
 

 
 
ABN registrations remain strong 
In 2017/18, the number of Australian 
Business Number (ABN) registrations in 
Swan exceeded 3,500 which is the 
second highest on record for new ABNs. 

Although there are 19 ANZSIC industry 
divisions nationally, 60% of Swan’s new ABNs were 
confined to just five. The table below lists the five divisions 
along with the top three categories of business registered 
within each. 
 

New ABN registrations within the City of Swan - 2017/18 

ANZSIC Industry division Category of business 

Construction 
• Electrical 
• Carpentry 
• Landscape construction 

Transport, Postal and 
Warehousing 

• Taxi Driver 
• Courier pick-up and delivery 
• Road freight transport 

Professional, Scientific and 
Technical Services 

• Management advice and consulting 
• Engineering design and consulting 
• Computer system design 

Administrative and Support 
Services 

• Labour supply 
• Building and other industrial cleaning 
• Gardening 

Other Services 
• Auto repair and maintenance 
• Hairdressing and beauty 
• Other personal services 

Source: Australian Business Register 30 June 2018 for new ABNs with a business address 
within the City of Swan 

 
Within the City’s key business areas, Ellenbrook attracted 
the highest number of new ABNs (561) with the largest 
numbers being in Construction (88), Other Services (73) 
and the Transport, Postal and Warehousing (63) industry 
divisions. 

In Midland, a total of 203 new registrations were 
processed, the highest numbers being in Other Services 
(29), Construction (25) and Health Care and Social 
Assistance (23). 

In Malaga, there were 180 new registrations lodged, the 
majority being in Construction (29), Other Services (27) 
and the Transport, Postal and Warehousing divisions (16). 

Back to the future 
Following a recent announcement from 
the state government, Midland’s rich 
railway history is set to extend into 
Bellevue with the construction of a 
manufacturing facility for railcars and a 
depot where Transperth will carry out 
maintenance of the broader train fleet.  

It is expected that over the next decade the facility will be 
used to assemble many of the extra 246 railcars required 
to service Metronet projects and replace ageing trains on 
the existing network. Once approval is granted, it is 
anticipated that construction will start in 2019, providing 
local jobs and opportunities for our community. 

 

 
 
Swan’s online Economic Profile updated 
The City’s online Economic Profile was recently updated 
with economic data from the 2016/17 financial year. Many 
datasets in Economy.id are underpinned by the National 
Institute of Economic and Industry Research (NIEIR) and 
Informed Decisions economic modelling. 

The latest update includes a number of “corrections” being 
applied to all years from 2001/02. As explained in the 
economic model updates, the main reason for change in 
values is because the price base changes every year in 
accordance with the ABS National and State Accounts. 
Therefore, in areas that are heavily reliant on commodity 
prices, historical data related to gross regional product, 
value-add, household disposable income and employment, 
the figures are noticeably lower. More detailed information 
about the updates can be found on the economic model 
updates page within Economy.id. 

Additionally, with results from the 2016 Census becoming 
available, datasets based on population counts (such as 
employment) has led to adjustments against data series 
on which local government estimates are benchmarked.  

The complete set of Swan’s 2016/17 Economic Indicators 
are available from our online economic profile. Previous 
year’s indicators are included along with growth 
comparisons and benchmarking against larger 
geographical areas such as Greater Perth, Western 
Australia and Australia.  
 

Economic indicator 2015/16 2016/17 

Population 137,020 140,440 

Gross Regional Product $8.35b $8.25b 

Jobs in Swan 57,867 56,600 

Employed residents 71,026 70,187 

Employment self-sufficiency 0.81 0.81 
Top 3 industry employers 
• Construction 
• Manufacturing 
• Retail trade 

 
• 6,745 
• 7,059 
• 6,152 

 
• 7,496 
• 6,535 
• 5,683 

Output $16.9b $16.4b 

Exports (Total) $5.2b $5.1b 

Top 3 industry exporters (combined) 
• Manufacturing 
• Mining 
• Transport, postal and warehousing 

$3.4b $3.3b 

Imports (Total) $6.1b $6.1b 

Top 3 industry importers (combined) 
• Manufacturing 
• Professional, Scientific and Technical 

Services 
• Financial and Insurance Services 

$3.6b $3.6b 

Businesses (actively trading) 9,972 10,417 

Building approvals value (Residential) $485.6m $444.9m 

 
A copy of the City’s 2016/17 Economic Overview is 
available for download from the Economy.id site and 
includes comparison of economic information for all years 
from 2000/01 to 2016/17, also available online. 
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https://www.swan.wa.gov.au/Business-support/Key-business-areas
https://www.mra.wa.gov.au/planning-and-approvals/current-planning-items/development-application-lot-15604-elgee-road-bellevue
http://economy.id.com.au/swan/gross-product
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/economic-model-updates?BMID=20
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/indicator?BMID=20
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/population?IndkeyABR=23000&sEndYear=2016
http://economy.id.com.au/swan/gross-regional-product?sEndYear=2015
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/local-jobs?IndkeyABR=23000&sEndYear=2016
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/employed-residents?IndkeyABR=23000&sEndYear=2016
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/Employment-capacity?IndkeyABR=23000&sEndYear=2016
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/employment-by-industry?IndkeyABR=23000&sEndYear=2016
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/output-by-industry?IndkeyABR=23000&sEndYear=2016
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/exports-by-industry?IndkeyABR=23000&sEndYear=2016
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/imports-by-industry?IndkeyABR=23000&sEndYear=2016
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/number-of-businesses-by-industry?IndkeyABR=23000&sEndYear=2016
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/value-of-building-approvals
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/reports-root?sEndYear=2016&OccuKey=24001


 Information in this bulletin is compiled with data sourced from the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Commonwealth Department of Employment and Economy.id by the City’s 
Strategic Planning business unit. Please direct enquiries to the Research and Information Officer on (08) 9267 9069 or email to sue.perkins@swan.wa.gov.au 

 

Agriculture in Perth’s north-east  
The ABS conducts an Agricultural Census 
every five years with sample surveys 
being conducted in the intervening years. 
The most recent Census took place in 2015/16, the scope 
including all agricultural businesses with an Estimated 
Value of Agricultural Operations (EVAO) of $40,000 or 
more, increasing from an EVAO of $5,000 or more in 
previous years. As such, the ABS warns against direct 
comparison of outputs from earlier years. Given the new 
scope, local knowledge of changes in land use and events 
such as significant flooding in February 2017, it is 
interesting to note the difference in commodity values and 
outputs between the full Census of 2015/16 and the 
survey of 2016/17 in Perth’s North-East region, an area 
that encompasses the local government areas of Swan, 
Mundaring, Bayswater and Bassendean.  

Of note is the reduced area of agricultural holdings 
reported in the region; down by 4,630ha to 11,550ha in 
2016/17, from 16,180ha in 2015/16. This includes land 
used for crops (-2,490ha), nurseries, cut flowers and 
cultivated turf (-41ha), grapes (-92ha) and livestock. 

The gross value of all agricultural commodities in the 
region fell by $14.1 million between 2015/16 and 2016/17 
encompassing a range of commodities such as crops, 
cultivated turf, grapes, vegetables and eggs all reporting 
reduced values in 2016/17. Increased values were 
reported for livestock slaughters (+$783,447), fruit and 
nuts (+$1.97m) and strawberries increasing by $2.3m. 
 

Commodity Values 
CENSUS 
2015/16 

Gross 
Value ($) 

SURVEY 
2016/17 

Gross Value ($) 

Difference 
between 

Census and 
Survey ($) 

Total agriculture 65,968,672 51,883,859 -14,084,813 

Total value of crops 36,404,164 26,312,490 -10,091,674 
Nurseries, cut flowers or 
cultivated turf - Total 9,954,126 4,370,565 -5,583,561 

Fruit and nuts (excluding 
grapes) - Total 15,172,294 17,142,876 +1,970,582 

Fruit and nuts - Other fruit - 
Strawberries 14,132,307 16,400,963 +2,268,656 

Fruit and nuts - Grapes - Total 9,621,916 4,619,092 -5,002,824 
Vegetables for human 
consumption - Total 953,533 104,553 -848,981 

Livestock products - Total 12,905,144 8,128,557 -4,776,586 

Livestock products - Eggs 12,040,404 8,098,638 -3,941,767 
Livestock slaughtered and 
other disposals - Total 16,659,364 17,442,811 +783,447 

Commodity 
Descriptions 

CENSUS 
2015/16 

Estimate 

SURVEY 
2016/17 

Estimate 

Difference 
between 

Census and 
Survey 

Total area of holding (ha) 16,179 11,548 -4,631 

Total area of crops (ha) 3,130 640  -2,490  
Total area of nurseries, cut 
flowers or cultivated turf (ha)  118 77 -41  

Total area of grapes (ha) 377 285 -92 

Total grape production (t) 2,978 1,583 -1,395 
Area of bearing age – 
strawberries (ha) 60 79 +19 

Total production  
– strawberries (kg) 1,700,000 1,968,396 +268,396  

All orchard fruit and nuts 
 – Total trees 9,613 6,421 -3,192 

Total poultry – layers (No.) 190,235 149,033 -41,203 

Total hen egg production (doz) 4,630,640 3,175,936  -1,454,703 

Total meat cattle (No.) 3,454 9,925 +6,470 
Source: ABS,7503-Value of Agricultural Commodities Produced, Australia, 2015/16 & 20161/7 and 
ABS, 7121-Agricultural Commodities, Australia, 2015/16 & 2016/17. 

 

 

Local unemployment rate hovers around 7%  
The most recent Small Area Labour Markets (SALM) data 
from the Commonwealth Department of Education and 
Training shows the unemployment rate in the City of Swan 
rising to 7.6% in the June 2018 quarter. Since June 2017, 
Swan’s labour force has grown by 4,609 persons whilst the 
number of unemployed residents has increased by 515 to 
a total of 5,720. In the smaller statistical areas (SA2s), 
unemployment rates range from a low 2.3% in the 
Gidgegannup area to a high of 13.2% in the Midland-
Guildford SA2. 

City of Swan - Labour Force 
(Source: Department of Employment - Small Area Labour Markets by LGA) 

Quarter Unemployment 
Rate (%) 

Unemployed 
(No. Persons) 

Labour Force 
(No. Persons) 

June-17 7.4% 5,205 70,596 

Sep-17 7.1% 4,993 70,670 

Dec-17 6.6% 4,720 71,305 

Mar-18 7.1% 5,158 72,853 

June-18 7.6% 5,720 75,205 

 
City of Swan Small (SA2) Areas - Labour Force - June 2018 

(Source: Department of Employment - Small Area Labour Markets by SA2) 

Statistical Area (SA2) Unemployment 
Rate (%) 

Unemployed 
(No. Persons) 

Labour Force 
(No. Persons) 

Ballajura 7.9 864 10,976 

Beechboro 8.5 872 10,199 

Bullsbrook 5.3 158 2,973 

Ellenbrook 6.2 1,277 20,498 

Gidgegannup 2.3 38 1,628 
Hazelmere - South 
Guildford 5.9 141 2,401 

Lockridge - Kiara 9.2 536 5,809 
Middle Swan - Herne 
Hill 9.9 297 3,002 

Midland - Guildford 13.6 789 5,800 

Stratton - Jane Brook 8.3 332 4,012 

The Vines 4.1 230 5,649 
Note: The sum of SA2 statistical areas does not equate to the total area or 
population of the City of Swan local government area (LGA). 

 

Value of building approvals continues to fall 
In terms of value, 2017/18 marked the third consecutive 
year of declining residential building approvals and whilst 
non-residential building approvals regained some strength 
in 2016/17, similar growth could not be replicated in 
2017/18. 

 

mailto:sue.perkins@swan.wa.gov.au
http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Previousproducts/7121.0Main%20Features12015-16?opendocument&tabname=Summary&prodno=7121.0&issue=2015-16&num=&view=
https://economy.id.com.au/swan/value-of-building-approvals

