
What is asbestos?
There are two classifications of asbestos: Friable and Non-Friable (also known as bonded). Bonded asbestos has been 
mixed with another material, such as cement, vinyl or resin and tends to be in a solid form. Friable asbestos is material 
which can be crumbled or turns to powder when squeezed. Small airborne fibres are more readily produced from friable 
asbestos, however, fibres can also be released from bonded asbestos if it has been damaged or degraded.

Where might I be in contact with asbestos?
Asbestos cement materials are present in many workplaces, homes and community buildings which date from the 1950s 
until the late 1980s. However, older buildings where renovations were undertaken during this period can also be affected.

The City of Swan is being proactive on asbestos documentation and management, and is undertaking an audit of all of its 
buildings to ensure it has a comprehensive database on all asbestos containing materials in its buildings.

Is it dangerous?
Bonded asbestos in good condition is not considered dangerous. Where bonded asbestos is damaged or disturbed, there 
is an increased risk that asbestos fibres may become airborne. City staff will continue to carry out audits and maintenance 
on its buildings. As in the past, if any asbestos in City buildings is found to be in an unsafe condition, the building will be 
closed to the public and staff until the asbestos can be removed by a licensed professional.

What is the City of Swan doing about asbestos?
The City is creating a register of all asbestos containing materials in its buildings. Where asbestos is found and there  
is a risk that fibres may become airborne, the City is employing qualified, licensed contractors to remove the asbestos. 
The City is aware that, where some buildings have had an asbestos roof removed, it will require ongoing observation. 

If bonded asbestos is found and is assessed to be in good condition and well maintained, these materials are being 
labelled as containing asbestos.

Labels showing where testing has taken place and containing reference numbers will still be visible after an audit.  
These may not be removed. These do not necessarily mean asbestos has been found in the material, simply that the 
material has been tested.

Why label asbestos containing materials?
The labels will let people know that the material contains asbestos and should not be disturbed. It is very important this 
is labelled clearly, particularly for external contractors who may be undertaking building and maintenance works, and are 
not familiar with the building’s history.

Should I be worried about the labelled materials?
No. The labels will identify asbestos containing material but the addition of the label does not mean that the material 
poses a current hazard; labels will simply identify the material and advise that it should not be disturbed.

The labelling also helps the City of Swan to meet its requirements under the Occupational Safety and Health Regulations 
1996 and Codes of Practice (Management and Control of Asbestos in Workplaces) as well as complying with the Code of 
Practice for the Safe Removal of Asbestos.

Will there always be asbestos containing materials in City of Swan buildings?
Our ultimate goal is for all buildings to be free of asbestos but, in the meantime, we are continually proactively taking 
measures to safeguard staff, contractors and the community.
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Are City of Swan staff removing it?
No. City staff will not be removing the asbestos. Removal is to be carried out only by contractors specifically trained  
and licensed in asbestos removal.

The City’s asbestos management processes will be regularly reviewed to ensure we are meeting best practice.

I am a user of a City of Swan facility, do I need to do anything differently?
No, you don’t. Due to the nature of asbestos, it does not pose a danger to people unless it is in poor condition, damaged 
or disturbed. The City is auditing all buildings to ensure all asbestos in its buildings is in good condition and the location 
of the asbestos containing materials is recorded. City staff will continue to carry out maintenance of City facilities and, 
as in the past, if any asbestos is found to be in a friable or degraded state, the facility will be closed immediately and 
arrangements made for the safe removal of the asbestos.

Who do I contact if I want more information on asbestos in City of Swan buildings?
Please contact the City on 9267 9267 or email swan@swan.wa.gov.au

Who do I contact if I want to find out more about asbestos in my own environment (home or work?)
The City’s website at www.swan.wa.gov.au/asbestos contains general safety information and includes links to  
the Department of Health’s asbestos and public health fact sheets at www.public.health.wa.gov.au 

More detailed information is also available at www.asbestosawareness.com.au and at  
www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au
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