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Applications will be assessed 
according to the level of 
support requested.
Level 1 – Up to $5,000
Applications can be made at any time. 
Applications must be received at least 
12 weeks prior to the commencement 
of the project or activity.

Level 2 – $5,001 to $15,000
Support is offered twice per year with 
the following schedule:

Applications received after a round 
closing date will be considered in 
the following grant round. The Swan 
Community Funding Scheme will not 
fund projects that have started prior to 
the granting of funds.

The Swan Community Funding Scheme aims to build 
sustainable local communities, and enhance the social 
wellbeing and development of the City of Swan community.

The City welcomes applications from community groups and not-for-profit 
organisations that are seeking support for projects, activities and events that 
address identified community needs. Applicants are expected to contribute as 
much as possible to their own projects.

Groups can receive funding once in a financial year, and will not be funded two 
financial years in a row.  Individuals can receive funding every financial year. 

What is the Swan Community 

Funding Scheme?

Levels of support

Round 1 Round 2

Applications  
open

February August

Applications  
close

March October

Assessment April November

Notification 
of outcomes

May December



Available grants
The Swan Community Funding Scheme comprises seven programs.

Community Groups/Organisations
Small Grants
This grant provides up to $1,000 per 
project, to assist with the delivery of 
small community initiatives.

Community Grants
This grant provides up to $15,000 per 
project, to support initiatives with 
community development objectives that 
aim to benefit the Swan community.

Event Sponsorship
This grant provides up to $15,000 to 
support various types of events. These 
may be small - lasting only one day - 
or larger - running over several days. 
Sponsorship can be provided in cash or 
in-kind.

Proactive Community Grants
This grant provides up to $25,000 per 
project, to support initiatives that address 
strategic focus areas identified by the City. 
This is the only grant that funds capital 
items including equipment.

Non-Cash Donations
This grant aims to contribute to the 
viability of community projects and 
events. This in-kind support provides  
up to a maximum of $1,000.  

Examples are waiving the cost of 
providing rubbish bins at an event, or 
venue hire of a City of Swan facility.

Individuals
Cash Donations
Swan Cash Donations support individual 
endeavours in competitive activities 
including sport, academia, culture and the 
arts. There are three types of support, 
depending on the level of competition:

• International – up to $400 per  
financial year; 

• National – up to $200 per financial year; 
• State – up to $100 per financial year.

Applicants must be students up to  
25 years old, and must have a valid 
student card.

Access All Areas
Access All Areas provides vouchers for 
subsidised access to life skills, recreation, 
and cultural activities. The vouchers 
should be issued as part of a support 
program which enables people to gain 
benefits from social and recreational 
participation. Registered organisations, 
such as community health providers, may 
recommend and issue vouchers to their 

clients. A number of clubs, leisure services 
and arts organisations are registered to 
accept Access All Areas vouchers. 

Access All Areas vouchers are issued for 
a value of up to $150 a financial year 
per client. Vouchers must be used within 
three months of issue. 

PASS



Eligibility
Applicants must satisfy the eligibility 
criteria set out in the relevant Swan 
Community Funding Scheme Information 
Paper, and must:

•  Be a community-based or not-for-profit 
organisation, except for the Access All 
Areas or Cash Donations programs;

•  Offer a project or activity within the 
City of Swan’s local government 
boundaries, or if the applicant is an 
individual, be a resident;

•  Have completed and acquitted any 
project for which any City of Swan 
funding was previously received;

•  Have no outstanding debts to the City 
of Swan;

•  Undertake the project or activity  
for the benefit of the wider 
community; and

•  Submit applications in accordance 
with the requirements outlined in the 
relevant Information Paper and on the 
prescribed form. Online applications 
are preferred.

Ineligibility
The Swan Community Funding Scheme 
does not provide funding for:

•  Activities that received funding during 
the preceding financial year;

•  Commercial activities or organisations;
•  Fundraising activities;
•  Core organisational operating costs, 

such as a permanent position for 
ongoing work;

•  Projects that duplicate existing City 
of Swan services and programs;

•  Activities that are already covered by 
existing service agreements with the 
City of Swan;

•  Projects with a political or religious 
purpose only;

•  Projects that will rely on recurrent 
funding;

•  Retrospective costs; 
•  Costs or activities already funded 

by another grant; and 
•  Capital items including equipment 

(except for the Proactive Community 
Grants).

Auspice

Non-incorporated organisations must have 
an appropriate auspice organisation that 
can support their project, receive, and 
manage the grant on their behalf. 

An auspice organisation will be legally and 
financially responsible for the management 
of all aspects of the funded project, 
including:

• Receiving, banking and  
administration of grant funds

• Monitoring of the project
• Public Liability Insurance
• Collection of evaluation  

information; and
• Project completion and acquittal.

It is the responsibility of the applicant and 
the auspice organisation to independently 
negotiate and agree upon the terms and 
conditions of the auspicing agreement 
between them. The City of Swan will in  
no way be involved.

arrangements

General funding criteria



Applications
Applications are to be completed and submitted via the online 
application form, which can be found on the City of Swan  
website at www.swan.wa.gov.au/funding.

Each application will be individually reviewed, assessed and ranked on merit against 
the guidelines, eligibility and assessment criteria. The City reserves the right to decline 
any application that does not meet the Swan Community Funding Scheme criteria. 
All decisions made through this assessment process are final, and successful recipients 
may not be granted the full amount requested.

For applications up to $5,000, allow twelve weeks for your application to be processed 
from your submission date. 

For applications over $5,000, refer to page one for round dates and timeframes.

If you are interested in applying 
and would like to discuss the 
suitability of your project, or 
require assistance with your 
application, please contact 
the City’s Community Grants 
Officer on 9201 8693 or email 
communitygrants@swan.
wa.gov.au

Any questions?



Applications will be assessed according to the following priorities  
of the Swan Community Funding Scheme:

Build Capacity and Partnerships 
and Leverage Resources
•  Increase the human and organisational 

capacity of recipients;
•  Maximise in-kind or cash donations, 

and volunteer time from community, 
business and / or other funding bodies;

•  Facilitate ways in which residents can 
give back to the community;

•  Encourage community participation and 
capacity building; and

•  Demonstrate an effect that will have 
an impact beyond the funding period.

Demonstrate Accountability for 
the Expenditure of Public Funds
• Adopt a risk-management based 

approach;
•  Clearly define measurable aims, 

objectives and outcomes;

•  Be well-planned and achievable within 
clear and detailed timelines;

•  Provide evidence to establish that 
funds and in-kind support provided by 
the City of Swan will be used for their 
intended purpose; and

•  Seek to maximise value for money

Recognise the City of Swan’s 
Contribution
• Enhance the image of the City of 

Swan; and
• Maximise media coverage.

Assessment criteria
Funds are allocated only for the purposes  
of the project as described in the 
application, and must not be used for 
any other purpose, or transferred or 
assigned to any other party, without prior 
written approval by the City. Funds will be 
disbursed according to the conditions  
of each grant funding category. 

A written request for an extension and 
carry-over of funds is made to, and 
approved by the City, at least 12 weeks 
prior to the end of each financial year.

Purpose of funds

Successful applicants will be required to enter into a grant agreement with 
the City, agreeing to the terms and conditions of the grant. This will include 
reporting and acquittal requirements.

Successful applicants

Period of funding



Swan Community Funding recipients are 
expected to acknowledge the support 
they receive from the City of Swan. 
Recipients are required to comply with the 
City’s Acknowledgement Strategy available 
at www.swan.wa.gov.au/funding

Frequently asked questions
Acknowledging the

Within three months of the agreed project 
completion date, all Swan Community 
Funding recipients must acquit their grant. 
This involves providing the following 
evidence:

• All paid invoices and receipts
• An outline of the original aims/

objectives of the project and an 
explanation of how the funding 
assisted in meeting these objectives;

• Photos and promotional material.

Funds which are unspent at the conclusion 
of the funding period must be returned to 
the City within 60 days of the completion 
of the project, activity or event.

Failure to satisfactorily complete the 
acquittal requirements may disqualify 
recipients from receiving further grants or 
financial assistance from the City of Swan.

Acquittal

Applicants are encouraged to seek 
additional funding from other sources.  
A list of agencies providing other funding 
opportunities is available from the 
Department of Local Government, Sport 
and Cultural Industries Grants Directory:  
www.wa.gov.au/service/community-
services/financial-assistance/find-grant 

Other funding sources

City of Swan
 If our organisation’s office is not 
located in the City of Swan, are we 
still eligible?

 Yes, provided the project, activity, or 
event is carried out within the City of 
Swan’s Local Government boundaries.

 Does our group need to be 
incorporated to be eligible for 
Swan Community Funding?

 No, your group does not have to be 
incorporated, but you will need to 
apply through an incorporated group 
under an auspice arrangement. 

I live in Bassendean. What funding 
can I receive?

 You must be a City of Swan resident to  
receive an individual grant. Therefore,  
you are not eligible. 

 Can we use Swan Community Funding 
to buy equipment?

Capital items, including equipment, are  
only eligible through our Proactive 
Community Grants.

 Can I apply for funding with another 
organisation?

 Yes, partnering with other organisations can 
improve your chances of receiving funding, 
especially if you can show how the 
partnership will lead to better outcomes.

Should the budget include GST?

 No, GST where applicable will be added to 
the funding amount.

Can I apply for multiple grants?

Only one application per group will be 
funded in any financial year. Therefore, 
it is best to be selective and apply for 
the grant that will benefit your group the 

most. It is also important to note that 
groups will not be funded two financial 
years in a row.

If you are an individual, you can receive 
funding every financial year. 

 Can an auspicing organisation 
auspice more than one applicant at 
the same time?

 Yes, depending on the capacity of the 
organisation to support multiple projects.

 Can an auspicing organisation also 
apply for a grant at the same time?

 Yes, as long as it demonstrates that it has 
the resources to carry out multiple projects.

 Does fundraising mean raising funds 
for other activities, or does it include 
funds raised by the project for its own 
sustainability?

We will not contribute to any form of 
fundraising. Therefore, if your activity 
involves collecting donations, it is not 
eligible.

 Must applicants liaise with the City’s 
Grants Officer?

Applicants may contact the City’s Grants 
Officer to discuss their project idea, or the 
Swan Community Funding Scheme criteria. 
However, it’s not a requirement. 

 Will the City fund an event two years in 
a row if the applicants are different?

 Yes. Please note that no more than one 
applicant will be funded for the same 
event in any financial year. 
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For further information, please contact 

Contact the City of Swan

Phone 9207 8693

Fax 9267 9150

Email communitygrants@swan.wa.gov.au

Web www.swan.wa.gov.au/funding 

Postal Address

City of Swan  
Swan Community Funding Scheme  
PO Box 196 
MIDLAND WA 6936 

Street Address

City of Swan Administration Centre 
Swan Community Funding Scheme  
Midland Square (off Morrison Rd),  
Midland WA 6056

This document is available in alternate formats on request.


