire 
and Emergency Services 2021 Fire and Emergency Services Awards.

The annual awards recognise the outstanding efforts of our 
volunteer and career firefighters who have made a significant 
contribution and demonstrated a high level of dedication and 
commitment to the volunteer fire services.

Both were humbled to be finalists for the Volunteer Fire and 
Emergency Services Award; stating while they don’t do the role for 
the accolades, it’s great to be recognised and appreciated for the 
work they do.

Through fire, flood, cyclones and more, whether it’s on the frontline 
or behind the scenes, we truly thank our exceptional volunteer 
firefighters who have served for our community.

Time to check your 
firebreaks 
The City of Swan require all properties over 
5000sqm to install internal boundary firebreaks. 

While firebreaks are not likely to stop an intense 
fire, they will slow or even stop a low intensity 
fire. They also provide important access for 
firefighting appliances to combat a fire. 

Firebreaks must be 3m wide with a 4m vertical 
height clearance and cleared of all flammable 
material and located inside, and as close as 
practicable to the properties boundary. Fire 
trucks are big, so corners should be generous to 
allow larger appliances to turn.  

 A firebreak that is too narrow or ends abruptly 
can become a death-trap for fire fighters. So 
please make sure your firebreak is to standard!

BUSHFIRE RECOVERY

Chris Unstead and Tim Batten.
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40 years of caring for the community
This year, Community Care Services (CCS) celebrates  
an incredible 40 years in the City of Swan.

The CCS Volunteer Advisory Committee was first established 
in 1981 by Kath Overheu, who identified a need to provide 
affordable, safe and reliable transport to elderly residents and 
people living with a disability in our local areas. 

To celebrate, CCS has hosted a range of activities throughout 
the year. 

COMMUNITY

Dementia Change Champion of the Year
Our Community Care Services’ very own Danielle Criddle was 
announced as the Dementia Change Champion of the Year at the 
2021 Alzheimer’s WA Symposium. 

To Danielle, being a Dementia Change Champion is a commitment 
to ensuring the needs and voices of people living with dementia in 
our communities are being heard. 

“We listen, we build a trusting relationship and we engage with 
people in a way that meets their individual needs, seeking their 
feedback along the journey,” she said. 

“We don’t always get it right, but we pick ourselves up and we keep 
trying until we find an outcome that keeps the person’s individual 
wellbeing and safety at the core.”

Her work as a champion seeks to raise awareness and build 
community capacity to support the needs of people with dementia, 
as well as their families, friends and carers. 

Danielle was one of the founding members of the Swan Dementia 
Alliance and was actively involved in organising the inaugural 
Dementia Friendly Community Forum as part of Dementia 
Awareness month.

In her role as Client Services Coordinator, she is in direct contact 
with people living with dementia and their carers and is able to 
offer her expertise and advice.  

COMMUNITY

Local artist reflects
our history 

At one of our recent Citizenship ceremonies, we 
welcomed more than 100 new citizens, one of them 
being Rasila Karshan Pindoriya.
Rasila has been in Perth for five years and relocated 
from Gujrat, India to join her husband who was 
already living in Perth. 
Rasila was incredibly happy to receive her Citizenship 
and is looking forward to contributing to the City of 
Swan community. 

City welcomes new citizens

Local Artist Joanne Parfitt (Bungaan) is a Noongar 
Balladong woman born in Midland, who has 
lived in the City of Swan region all of her life.

From July to September, Joanne shared some 
of her artworks at Midland Town Hall's historic 
Talkie Tearooms for community members to 
enjoy – thanks to Indigo Junction and Midland 
Junction Arts Centre.

Joanne draws inspiration from childhood 
memories, bush tucker and the Country around 
Swan and York to create her paintings on canvas, 
river stones, terracotta pots and wooden bowls, 
which she has done for 28 years.

She is also passionate about sharing her 
knowledge with younger generations, as she 
grew up learning painting from her parents.

During the Midland NAIDOC Celebration on 
October 5, attendees could make their own 
screen-printed tote bags with Joanne’s design.

Grants program helps grassroots ideas to grow 
One of the ways we help build sustainable local communities and enhance the social wellbeing and development of our 
residents is supporting local projects, activities and events through community grants and funding.

Community groups and not-for-profit organisations can access funding for their projects, activities and events that address 
one of our identified community needs.

Our community grant (up to $5,000), event sponsorship (up to $5,000), small grants (up to $1,000), cash donations and 
access all areas grants are open year-round, while our proactive community grants, community grant (up to $15,000),  
event sponsorship (up to $15,000) and two-year community event grant (up to $10,000) is open throughout the year.

Before you apply, feel free to call the City’s Grants Officer on 9207 8693 or email communitygrants@swan.wa.gov.au

Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/funding for more information.

Danielle Criddle is pictured. 

Midland NAIDOC Celebration. Mayor David Lucas with new citizen Rasila Karshan.

CCS members taking part in 
the celebrations.

CCS staff and volunteers celebrate with members.
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Explore the Swan Valley this summer
Fruit and vegetables are at their freshest and tastiest when purchased fresh from the grower and City of Swan residents 
have an abundance of these right on their doorsteps in the Swan Valley.

While the Swan Valley is best known as WA’s oldest wine region, it is also home to a delicious array of produce that changes 
with the seasons.

The Swan Valley Fresh Seasonal Produce trail includes 32 stalls, farm gates, produce cafes and stores where you can shop 
local, support local and eat local.

Summer is a great time to get out to explore what’s available and asparagus is undeniably the star. Both green and purple 
asparagus flourish in the Swan Valley and can be found at Edgecombe Brothers and Swan Valley Sisters Produce Café, 
located on neighbouring properties in Gnangara Rd, Henley Brook.

This summer, stalls will be stocked with watermelons, rockmelons, tomatoes, sweet corn, mangoes, figs and avocados. 
The crunchiest table grapes you ever did taste generally start appearing after Christmas, with different varieties becoming 
available at different times until April.

Other produce that can be sourced year-round includes eggs, honey, olive oil, jams and pickles. Don’t forget to stop by 
Keller’s Farm to stock up on sourdough and Swiss breads; time your weekend visit right and it may be hot from the oven.

You can take a drive through the Valley keeping an eye out for roadside stall signs or pick up a copy of the Fresh Seasonal 
Produce Trail from the Swan Valley Visitor Centre, located in historic Guildford at the gateway to the Swan Valley. The trail 
can also be downloaded from swanvalley.com.au/trails. 

In March get together with friends and family to join Swan Valley growers and producers for the Harvest Food and Wine 
Festival.

If you’re unsure when local favourite produce is available, call ahead to check availability. 

Wine show winners
If you’re looking for the perfect drop to serve with lunch 
or dinner, or planning your Christmas shopping, look no 
further than the award winners from the 33rd annual Swan 
Valley Wine Show.

Held at Sandalford Wines in Caversham, the Swan Valley 
Wine Show is one of the longest continually operating 
wine shows in Australia. It provides an opportunity for 
winemakers to benchmark their wines against others 
from the region to ensure and encourage excellence in 
winemaking.

This year, there were 244 wines entered, with Sittella 
awarded multiple trophies including the Best Swan Valley 
Table Wine of Show for its 2021 Avant Garde Golden Mile 
Grenache. This wine also won the trophy for Best Single 
Red Varietal, other than Shiraz, GPZ (Greater Perth Zone) 
only. 

Sittella was also named Most Successful Producer of the 
show with the highest accumulated points overall.

A new trophy introduced in 2021, the Liquor Barons Best 
Regional Wine of Show, was awarded to Torrent Wines for 
its 2015 Swan Valley Chenin Blanc. This wine also won Best 
Chenin Blanc (GPZ only).

Oakover Wines won the City of Swan Trophy as the exhibitor 
whose five or more entries gained the highest average 
score. Oakover also won the Best 2021 Dry White Wine of 
Show (GPZ only) for their 2021 Chenin Blanc.

Fortified the choice for summer
Fortified wines are back, and you may be surprised at 
how people are choosing to drink them.

Until the mid-1960s, dessert and fortified styles were 
the most popular in Australia and made up for 85 per 
cent of all wines produced.

As the demand for table wines such as chardonnay 
increased, fortified wines fell out of favour. But as 
Australian palates have become more educated, 
fortified wines have made a resurgence.

Fortified wines are being enjoyed by all ages and 
not just after dinner. Younger fortifieds can be served 
chilled or as an aperitif. They also make the perfect 
pairing with a cheese or grazing board. 

There are 34 wineries being showcased on the new 
Swan Valley Fortified Trail. Given it can take decades 
of patience to blend and bottle, there really is history 
in every glass of fortified.

“They are also normally made from a number of 
vintages,” explains James Talijancich, winemaker at 
Talijancich Wines. 

“The wines are continually blended to keep them 
consistent in flavour.” 

This unique trail is the first in Australia and possibly 
the world.

It’s the ninth in the dedicated series of Swan Valley 
Food and Wine trails. Also keep an eye out for the 
newly updated Swan Valley Cider and Ale Trail, full 
of suggestions of where to quench your thirst and 
hunger this summer.

Damian Hutton Chief Winemaker and General Manager, Nikola Estate 
and Oakover Wines.

Plenty of produce this summer.

James Talijancich, Talijancich Wines



SWAN SCOOP SUMMER 2021 11SWAN SCOOP SUMMER 202110

SUSTAINABILITY

Young green thumbs were hard at work when more than 130 children 
took part in a planting day at Recycling Centre – Bullsbrook. 
This group effort, organised by the City of Swan, Ellen Brockman 
Integrated Catchment Group and Friends of the Recycling Centre forms 
part of a long term plan to fully revegetate the wetland area located 
behind the facility. 
Natural Environment Maintenance Coordinator Brad Thompson said 
more than 20,000 seedlings have been planted at the site since 2020. 
“Eventually we hope to install some educational signage and create 
some walk paths so the area can be opened up to the public to 
explore,” he said. 

Sprouts planting sprouts

Planting tips
Want to do some planting of your own? 

Now is the perfect time to get planting 
with plenty of sunshine to help seedlings 
lay down roots ahead of the hot summer 
months. 

Here are our tips on how to get started. 

1. NOT ALL SOILS ARE EQUAL There are  
three soil types in the City of Swan - 
Central Coast Plain Soils, Eastern Coastal 
Plain Soils and Scarp Soils. Check the 
online map provided by South East 
Regional Centre for Urban Landcare at 
www.sercul.org.au 

2. GROW LOCAL Grow local plants in your 
garden to create a low maintenance, 
wildlife-friendly oasis. Native plants are 
perfectly suited to Australian soil, climate 
and conditions, and often grow better too. 

3. PREPARE YOUR PLANT While the plant is 
still in its container, submerge the roots in 
a bucket of water until it stops bubbling. 
This helps get rid of extra air and makes 
it easier to get the plant out of the 
container. 

4. DIG DEEP Dig the right sized hole - ideally 
twice as deep and twice as wide as the 
container. Prepare the soil by filling the 
hole with water and allowing it to soak 
into the ground. Plants with trunks or 
woody stems should be buried half way 
up their trunks. This can make your plant 
stronger by putting the root zone deeper 
in the ground and keeping it cooler. 

5. MULCH FOR A HEALTHY GARDEN In 
the bush, leaf litter forms a natural 
and beneficial layer over the soil. You 
can mimic this in your native garden 
by applying mulch. The City offers 
free shredded mulch at the Bullsbrook 
Recycling Centre and at our recycle drop-
off days. 

6. BE FERTILISE WISE Native plants don’t like 
fertilisers high in phosphorous. Choose a 
slow release fertiliser instead. 

Don’t forget to take the time to smell the 
flowers, relax in the sunshine and watch 
everything grow!

For more information visit  
www.swan.wa.gov.au/nativeplants

Plenty of planting days
The friends of St Lawrence Park held planting days at their adopted 
site, as well as in Gidgegannup, to help revegetate the area.
The group planted overstorey and midstorey species at the Tilden 
Park Bridle Trail which will help support a broader diversity of 
insects and bird species. 
Sustainable Environment Officer Aimee Kontor said the planting 
event supported the natural seeding process. 
“The planting day aimed to extend and infill an area that was also 
planted last year, but unfortunately this area experienced some 
destruction as a result of the Wooroloo fire,” she said. 
“It’s pretty impressive that some of the plants re-sprouted. Trees 
as young as these wouldn’t normally have time to develop 
lignotubers – an adaptation some plants have which allows them 
to survive and re-sprout after fire or drought.” 
Meanwhile during the planting day at St Lawrence Park, the group 
saw some endangered Carnaby’s Cockatoos and a quenda in the 
bushland. 

LIBRARIES

Become a member for free 
When you're a City of Swan library member, you 
get 24/7 access to our extensive range of digital 
resources, including eBooks, audiobooks, digital 
magazines and streaming movies.

Simply sign up at your local branch or online at 
www.swan.wa.gov.au/library

Discover your talents at 
Midland Courtyard Studio
Learn about podcasting, join muso meetups, 
or book into a free recording session with 
our specialised studio. Through songs, 
imagination and play, we can be who we 
want to be when we come to the Library. 

Powering connection 
The City of Swan has six libraries and a drop-point library, so you’ll 
never have to travel far to collect or return your items. We also 
have plenty of programs, activities and clubs to entertain and 
engage you. 

We also have an eLibrary where library members can access 
fantastic online resources such as eAudiobooks and eBooks 24 
hours a day, seven days a week!

Lately you may have heard whispers about a temporary Midland Public 
Library location - but have you had the chance to check it out yet? The 
library is open and you can find us at 11 The Avenue, Midland!

Earlier this year the original library, attached to the Midland Town Hall on 
Helena Street, closed for essential repairs. You don’t have to go without, 
though - you’ll find the same services, collections and friendly faces at 
our temporary new venue. Public computers, printing and scanning, free 
Wi-Fi, and loans and returns are all available.

Library programs and activities will continue to run in the gorgeous 
Old Midland Courthouse at 49 Helena Street, including Storytime, 
Rhymetime, Bridge Club and our creative writing group, Grow Write. You 
can also discover special events like our Courthouse Cinema screenings 
and Nature Know-How workshops.

The temporary Midland Public Library will be open Monday to  
Thursday 9am to 7pm, Friday 9am to 5.30pm, and Saturday 9am to 3pm. 
Free, two-hour public parking is available on the street, or paid parking 
at the nearby Stafford Street carpark can be used.

What’s happening at 
Midland Public Library? 
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Opening of Weeip Park
We’re excited to welcome you to the first stage of New Junction’s most 
prominent public space, Weeip Park.

Officially opened as part of the Kambarang Festival, this community 
led event was the perfect opportunity to showcase this new space that 
offers elements of a classic Australian backyard; a place to tell stories, 
catch up with friends and play. 

Stage one included a grassed kick about area and a dedicated youth 
zone including shade sails, a climbing wall, basketball half court, public 
art and landscaping. 

Stage two completed the play area with cubby houses, a slide tower, 
climbing equipment and toddler’s corral, as well as more landscaping, 
public art installations and construction of a new toilet facility. 

The park was named after Weeip, who was the traditional leader of the 
Boora Clan (Boya Ngura people), who were responsible for the Swan 
area during the first decade of European settlement. 

The name was chosen in recognition and celebration of this area’s 
continuing significance to the community and traditional owners of the 
Midland area. 

Brabham Park complete
Construction of the Brabham 
Neighbourhood Park and Pavilion is 
completely finished. 

In addition to the turfed playing field, 
play space and practice cricket wickets 
that opened to the public earlier this year, 
this space now includes a pavilion and 
car park. 

Brabham is a key population growth area 
for the City and this space will serve local 
community sports and the neighbouring 
school for years to come.  

PROJECTS

Stock Road update
Construction of our major Stock Road 
upgrade in Bullsbrook has officially gotten 
under way. 
This will enable Stock Road to connect 
Great Northern Highway with Tonkin 
Highway, reducing travel times for 
residents in Bullsbrook as well as 
providing a new road link to enable heavy 
haulage and oversize loaded trucks to 
bypass around the Bullsbrook townsite. 
This improved access will open up 
significant new opportunities for industrial 
and commercial developments in the 
area, creating employment and growth 
for the community. 
Road safety will also be improved through 
the installation of a roundabout to Great 
Northern Highway, upgraded rail crossing 
with signal infrastructure, boom gates 
and upgraded road alignment. 
Prior to construction commencing, 
a smoking ceremony was held to 
acknowledge the traditional custodians 
of this region, the Whadjuk people of 
the Noongar nation and their continuing 
connection to the land, waters and 
community.
The ceremony was attended by City 
of Swan project staff and the head 
contractor Ertech Pty Ltd, who paid their 
respect to Elders past and present, and 
their descendants. 
The ceremony involved the burning of 
various native plants to produce smoke 
to ward off bad spirits, acknowledge 
ancestors and pay respect to the land.
www.swan.wa.gov.au/stockroad 

SPORTS

The $3.5 million Ron Jose Oval Pavilion, named in honour 
of the late local footy legend, has officially opened with Mr 
Jose’s family in attendance.

The Pavilion features a clubroom, kiosk/kitchen area, 
four changing rooms, a first aid room, umpires changing 
facilities and storage space.

The Pavilion is the new “home” of Midvale Junior Football 
Club, Eastern Hills Cats Masters Football Club, Darlington 
Cricket Club and Swan Districts Tee-ball Club.

Ron Jose’s football career began in the 1947 when he took 
on the role of coach and mentor for the Bellevue junior 
league.

He later started the Swan Junior League and eventually 
became President of the Midvale Football Club in 1965 
and remained in the role for 35 years, coaching teams to 
premierships and mentoring many young footballers who 
went onto League, State and AFL football.

In 1989, the City of Swan honoured him with the naming of 
Ron Jose Oval for his dedication to football and other sports 
in the area.

Mr Jose was awarded life membership at Swan Districts in 
1983 and in 2007 was elevated to legend status at the Club.

The Pavilion was joint funded by the Federal Government 
and through the State Government Community Sporting 
and Recreation Facilities Fund (CSRFF) administered by 
the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 
Industries (DLGSC).

City of Swan Mayor David Lucas thanked the Federal and 
State governments for their contribution to making the Ron 
Jose Oval Pavilion a reality.

“The community deserves this terrific Pavilion and I look 
forward to seeing everyone enjoy these new facilities for 
years to come,” he said.

“This Pavilion will help build stronger community and 
ensures our community remains active and healthy and the 
sporting superstars of the future are empowered, nurtured 
and supported.”

Ballajura gym opening
September started off strong with the opening of the 
$2 million Swan Active Ballajura gym and family change 
rooms. 

The upgrade funded by the City of Swan saw a gym, 
dedicated fitness space and accessible change rooms 
added to the existing and popular 25m heated pool, spa 
and café, which have served the Ballajura community 
for many years.

The new gym features more than 30 pieces of state of 
the art exercise equipment and fitness classes catering 
for all fitness levels and abilities, including Yoga and 
Pilates, making Swan Active Ballajura the fitness centre 
of choice.

Members can enjoy a full fitness experience with access 
to all facilities at Swan Active Ballajura with secure 
swipe card access to the gym.

Mayor David Lucas said the City of Swan prioritised the 
community’s physical and mental health and wellbeing.

“The City encourages an active, healthy lifestyle, which 
is why we have upgraded Swan Active Ballajura to 
include a gym and dedicated fitness space,” he said.

“The space is now a modern, well equipped fitness hub 
with even more options than ever before for people to 
continue or even begin their fitness journey.

“There are numerous benefits to joining a gym from 
physical health and mental wellbeing to the sense of 
community and achievement. 

“You are never too young or old to start being active 
and Swan Active Ballajura is a great place to start.”

Mayor Lucas commended former Councillor John 
McNamara, whose passion and persistence during his 
time on Council ensured the upgrade was achieved for 
the community.

Members were invited to tour the brand new facilities 
at an official launch party before doors opened to the 
public, with an Acknowledgement of Country, Smoking 
Ceremony, games and prizes.

For more information about Swan Active Ballajura and 
memberships, go to www.swanactive.com.au/fitness

Pavilion named after local 
football legend Ron Jose opens
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Swan Valley Twilight Wedding Expo 2022.

RECYCLING

Recycling myths busted 
National Recycling Week may be over for another 
year, but that doesn’t mean our efforts stop. 

Every time you recycle, what you put in your yellow 
bin is collected and then sorted by the Southern 
Metropolitan Regional Council (SMRC). The sorted 
materials are sold to companies who reprocess these 
materials into new products. 

Glass can take at least 1,000 years to break down in 
landfill, but by recycling it, glass can be crushed and 
screened for use in road and pavement construction. 

Aluminium and steel cans are heated and melted 
in a furnace, cast into ingots and then processed 
to be used in the manufacture of items like car 
bodies, cans, bikes, cars and even planes. Recycled 
aluminium is just as good quality as new aluminium, 
and it’s more environmentally friendly to produce. 

Plastic is melted, stretched and treated before being 
used again for new plastic products. Even your 
wheelie bin could be made from recycled plastic! 

Paper and cardboard are shredded and mixed with 
water to create pulp. The pulp is then treated to 
remove glue, plastic, dirt and staples. You might find 
your recycled paper products remade into packaging, 
tissues, newspapers, egg cartons and more.

And if you’re looking for more ways to reduce  
your waste, find some great tips at  
www.swan.wa.gov.au/reducewaste

Easier than ever to recycle in Malaga
The City of Swan’s newest recycling centre has officially 
opened.
The Recycling Centre Malaga, located on Colga Street, 
makes it easier than ever for local people to recycle bulk 
materials and dispose of waste. 
Thanks to this award-winning facility, the City will be able 
to divert more waste from landfill, recycle more, discourage 
illegal dumping and help conserve our environment. 
Earlier this year the facility was recognised at the Master 
Builders Association’s 2021 Excellence in Construction 
Awards, winning best industrial building in the $1.5 - $5 
million category. 
City of Swan CEO Jeremy Edwards said staff had worked 
hard to complete the project ahead of schedule to help the 
community keep items out of landfill. 
“This facility will help to lower our environmental 
footprint,”  
he said. 
“The materials sorted at the facility are sold to companies 
who reprocess them into new products.” 
The Recycling Centre will be open Thursday to Sunday, 
8.30am – 4.30pm. You can also visit the Recycling Centre 
Bullsbrook, which has the same operating days and hours. 
The Recycling Centre - Malaga is free to all City of Swan 
residents. Please bring your ID and proof of address. 
The following items and materials can be taken to the Recycling 
Centre - Malaga.

• Aerosol cans

• Batteries (dry cell and car/
motorcycle)

• Brick rubble

• Cardboard and paper

• Clothing

• Containers (cans and 
bottles, plastic and glass)

• E-waste (computers, 
monitors and televisions)

• Fluorescent or CFL tubes/
bulbs

• Green waste, except grass 
clippings (less than 1.5m 
length and less than 
300mm diameter

• Household and office 
furniture

• Mattresses (limited to five 
per drop)

• Metal (excludes car bodies 
and car parts)

• Mixed plastics

• Mobile phones

• Polystyrene (foam) 
packaging (no ‘foam balls’ 
or ‘popcorn’)

• Printer cartridges

• Tyres - charges apply (only 
passenger and 4x4 tyres 
accepted)

• Untreated and unpainted 
timber (no MDF or CCA 
treated products)

• Used oil (limit 20L per 
resident)  

• White goods (fridges, 
freezers, dishwashers  
and ovens)

For a list of all items not accepted in your recycling bin, go to 
www.recyclingnearyou.com.au

EVENTS

EVENT DATES ABOUT
Brian Langley the  
City Poet

January 2022 Referring to himself as "The City Poet", Brian writes and 
performs his own work, which covers a broad range of 
subjects. 

Twilight Wedding Expo January 2022 Experience a range of venues as they open their doors on this 
special evening to showcase their wedding products. 

Underground Churches January 2022 David Kininmonth gives us a fascinating look at these amazing 
Midland churches, hewn from living rock.

Anniversary of the  
Moon Landing

January 2022 Come on a journey with the Ballajura Library and Perth 
Observatory to relive the 50th anniversary of the Moon 
Landing.

Fringe World January-February 2022 The massively popular annual festival returns to the Midland 
Junction Arts Centre with performances and exhibitions. 

Harvest - Celebrating  
the Swan Valley

March 2022 An opportunity to get together with friends and family and 
join Swan Valley growers and producers as they get together 
to harvest their bounty.  

Hyper February-March 2022 An arts program of large and small scale events and activities 
featuring live music acts. 

Altone Comes Alive March 2022 A celebration of culture and community.

Entwined in the Valley.

Altone Comes Alive.

For more information visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/events

Recycling Centre Malaga officially opens.
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Like all local government areas, we require all dogs and cats 
living in our City to be registered.
Over the years, we’ve returned thousands of pets back to their 
families because of pet registration and microchipping.
To make the process easier, this year we introduced online 
registrations. In only a few minutes, you can register your pet 
and pay your pet registrations renewals on the City’s website. 
It’s also important to update your pet’s details when you move 
to the City of Swan. That way, if your dog or cat gets lost, we 
can quickly identity them. 
www.swan.wa.gov.au/animals

Register your furry friend
in only a few minutes

This document can  
be made available in  
alternative formats  
on request.

City directory helps promote 
local businesses
The City of Swan is home to nearly 11,000 
businesses, including some of Perth’s top retail 
shops and hospitality venues, the Swan Valley 
wine region and industrial areas in Malaga and 
Bullsbrook and Hazelmere.
One local business that is bringing growth and 
innovation to our City is D.Jays Gourmet, a leading 
manufacturer and supplier of packaged beef jerky 
and soft biltong.
Based in Malaga, D.Jays Gourmet started more 
than 20 years ago as a husband and wife team. 
They have since expanded to an impressive 20 plus 
employees, with several core products they now 
distribute to major Australian retailers such as IGA, 
Caltex and Dan Murphy’s.
Reflecting on the past two years, Manager Arron 
Zamel said operating through the COVID-19 
lockdowns had been incredibly challenging and saw 
them increasing in their hygiene practices, but they 
have been fortunate to experience growth.
“Our product has seen natural growth over the past 
few years and we’re trying to grow with it, and 
continue supplying our customers with what we 
think is the best biltong and jerky going around,”  
he said.
During the peak of the COVID-19 pandemic, the City 
launched a special online listing to help support 
local businesses and encourage residents to shop 
locally – which is now part of our regular Biz List 
online business directory.
All businesses in the City of Swan can sign-up 
to Biz List, where each listed business has their 
own information page with a summary on service 
provision, contact details and opening hours.
Our local businesses have been through an 
incredibly tough two years, with the bushfire and 
COVID-19 impacts. 
You can support them, and our thriving local 
economy, in a number of ways - not only by buying 
and shopping locally, you can also support them by 
follow them on social media and writing reviews. 
For more information about the City’s business 
services or to create a free listing, visit  
www.swan.wa.gov.au/business

Arron Zamel is pictured. 

The City of Swan acknowledges the traditional custodians of 
this region, the Whadjuk people of the Noongar Nation and 
their continuing connection to the land, waters and community.


