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Stay across local decision-making by the City of Swan 
Council at Ordinary Meetings of Council and Agenda 
Forums. 

Ordinary Meetings of Council are the formal decision-
making forum for a governing local government, while 
Agenda Forums provide an opportunity for elected 
members to seek additional information on items to help 
make decisions at the Council meeting.  

Council Meetings are held on a four-week cycle at Midland 
Town Hall, and Agenda Forums are held the week prior. 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE
You are welcome to attend Council Meetings and  
Agenda Forums. If you can’t attend in person, you can  
watch the livestream or access the archived recording  
on the City’s website. 

More information, including meeting dates, public 
participation, how to submit a question or how to  
make a public statement, is available at  
www.swan.wa.gov.au/your-council

You can also call the City’s Governance Officer on  
9267 9267 or email council.meetings@swan.wa.gov.au 

2021 local government elections
The City of Swan’s local government election will be  
held in October this year, conducted as a postal election 
by the Western Australian Electoral Commission. 

Check your enrolment as an elector at  
www.elections.wa.gov.au 

Are you interested in influencing the long-term vision  
and direction of your community? Learn more about  
how to become a Councillor at our free Prospective  
Councillor seminars, to be held in August this year.

More information and dates will be posted mid-year  
at www.swan.wa.gov.au/elections

Welcome to another edition of Swan Scoop, our biannual 
newsletter to share important information about the City 
of Swan and what’s happening in our community. 

This edition, we bring you stories of our community 
digging deep after the Wooroloo bushfire. I continue 
to be amazed by the strength and resilience of the 
people in Gidgegannup and surrounds, as well as the 
community spirit and generosity of people all across 
Western Australia who are lending a hand. 

Our firefighters did an incredible job in fighting the 
bushfire, and while we can’t all help out on the 
front lines, we can help those affected with our 
own generosity. We deeply thank everyone for your 
continued support and encouragement. 

In this edition, also find details about upcoming  
events, places to go, our services and much more.

To receive the latest updates on City news and  
events, sign up to our monthly eNewsletter at  
www.swan.wa.gov.au/subscribe

Cr Kevin Bailey

Mayor, City of Swan

Get involved in
Council meetings

A message 
from the Mayor
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Beechboro Community Hub named 
WA Community Facility of the Year
The City of Swan’s Beechboro Community Hub was  
awarded Community Facility of the Year for its innovative 
features of design, development and operation at the  
Parks and Leisure Australia Regional Awards WA in May. 

The awards recognise and showcase outstanding  
initiatives and innovative efforts which promote and 
enhance leisure time. 

Another City project, the first stage of New Junction’s 
vibrant open space Weeip Park in Midland, was also  
named as a finalist in the Park of the Year category.

City of Swan Mayor Kevin Bailey said he was thrilled  
with the award and recognition of industry excellence.

“Not only is it a considerable accomplishment for the 
City of Swan, we share this prestigious award with our 
community and the people we serve,” Mayor Bailey said.

New CEO
at the helm

When long-standing former Chief Executive Officer Mike 
Foley called time on his 39-year career at the City of 
Swan in 2020, the doors of opportunity opened  
for an accomplished and adaptable leader with a  
fresh perspective to take the helm.

Living in the East Pilbara at the time, Jeremy Edwards 
found himself in an almost full-circle moment, from 
starting his leadership career at the City, to returning  
as CEO, and stepping into Mike’s illustrious shoes.

“It felt right to return to the City where I worked some 
20-years ago and make a positive and meaningful  
difference to the community I had once served,”  
Jeremy said.

“Swan is a special place to me and I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to continue my leadership career, evolve 
professionally and live locally.” 

Described as a community-focussed and transformative 
leader, Jeremy’s guiding philosophy when delivering 
services to, and engaging with, the community is 
keeping things simple.

“There are a few values that have strongly stood by me  
over the years; these revolve around being authentic, 
having empathy, being consistent and being passionate 
about what you do,” he said.

“I have a strong focus on community and stakeholder 
engagement because it’s strongly entwined with our 
purpose, and I want to play an active role in working 
collaboratively with different people and groups to help 
shape initiatives.

“We are no longer just roads, rates and rubbish; local 
government is a complex and multi-dimensional system  
that is wrapped in regulation and legislation.

“While we work efficiently and effectively in these 
systems day-in day-out, it’s important we put ourselves  
in the shoes of the people and communities we serve.”

Having been in the top job for almost six months, Jeremy 
has faced more challenges in the past few months than 
some seasoned local government CEOs.

Looking back to the start of the year, the Wooroloo 
bushfire was a defining moment in our history.  

Coupled with the challenges of COVID-19, the health and 
safety of the community and maintaining a strong local 
economy, Jeremy led the City through one of its most 
devastating crises the community had faced in a decade.

“As the world watched the devastation unfold in our 
backyard, everyone rallied together,” Jeremy said.

“I’m very humbled by the financial and emotional support 
from other local governments and the broader community, 
as are those who were directly affected by the fire.

“Recovery is going to be a tough couple of years and we’ll 
continue to provide the much-needed social, economic, 
built and environmental recovery support.”

Despite these pressures and unprecedented events, Jeremy 
said he was impressed by the City’s credentials  
and excited for the future.

“What excites me is the City’s phenomenal growth, 
including our regional infrastructure and capital works 
programs which have either been completed, underway  
or planned,” he said.

“I’m a strong advocate for continuing to support these 
initiatives and ensuring that the City remains a  
great place to live, work and play.

“Supported by the executive team, Mike left a solid 
foundation and I hope to build on this with staff and create 
a new chapter for the City of Swan.”

Photo of City staff courtesy of Benara Nurseries.
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Bushfire recovery: how our community 
rallied together
In February, a bushfire started in Wooroloo in the Shire of Mundaring 
and quickly burned through the City of Swan’s north eastern region, 
comprising of bushland and residential properties in Gidgegannup  
and surrounds.

It took a week for emergency services to contain and control the fire, 
and the damage was catastrophic. More than 11,000 hectares were 
burnt and 86 properties in the City of Swan and Shire of Mundaring 
were lost. 

Many families and local businesses across the Perth Hills area have 
been impacted by the disaster. Our support is with those in our 
community who have been impacted. 

A range of financial support was made available to the affected 
residents including via the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements 
WA (DRFAWA), City of Perth Lord Mayor’s Distress Relief Fund, Services 
Australia, and Bushfire Relief Payments funded by the Department of 
Premier and Cabinet, and administered by the City.

In April, the City of Swan Council voted to apply rates concessions 
to bushfire-affected residents and waive building and planning 
application fees, representing an estimated $476,000 saving for 
ratepayers and those rebuilding in the fire affected area.

Among all of the devastation, the City has been elated by the support, 
encouragement and generosity of the public and we thank all those 
who have made a donation or have shown their support in other 
ways. More than $16 million was raised by the Lord Mayor Distress 
Relief Fund from members of the public, organisations large and small, 
and many local governments across WA.

We also express our deepest gratitude to 800-plus firefighters, 
emergency services personnel and volunteers whose heroic efforts 
contained the blaze. Your efforts were incredible and we cannot thank 
you enough.

Take a look at some of the wonderful generosity and mateship from 
our community. There are many more stories and work underway -  
you can continue to follow the journey on our Facebook page. 

When Lucy the dog injured her paws in 
the Wooroloo bushfire, the animal welfare 
response team were on the ground to treat 
and bandage her wounds. 

Lucy has now well and truly recovered and 
is back to her farm duties. Lucy’s owner, 
Nerida, said she was extremely grateful 
for the assistance of local vets who helped 
during the fires.

“The West Coast Vets, led by Dr Garnett 
Hall and his team of volunteer vets and vet 
nurses were amazing, visiting our property 
at least twice to attend not only to Lucy but 
also to our pony Holly who suffered burns to 
about 20 per cent of her body,” she said.

“Their care and support was second to none 
and we can’t thank them enough.”

On behalf of our community, the City of 
Swan would like to reiterate our thanks to 
all of the animal welfare responders who 
worked hard to save our vulnerable animals 
in a dangerous and stressful situation.

BUSHFIRES

Animal welfare response 
The majority of animals checked by the animal 
welfare response team during the Wooroloo 
bushfires were found alive and well. 

The team was made up of City of Swan, Shire of 
Mundaring, Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development, and local vets. 

One possum, 46 alpacas, 30 pigeons and three 
donkeys are among a list of more than 750 
animals checked by the team.

During the emergency, they visited impacted areas 
to search for and treat pets, wildlife and livestock, 
with 11 per cent requiring treatment, and animal 
losses making up less than two per cent.

Furry friends 
on the mend

Rounding up cattle.
This ram treated for smoke inhalation 
was expected to make a full recovery.

Lucy the dog.
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Thank you
The City of Swan thanks all of the emergency services, agencies and 
volunteers who have worked so tirelessly to help the community get back 
on their feet. 

We also sincerely thank everyone in our community for your offers of help, 
messages of encouragement and generous donations. Together, we have 
raised over $16 million for the Lord Mayor’s Distress Relief Fund, which is 
going directly to the bushfire survivors to recover and rebuild. 

Country Women’s Association volunteers  
helping with donations.

The volunteer-run Community Connect  
Space provides supplies and support for  
bushfire-affected residents.

BlazeAid volunteers rolling up their sleeves to 
help repair damaged fencing. 

City of Swan crews clearing unsafe  
trees in Gidgegannup.

Thank you to the Australian Defence Force 13th 
Brigade for helping us with the clean-up. 

The wonderful Red Cross volunteers visited people in the fire-affected area to check-in 
and provide support during recovery. Georgia was greeted by a friendly four-legged 
resident on arrival. Photo courtesy of Red Cross.

BUSHFIRES

Western Power completed a significant  
rebuild to restore power after 579 poles,  
47 transformers and 56 underground assets.  
Photos courtesy of Western Power. 

Volunteers manned distribution centres for donated animal feed and hay until the end 
of April. Over 6,100 items, not including hay, were distributed over 11 weeks. Pictured 
left to right are volunteers Jessica Murray, Dusty Murray and Karen Andrich.
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BUSHFIRES

Do you have a story to tell about the Wooroloo bushfire? We would  
love to hear about it! Please email stories@swan.wa.gov.au if you  
would like to contribute your recollections, experiences, photos from  
the fire event and recovery process. These will be collated and shared  
by the City of Swan. 

We would also like to hear about local heroes. If you know of someone 
who has gone above and beyond in supporting the Gidgegannup 
community recently, please let us know by sending us an email via 
bushfirerecoverygroup@swan.wa.gov.au 

Staying in the loop
Sign up for email updates for the latest 
information on the bushfire recovery 
journey, including upcoming events  
and support available. 

Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/bushfire2021 
and click the blue sign-up button at the  
top of the page. 

Share your story

Disaster Relief Australia (DRA) sent a team of military veterans and first responders who helped with everything from chopping down trees, 
righting fences, clearing dams and sometimes, just listening to stories. It was DRA’s biggest operation to date, with a record number of 176 
volunteers from every state and territory across Australia putting their hands up to help. Photos courtesy of DRA. 

The heroic efforts of 800 plus firefighters, emergency services personnel and volunteers 
contained the blaze. Photos courtesy of Department of Fire and Emergency Services. 
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EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Emergencies can happen anytime, anywhere. The good 
news is it’s easy to protect yourself, the people you love  
and the things you value most.

Claire Silveria from the Red Cross emergency team explained 
that an emergency is a serious situation where people can 
be in danger or might need help. They can also be really 
scary and stressful.

“Emergencies can be natural and human made and can 
include fires, cyclones, storms, floods, terrorism, industrial 
and transport accidents, biological outbreaks or pandemics, 
chemical spills, epidemic illnesses or power outages,” she said 

Having an emergency plan is a key part of being prepared. 
This includes documenting important information like phone 
numbers, knowing where to go and get information, and 
connecting with your community well in advance. 

80% of Australians believe it’s important to get ready for 
emergencies yet only 20% take steps towards getting 
prepared. Claire and the Red Cross team outline the key 
steps for you to know. 

WHAT’S THE FIRST STEP TO GETTING PREPARED? 
Preparing the mind is the foundation stone – getting in  
the right head space ahead of time helps you feel more  
in control, and think clearly and rationally in an emergency 
situation. This can reduce your risk of serious injury and  
loss of life, as well as help you to bounce back after the 
emergency. 

It’s good to know, and have practised, a way to manage  
your stress. Start by walking yourself through your reaction 
to stress: 

Anticipate your feelings of stress. Although these reactions 
are very natural, they may stop you from preparing or acting 
so it’s important to acknowledge them.

Identify your feelings and thoughts. Do those thoughts  
help or hinder? Some typical, but unhelpful thoughts include 
things like ‘I can’t cope,’ ‘I’m so scared,’ or ‘I don’t know what 
to do’.

Manage your feelings and thoughts with deep breathing  
and helpful self-talk like, ‘I can handle this’, and ‘I’m coping’. 
You can draw on these tools during and after an emergency.

It is also important to have a support network to help you 
prepare during an emergency and after. This can include  
your friends, family and neighbours.  

HOW DO I MAKE MY EMERGENCY PLAN?
The Australian Red Cross RediPlan is your pocket-guide to 
walk you through the process. You can download a printable 
template or install the app on your phone. 

It’s based on four steps of: 
1. Get in the know: understand how to manage stress, 

potential hazards you might face, your key contacts and 
where to get information. 

2. Get connected: communities can help each other in an 
emergency and, if needed, during the recovery journey 
after an event.

3. Get organised: reduce stress and save you precious 
time as you recover by planning ahead including 
adequate insurance, storage for important documents, 
and needs of pets and animals.

4. Get packing: in an emergency, you often don’t have 
time to think, let alone pack. By packing a survival kit in 
advance, you can save yourself a lot of time and stress.

For more advice and to download the app visit  
www.redcross.org.au/prepare

Prepare for 
the unexpected

Get prepared
Build and keep your emergency plan close at hand  
with the Red Cross App, available on the Apple Store 
and Google Play. 

For more advice, visit www.redcross.org.au/prepare

WHERE TO GET INFORMATION IN AN EMERGENCY
The ABC is the official emergency broadcaster. Find 
your radio frequency at www.reception.abc.net.au 

You can also subscribe to ABC Emergency on Twitter  
or Facebook to stay up to date with conditions and 
official Police, Fire, SES social media feeds.

KEY CONTACTS IN AN EMERGENCY
Ambulance, Police, Fire - Triple Zero (000)
SES (flood and storm) - 132 500
Poisons Information Line - 13 11 26
Lifeline - 13 11 14
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TOURISM

Funk 2.0, Henley Brook.

New trails, venues and eats in the Swan Valley 
If you haven’t been to the Swan Valley in a while, you may be surprised to learn about the many new openings,  
activities and renovations.

THE SWAN VALLEY FOOD AND WINE TRAILS
The Swan Valley Food and Wine Trails are a popular way to 
self-navigate the Swan Valley according to your tastes.

The latest in the series, The Swan Valley Distillery Trail,  
has been embraced by lovers of handcrafted premium spirits.

This trail is the only one of its kind in Australia where visitors 
can experience five distinct and very different award-winning 
distilleries in less than a day – just remember to appoint a 
designated driver before you embark on your spirited outing.

Keep an eye out for the entire eight-trail suite in the 
dedicated trails stands located at key locations throughout  
the Swan Valley, or download them from our website.

TAKE TWO
Introducing Funk 2.0, the newest and funkiest addition  
to the Michael Brothers and Funk Cider universe. 

This fermentation playground in Henley Brook boasts  
six ciders, six beers and six funk project hybrids on tap.

Hybrids have included Verdelho Lager, Gin Cider made in 
collaboration with Old Young’s Distillery and Honey Lager.

The menu is geared towards sharing with a mix of tapas,  
solo and share plates. Hot tip – try the cauliflower fried in 
cider batter with chilli, spring onions and aioli; perfectly 
paired with a Perth Cider.
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TOURISM

/TheSwanValley
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Bailey Brewing, Henley Brook.

Two Birds Fromagerie, Herne Hill.

A REFURBISHMENT LIKE NO OTHER
Sandalford in Caversham, is arguably one of the Swan 
Valley’s most recognised wineries and the recipient of 
multiple tourism and wine awards. Closed for most of 
2020, Sandalford reopened in January after a $3.5 million 
renovation.

At the heart of the renovation is the all new Sandalford Bar 
and Restaurant boasting light and bright open spaces, cosy 
nooks, an open kitchen and a woodfired pizza oven.

Enjoy vineyard views while dining on executive chef Adam 
Spagnolo’s menu incorporating fresh regional produce, 
paired with Sandalford wines and a selection of beer, spirits, 
ciders and cocktails.

Sandalford Bar and Restaurant is open every day for lunch 
and now also for dinner on Friday and Saturday nights.

Children have their own menu and a new playground built 
around a wine barrel-shaped cubby house.

Also a popular spot for weddings, Sandalford’s renovation 
has yielded an additional venue, The White House.

This Hamptons-style lodge boasts two ceremony site options 
– in front of the classic building facade or behind it with the 
backdrop of views across Sandalford’s vineyard and lake. 

FAMILY FRIENDLY BREWING
Families were top of mind when Steve, Dan and Geoff Bailey  
decided to open their eponymous brewery on West Swan 
Road in Henley Brook.

The ethos behind Bailey Brewing Co is easy-drinking craft 
beers and simple, fresh food, with footy on the big screen 
and plenty of room for the kids to run around.

The 9.5 acre venue boasts a massive nature playground with 
four vintage trucks repurposed into play equipment. 

Expect to find all your favourite pub fare. Order a steak 
sandwich, burger, pizza or chicken parmigiana, washed 
down with an IPA, Red Ale or Ginger Beer. For the indecisive, 
go for a tasting paddle of four beers or ciders. Breakfast is 
served on weekends from 8-11am.

LOVE A SLICE OF CHEESE
Cheese lovers missing The Cheese Barrel can now get their 
cheese platter fix from Two Birds Fromagerie in Herne Hill, 
behind Muriale’s Christmas Tree Farm.

The cafe stocks only Australian-made cheese varieties,  
which are also available to take home. Kids have their  
own mini cheese board, activity packs and play area.

Make the most of the cooler autumn weather to plan your 
next Swan Valley day trip at swanvalley.com.au. 

You can also find out about the latest news and offers by 
following The Swan Valley on Facebook and Instagram.

Sandalford Winery, Caversham.
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What’s on 
Discover fun community events, learn a new skill at  
a workshop, find a social group to meet new friends  
or broaden your perspective with a talk from a  
subject specialist. 

For the latest scoop on events, visit:
www.swan.wa.gov.au/events  
for City of Swan- run events 

www.swan.wa.gov.au/communityevents  
for community-run events 

AVON DESCENT FESTIVAL
Everyone’s favourite riverside festival is back in 2021. 
Featuring stacks of free entertainment and activities 
and a prime vantage point to catch the boats as they 
speed past! 

Sunday, August 15

10am-3pm

Lilac Hill Park, 850 West Swan Road, Caversham

BALLAJURA ROTARY FAIR
Craft stalls, food, rides, entertainment, amusements 
and much more at this event, a joint project of the 
Rotary Club of Ballajura-Malaga and the Ballajura 
Lions Club. This event is community driven, 
supported by the City of Swan.

Sunday, August 22

11am - 3pm

Ballajura Community College, Corner Illawarra 
Crescent and Cassowary Drive

EVENTS

You are invited to add your local group to the City of Swan 
Community Directory for free, or to browse the many local 
groups online to find one that is just right for you.

From sports clubs to support groups, service, arts, kids 
activities and culture, the directory aims to bring local 
community groups and local people together. 

Community groups can register to be part of the directory 
today by visiting the City’s website and filling out a simple 
online form. Once registered, groups can also share their 
community events to an online community calendar!

Take a look, get involved and let’s get our City of Swan 
community connected.

www.swan.wa.gov.au/communityevents

Advertise your community
group or event for free

Altone Comes Alive 
Hundreds of people soaked up the sights, sounds  
and tastes at Altone Comes Alive in Beechboro,  
our signature event for Harmony Week. 

The event was a vibrant display and celebration of 
cultures within our community, featuring a huge 
program of free entertainment, international foods, 
stalls and markets. 
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Get to know your library team -
meet Amy
Hello! I’m Amy, the Information Officer in Guildford Public Library 
– though you may recognise me at the Storytime and Rhymetime 
sessions! I also run the Guildford Opt-In Book Club.

I’ve always wanted to work in a library, so when I got back from 
backpacking around Europe I started studying Library and Information 
Studies at Central TAFE, and started bombarding my local libraries 
with my resume. The the rest is history!

My favourite part of my role is seeing all the kids come in for 
Storytime and Rhymetime, and watching them learn, grow and 
develop over the short time I see them – and when I see them in  
the years to come.

I love my romance novels! My favourite authors are Christine Feehan, 
Lora Leigh, JR Ward and Gena Showalter. 

I also love essentially anything that is history-related, like Egypt, 
Europe, Africa and Asia – Lisa See is an amazing author. It might not 
be a surprise that I’m also interested in any book about libraries, 
bookstores, books, and so on.

I’ll watch anything and everything, which makes Kanopy such a 
handy (and free) movie streaming service. Your library membership 
lets you stream thousands of movies for free on your computer and 
tablet – simply use your City of Swan Libraries card number.

The City of Swan has six libraries and a drop-point library, so you’ll never 
have to travel too far to collect or return your items. We also have plenty 
of programs, activities and clubs to entertain and engage you. 

We also have an eLibrary where library members can access fantastic 
online resources such as eAudiobooks and eBooks 24 hours a day,  
seven days a week! 

Powering connection

LIBRARIES

A story of our local families
Visit your local library to read the City of Swan 
'I Can Be Me' community book.

Authored by Nola Allen and photographed 
by Aniek Ragan, the kids book features 
Ellenbrook families who go to the library's 
Thursday Coffee and Cuddles sessions. 

The story reminds us that through stories, 
songs, imagination and play, we can be who 
we want to be when we come to the Library. 

Become a member for free 
When you're a City of Swan library member, you 
get 24/7 access to our extensive range of digital 
resources, including eBooks, audiobooks, digital 
magazines and streaming movies.

Simply sign up at your local branch or online at 
www.swan.wa.gov.au/library

Discover your talents at 
Midland Courtyard Studio
Learn about podcasting, join muso meetups, 
or book into a free recording session with 
our studio specialised. Through songs, 
imagination and play, we can be who we 
want to be when we come to the Library. 

A happy group at Ellenbrook Library.
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40 years of care for our community 
This year marks an incredible 40 years of Community Care Services (CCS) 
in the City of Swan. The CCS Volunteer Advisory Committee was first 
established in 1981 by Kath Overheu, who identified a need to provide 
affordable, safe and reliable transport to elderly residents and people 
living with a disability in our local area. 

Since its early days, CCS has grown considerably to meet community 
demand. Now with more than 80 volunteers, our operations have 
expanded to include a much loved social club and in-home support.

Ron Carey, APM is the current president of the CCS Volunteer Advisory 
Committee and volunteer. Ron is a former police officer and Honorary 
Freeman of the City, but many know him best as one of the friendly 
faces running the transport service.

In the 1980s, Ron’s father received meals on wheels from the Swan 
District Senior Citizens and his mother-in-law was a CCS client. Prior to 
his retirement, he made a commitment that he would one day do his  
bit to support older people too. Ron has given back to the community  
in spades, with 13 years of volunteering under his belt.

Ron says of all his volunteering roles, nothing has given him more 
satisfaction than being able to help members of our ageing community 
with their transport needs. 

“Without our service, many of the people we look after wouldn’t leave 
their homes,” he said.

“Some have families who love them, but they might be busy and 
working and don’t always have the time to take them for appointments 
or to go shopping.

“Without exception, everyone that gets into our buses or station  
wagons starts talking and it’s that social connection that can really  
make a big difference to their lives.

“I always say that I don’t have a favourite client because everyone  
that gets in the vehicle is my favourite.”

To find out if you’re eligible for any of our services, contact us on  
9267 9055.

Join the club
Joining a social group is one antidote to 
loneliness and isolation.  Community Care 
Services’ weekly activity clubs provide a 
variety of fun and interesting activities 
including excursions, guest musicians, 
artists, speakers, bingo, board games  
and challenges. 

Members can meet up, socialise in a 
relaxed setting and choose how they 
will enjoy their day from the range of 
activities available. 

You can be active in gentle movement 
and exercise or enjoy stimulating 
challenges and competitions with board 
games and quizzes. We regularly invite 
guest speakers, musicians, artists and 
other presenters. 

There are also days when the mood takes 
us to go out on an impromptu excursion. 
Members are at the heart of each social 
club, and are encouraged to offer fresh 
suggestions for something different or 
somewhere new to visit.

Many have made new friends at the 
club, with one member, Jean, saying the 
weekly meetups are very enjoyable. 

“I love the outings, activities and the 
friendliness of other members and all the 
staff,” she said.

All transport to and from the venue and 
any excursion is provided by the City’s 
Community Transport service. 

Continue living 
independently 
City of Swan Community Care Services 
offers a variety of support services for 
the frail aged or people living with 
dementia or disabilities, including 
community transport for shopping  
and medical appointments. 

For more information on all our services 
and details regarding eligibility contact:

 9267 9055
 support@swan.wa.gov.au

 www.swan.wa.gov.au/care 

Ron Carey, APM is the current president of the CCS Volunteer Advisory Committee  
and volunteer.

COMMUNITY CARE
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SPORTS

Local residents and families have been enjoying 
healthier food and drink options at Swan Active, 
thanks to a $15,000 Healthway grant.

The grant has helped Swan Active incorporate 
more ‘green choices’ into its café menu and use 
promotional material to educate the community 
about the importance of nutritious and healthy 
food options.

Mother-of-two Elyse Pridding said having 
healthier food and drink options readily 
available had helped her family to live a 
healthy and balanced lifestyle.

“After my gym session, I’ll pick up my daughter 
from the creche and grab a bite to eat at the 
Beechboro Community Hub café,” Elyse said.

“Eating healthy foods makes me feel better, 
both physically and emotionally, but my 
children aren’t huge fans of healthy foods.

“I always encourage them to pick healthy 
options and believe they will learn to like these 
foods and drinks with more exposure,” she said.

City of Swan Mayor Kevin Bailey said Swan 
Active was well placed to champion healthy 
venues.

“Improving access to nutritious foods and 
reducing access to discretionary foods in 
community-based settings is an evidence-
based way to encourage healthy eating,”  
Mayor Bailey said.

Swan Active upgrades to 
deliver healthy results
Planning and works have commenced on upgrades to the City of 
Swan’s leisure facilities, Swan Active Midland and Ballajura.

As part of the refurbishment, construction on Swan Active  
Midland will commence in August this year.

Residents can expect a revitalised facility with improved 
functionality and accessibility, including a new gym, group fitness 
room, crèche, indoor pools, sports courts and changing rooms.

City of Swan Mayor Kevin Bailey said the much-needed 
refurbishment would not only help support our active communities 
but also contribute to the overall physical and mental wellbeing of 
the local community.

“The Midland facility is 40 years old; our investment means 
residents will be able to maintain their health and wellbeing in  
a more connected and socially inclusive environment for decades  
to come,” Mayor Bailey said.

Swan Active Midland will temporarily close its doors for up to  
18 months during construction.  Mayor Bailey said the full closure 
was a necessary step to deliver the project.

“An upgrade of this size and complexity will take time to complete, 
and our priority is to ensure the safety of our customers and staff,” 
he said.

“Swan Active has a loyal member base and we will continue  
to deliver our services in other ways during this time.

“Customers will also have access to our leisure facilities in 
Beechboro and Ballajura.”

Significant progress has also been made to the City’s $2 million 
extension of Swan Active Ballajura, featuring a new gym and  
family changing room.

Mayor Bailey said he looked forward to the Ballajura extension 
opening later in the year and was excited for the community  
gets the maximum benefit out of the facility.

www.swan.wa.gov.au/majorprojects

Swan Active kicks goals
with health options

Artist’s impression of Swan Active Midland once refurbished.

Elyse Pridding and her daughter, Stella.
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The City of Swan’s newest recycling centre is 
on track to open this July. The Recycling Centre 
– Malaga, located on Cogla Street, makes it 
easier than ever for local people to recycle bulk 
materials and dispose of waste. 

Thanks to this new facility, the City will be 
able to divert more waste from landfill, recycle 
more, discourage illegal dumping and help to 
conserve our environment. 

The Recycling Centre – Malaga will be open 
Thursday to Sunday, 8.30am – 4.30pm. You can 
also visit the Recycling Centre – Bullsbrook, 
which has the same operating days and hours.

At our recycling centres, you can dispose of 
white goods, e-waste, green waste, brick/
rubble, cardboard/paper, timber, tyres, globes, 
batteries and a whole heap more! 

For more information visit 
www.swan.wa.gov.au/recycle

Ready, steady, recycle!

RECYCLING

Change for good
Lots of local residents have been taking advantage of our 
Containers for Change facility in Bullsbrook, with more than 
2.5 million containers brought in to date!

Chris and the crew from the Bullsbrook Volunteer Fire and 
Emergency Services (VFES) are among our regulars. Some 
of you may have come across them doing incredible work 
controlling the Wooroloo bushfires.

The Bullsbrook VFES does a monthly drop off at the 
Recycling Centre – Bullsbrook, and every time they make 
around $180. 

Chris said they keep signs up around their station to remind 
both the firies and guests to recycle. There’s a specific bin 
for cans and another one for bottles.

“We use the proceeds to go towards more drinks or snack 
boxes for the trucks,” he said. 

“I always say a hungry fire fighter is a grumpy fire fighter.” Chris and the Bullsbrook VFES crew are regular recyclers.

Down
1. Which bin does a soiled pizza 

box go in? 
2. The name of the three bin 

system coming to City of Swan 
in 2022/23

5. The name of our local waste 
management facility (two words)

6. Item that can be recycled at 
your local supermarket but not 
your recycling bin

10. The colour of your recycling  
bin lid

Across
3. The City’s annual sustainable 

environment workshop series
4. Street where the Recycling 

Centre - Bullsbrook is located
7. The part of a bottle that needs 

to go in your general waste bin
8. A way to naturally dispose of 

kitchen scraps (we offer a $115 
subsidy to our residents for this)

9. How many cents per container 
can you earn through Containers 
for Change?

11. Can cause a fire if you put this in 
your recycling bin

Crossword answers: 1. General Waste, 2. FOGO, 3. Thinking Green, 4. Stock Road, 5. Red Hill,
 6. Soft plastic, 7. Lid, 8. Worm farm, 9. Ten, 10. Yellow, 11. Battery.

1 2

3

4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11

Recycling Centre - Malaga. Recycling Crossword
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SUSTAINABILITY

Sowing the seeds for  
community wellbeing
This year, marks 15 years of the City of  
Swan’s popular Rural Revegetation Program. 
Every year, the City teams up with Trillion 
Trees (formerly Men of the Trees) to 
distribute a selection of free native plants to 
residents with properties sized 4,000 square 
metres or more.

Around 10,000 plants are handed out at 
pickup day. It’s no small feat – planning  
starts several months prior, with every 
seedling lovingly tended by the volunteer 
staff at Trillion Trees.

The local Trillion Trees nursery was 
established more than 40 years ago.  
With the help of 80,000 volunteers, they 
have planted close to 15 million native  
trees and understory plants across the State.

Jill Holland said she started working at 
Trillion Trees six years ago. What began as 
two days doing the accounts naturally grew 
into her role as the Nursery Manager. 

“Our nursery holds 275,000 plants, which  
we turn over every year,” she said.

“We do a lot of work with local 
governments, but we also have a retail area 
where we are open to the public.

“I can’t believe I get to do this as my job.  
To me it’s not just about helping the planet, 
it’s also about the people I work with.

“This is an inclusive space where we 
celebrate everyone’s uniqueness and find 
them tasks that suit them.

“Working here means connecting with the 
land and feeling a sense of purpose and 
community.

“We have about 200 volunteers that get 
involved annually; some of them have been 
with us for years.

“When you purchase from us, you’re not  
just buying a plant, you’re helping us to 
grow community spirit.”

If you are interested in more volunteering 
opportunities like this, check out the  
Swan Volunteer Resource Centre,  
www.swan.gov.au/volunteer
If you want to receive updates on next  
year’s Rural Trees Revegetation program,  
sign up to our monthly e-newsletter at  
www.swan.gov.au/subscribe

Save on water bills
Converting verge lawns to waterwise gardens is 
estimated to save around 20,000 to 40,000 litres 
of water per year, per lawn. 

Jill Holland started working at Trillion Trees six years ago.

Your verge is a blank canvas waiting to be transformed into a thriving 
garden. You can also save time and money by choosing native plants 
which require less water and maintenance. 
There is a lot of landscaping work you can do on your verge without 
Council approval including grass, gardens, ground covers and organic 
mulch. 
For any shrubs, ground covers or trees on the verge, refer to the City’s 
Landscape Guidelines regarding setbacks and plant height restrictions. 
Before starting any work on your verge, contact Dial Before You Dig by 
calling 1100 or go online to www.dialbeforeyoudig.com.au to ensure 
you don’t damage any underground services.
For more information and a copy of the guidelines, visit  
www.swan.wa.gov.au/verges

Create your verge garden oasis
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The first stage of Weeip Park opened in 2020, and is designed 
to be a place to tell stories, catch up with friends and play. It 
includes a grassed kick about area,  
a dedicated youth zone, a climbing wall, basketball goals, 
public art and landscaping.
Stage two will be completed later this year, and will complete 
the play area with cubby houses, a slide tower, wetland play 
area, climbing equipment and toddler’s corral.
Weeip Park is located in the City of Swan’s New Junction 
precinct. Entry is off Junction Parade in Midland. 
Weeip Park is supported by a $1.3m Lotterywest grant which 
will go towards important facilities for our young generations 
to enjoy. 
The children’s play area in stage two is thanks to a $1 million 
contribution from the Stefanelli family, and will reflect 
elements of the classic Australian backyard -  
a place to tell stories, catch up with friends and play.
Find out more and sign up to email updates at  
www.newjunction.com.au

Weeip Park: NewJunction’s 
major public open space

q This document can be made available in alternative formats on request.

Mural tells the stories of 
Midland’s young people
If you wander down to Weeip Park at New Junction in 
Midland, you’ll find a bright and welcoming mural along 
the walls in the youth zone. 
Take a closer look and you can find the stories of local 
young people woven through the design and a map of 
the Midland area. 
The City of Swan engaged local Perth artist Haylee 
‘Fieldey’ Fieldes to work with local young people on  
the project for New Junction’s major public open space. 
The mural was then painted over a series of community 
painting days in the January school holidays, where local 
people were invited to help bring the design to life. 
As the youth zone belongs to young people, Fieldey 
explains the consultation process for the design was 
important to understand what they wanted to see in 
the space. 
Over a series of workshops, Fieldey and the City’s  
Youth Development team asked young people from  
all walks of life what they love about living in Midland, 
as well as gathering personal stories and memories 
about the area.
“It was important that we find out what they wanted 
on the wall so we could create a mural that would 
make them feel welcome in the space,” she said. 
A strong theme running through the replies was 
connection - both connection to Midland, but also to 
each other and their families. It also meant the literal 
sense of Midland’s physical location as a transport hub. 
Another theme was memory of place - both one-off 
events and also repeated practices connected residents 
to place. For example: “Me and my brother always used 
to go to my grandad’s and help him make pasta sauce. 
He grows his own tomatoes.” 
Once Fieldey had this brief from young people, she 
could design the mural using their ideas and memories. 
“The background of the mural is actually a very loose 
map of Midland from above and we’ve hidden a few 
of the young people’s favourite spots such as the Youth 
Centre and Midland Gate in there,” she points out. 
The right-hand side of the artwork is bigger and less 
detailed, representing how the busy Midland CBD and 
suburbs slowly calm and meld into a quieter landscape 
of bush and nature. 
Fieldey highlights that the concept is designed to be, 
above all, fun and visually appealing. 
“Go check out the space and walk along the wall  
and read the stories, and think about your own  
Midland stories.”


