
 
2016 Census highlights 
Population: The ABS’s post-Census revision of the 
official Estimated Resident Population (ERP) for year 
ending 30 June 2016 confirms Swan as having the 
fourth largest population in WA with 136,676 persons. 
Stirling has the largest population with 219,918 followed 
by Wanneroo and Joondalup with 195,253 and 160,995 
respectively. 

Employed residents: Swan’s residents worked in 93 of 
WA’s 138 local government areas (LGAs). This includes 
61 regional LGAs from as far north as Wyndham-East 
Kimberley, south to Albany and east to the LGAs that 
abut the Northern Territory and South Australian 
borders. 

One third (32.5%) of our residents work within Swan 
and another third (32.9%) work in the cities of Perth 
(9.5%), Stirling (7.7%), Belmont (5.8%), Bayswater 
(5.3%) and Wanneroo (4.6%). 

The top 3 industries of employment for Swan residents 
are Health Care and Social Assistance; Retail Trade; and 
Construction. The top 3 occupations of employment for 
Swan residents are Technicians and Trades Workers; 
Clerical and Administrative Workers; and Professionals. 

Local jobs: Not counting the Perth CBD area, Swan is 
the State’s second largest area of employment after 
Stirling. The top 3 industries of employment for workers 
in Swan are Retail Trade; Manufacturing; and 
Construction whilst the top 3 occupations are 
Technicians and Trades Workers; Professionals; and 
Clerical and Administrative Workers. 

Migration: In the five years since the 2011 Census, 
more than 3,300 people from other Australian States 
and Territories, and 7,440 people from overseas had 
relocated to WA and were resident in Swan at time of 
the 2016 Census. Adding the number of people who 
changed address within Swan or had moved from other 
parts of WA, a total of 53,878 Swan residents were 
living at a different address in 2011. 

Overseas born residents: Since 2011, more than 
8,000 people relocated to Australia and chose Swan as 
their new place of residence. 

After the UK and NZ, our largest cohort of those born 
overseas are from India (4,135) followed by the 
Philippines (2,572), Vietnam (2,009), South Africa 
(1,987) and Malaysia (1,061). 

 

Approximately 60,000 of 
our residents have both 
parents who were born 
overseas whilst almost 
50,000 have both 
parents who were born 
in Australia. 

 

The predominant ancestral lines of 62% of our residents 
are English, Australian, Scottish, Irish and Italian. 

 
 
The demographic and economic statistics presented above are available in greater detail via the 
City’s online community and economic profiles. 

 
 

Housing: Swan residents are living in approximately 
7,200 medium or high density dwellings, an increase of 
almost 3,000 since 2011. Over the same period, the 
number of separate houses increased by almost 7,000 
to reach 43,000 in 2016. 91.7% of all private dwellings 
are occupied and 8.2% were unoccupied at the time of 
the 2016 Census. 

Families: Increasing by 4,300 since 2011, there are 
now almost 23,000 families with children in Swan and 
11,000 families without children, an increase of 2,000 
since 2011. Additionally, Swan’s proportion of multiple 
family households (4.57%) is noticeably higher than 
Greater Perth (3.08%) and WA (2.94%). 
 
Regional unemployment rate falls as labour 
force stabilises 
As seen in the chart below, monthly labour force data 
for the Perth-North East region appears to have endured 
a statistical roller-coaster ride over the last two years. 

 
ABS datasets since October 1998 show April 2017 with 
an unemployment rate of 9.5%, the highest on record 
and 12,615 persons unemployed, the second highest on 
record. 

However, as shown in the following table, the latest 
data show more encouraging figures with: 

• a return to labour force numbers on par with January 
2016 levels, 

• the unemployment rate returning to less than 5%, 
• the number of unemployed falling by more than 

5,200 persons, and 
• the number employed increasing by almost 4,900 

persons. 
 

Perth-North East Jan 2016 Dec 2017 Change 

Labour force 141,037 140,677 -360 

Unemployment rate (%) 8.6 4.8 -3.8 

Unemployed persons 12,065 6,822 -5,243 

Employed persons 128,971 133,854 +4,883 
 

 City of Swan 

February 2018 Economic Bulletin 

Note: The Perth-North East region includes the local government areas of Bassendean, 
Bayswater, Mundaring and Swan.  

http://profile.id.com.au/swan
http://economy.id.com.au/swan


 Information in this bulletin is compiled with data sourced from the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Commonwealth Department of Employment and Economy.id by the City’s 
Strategic Planning business unit. Please direct enquiries to the Research and Information Officer on (08) 9267 9069 or email to sue.perkins@swan.wa.gov.au 

 
 
Residential building approvals 
In terms of the value and number of residential building 
approvals in Swan, declines recorded in 2015/16 and 
2016/17 have continued into 2017/18, however, there 
are early signs in the second half of 2017/18 that are 
pointing toward a recovery by year’s end. 

 
Non-Residential building approvals 
Swan’s non-residential building approvals strengthened 
in 2016/17 and it is anticipated that a number of activity 
centre developments in high growth areas will 
strengthen the value of approvals in 2017/18. 

 
Swan Valley being considered for inclusion in 
the State’s premier food and wine event 

In November 2017, the State Government announced 
that the South-West Gourmet Escape festival may be 
expanded to include the Swan Valley. Stakeholder 
consultation and planning are in the very early stages of 
development.  

Should this event include the Swan Valley, the economic 
impact would benefit numerous businesses operating 
within a range of industry groups including Food 
Services, Accommodation, Agriculture, Manufacturing, 
Retail, Wholesale, Health, Transport, Training and more. 
Opportunities for the creation of new jobs and 
promotional activities in the local hospitality and tourism 
sectors would be just as welcome as an increase in the 
number of interstate and international visitors in the 
future. 

 

 
 
Local unemployment rate stabilises 
The most recent Small Area Labour Markets (SALM) 
data shows the unemployment rate in the City of Swan 
falling to 7.1% in the September 2017 quarter. Since 
peaking at 73,891 in the June 2015 quarter, Swan’s 
labour force has continued to decline to less than 
70,000. In the September 2017 quarter, the number of 
unemployed residents fell to 4,939. 
 

City of Swan - Labour Force 
(Source: Department of Employment - Small Area Labour Markets) 

Quarter Unemployment 
Rate (%) 

Unemployed 
(No. Persons) 

Labour Force 
(No. Persons) 

Sep-16 6.9% 4,948 71,361 

Dec-16 6.9% 4,861 70,889 

Mar-17 7.0% 4,875 70,003 

June-17 7.4% 5,156 69,617 

Sep-17 7.1% 4,939 69,582 

 
 
Northlink WA – Benefits for Beechboro and 
Bennett Springs 

A NorthLink WA fact sheet from Main Roads WA 
provides information about Beechboro Road North at 
Reid Highway changing from a four-way intersection to 
a flyover, and a new high speed interchange at 
Reid/Tonkin Highway. 

Beechboro and Bennett Springs will be safer, quieter 
and easier to move around when NorthLink WA is 
complete. By taking traffic off local roads and onto 
Tonkin Highway, people who live and work locally will 
experience a safer, more peaceful environment.  

Shared paths on Beechboro Road and the Marshall Road 
overpass, a path extending through the Reid/Tonkin 
Highway interchange and north to Ellenbrook, an 
upgraded footbridge from Beechboro over Tonkin 
Highway, as well as landscaping and urban aesthetic 
treatments will improve connections and enhance the 
vibrancy of local communities. 

 
Business counts in Swan up 4.2% in the year 
to June 2017 
 
The ABS has reported that the 
number of actively trading 
businesses in Swan increased 
to 10,410 in 2016/17, growing 
by 4.2% since 2015/16. 

The Transport, Postal and Warehousing industry 
accounted for the largest growth (+17.3%) followed by 
Accommodation and Food Services (+14.8%) and 
Health Care and Social Assistance (+14.3%). 

With more than 2,200 businesses, the Construction 
industry in Swan remains the largest. However, in line 
with national trends, it is the Transport industry where 
the largest growth in business counts are seen and this 
is being driven largely by increased numbers of non-
employing businesses as well as increases in the 
number of businesses in Road Freight Transport, Taxi 
Drivers and Taxi Service Operations. 

mailto:sue.perkins@swan.wa.gov.au
http://economy.id.com.au/swan/value-of-building-approvals
https://project.mainroads.wa.gov.au/northlinkwa/Documents/Fact%20Sheet%20-%20Bennett%20Spring%20and%20Beechboro.pdf

