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1 Economy.id  
2 DEEWR, Small Area Labour Markets

1 Introduction

The City of Swan is an outer metropolitan growth council and as such, is one of 25 of 

Australia’s fastest growing municipalities where the population growth is expected to 

double the national average over the next 20 years. Located 16 to 50 kilometres north east of 

the Perth CBD, it is the largest local government area in metropolitan Perth, covering an area of 

1,044 square kilometres. 

The City of Swan has a diverse economic base with considerable 
strength in a number of industry sectors, including manufacturing, 
construction, and retail. In the year ending 30 June 2012, the City 
of Swan saw unprecedented growth of 20.2% in its gross regional 
product (GRP), the amount of state/national wealth generated 
from within the area. With a GRP of $7.956 billion in 2012, this 
represented an increase of $1.339 billion on the previous year’s 
GRP of $6.617 billion and an increase of 110% over the previous 
10 years when the GRP was recorded at $3.784 billion in 2002. 
This growth can be attributed to substantial growth in key 
industry sectors, new investment, residential and non-residential 
development, rapid population growth, a strong labour force and 
growth in the number of jobs being available in Swan.

Within its boundaries, the City of Swan offers a wide variety of 
locations suitable for all business types, ranging from small and 
medium sized enterprises to major commercial centres, industrial 
parks, agriculture and tourism.

Midland has been classified by the State Government as a Strategic 
Metropolitan Centre (SMC). There are eight SMCs throughout 
the metropolitan area but Midland is the only one where major 
state and metropolitan transport routes converge. With the Great 
Eastern, Great Northern, Reid and Roe highways all leading 
into Midland, its location provides the northern and eastern 
gateways to regional Western Australia and the Eastern States. 
Additionally, both the metropolitan and interstate passenger and 
freight rail services run through Midland and Perth’s domestic and 
international airports are located on the City’s southern boundary. 
Midland is home to a variety of retail, commercial and industrial 
enterprises as well as a range of government, community and 
recreation facilities. Due to its strategic location, the catchment 
area for Midland extends far beyond the City of Swan’s boundaries 
and includes the Perth Hills, Chittering, Bindoon, Gingin, Toodyay, 
the Avon Valley and the Wheatbelt region. 

The City’s industrial and commercial areas have experienced 
strong growth in recent years with ongoing development and 
new investment into the Hazelmere and Malaga industrial areas, 
development of Ellenbrook’s commercial and retail areas and 
expansion of the Midland commercial and retail sectors. With 
the potential for new non-heavy industrial sites at Hazelmere 
South, Whiteman, North Ellenbrook and Bullsbrook South over the 
next 4 - 10 years, continued growth in these sectors will provide 
additional business and employment opportunities that will in turn 
strengthen the City’s economic growth.

Between the 2006 and 2011 Census collections, the City’s resident 
labour force grew by 22% from 45,803 to 56,058 persons with 
more than 95% (53,360) being employed at the time of the 
2011 Census. At 30 June 2012, it was estimated that there were 
65,0991 people working in the City of Swan, an increase of 5.4% 
equating to almost 3,500 additional jobs compared to the same 
time in 2011. This jobs growth is reflected in the City’s falling 
unemployment rate which was recorded as 4.1%2 (2,518 persons) 
in the March 2013 quarter, the lowest since September 2009 and 
even with the labour force being at its highest on record at  
61,966 persons.

The number of residents in the City of Swan has increased rapidly 
over the last 22 years, growing from approximately 53,000 in 1991 
to an estimated population of 121,089 in 2013 with the majority 
of growth occurring in Ellenbrook, The Vines and Aveley. By the 
time of the 2011 Census, these three suburbs had a combined 
population of almost 24,000 residents and they are still growing. 
Over the next 20 years, the largest area of population growth is 
expected to take place in the City’s Urban Growth Corridor where 
population forecasts indicate that almost 40,000 people will live 
in approximately 12,000 new dwellings expected to be built in 
the established areas of Caversham and West Swan (West), and 
Bennett Springs, Brabham and Dayton.
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Ward Map and Suburb Listing
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One of the City’s highlights is the Swan Valley which is well known 
for its picturesque landscape, vineyards and tourist attractions. A 
renowned grape growing region containing world class wineries, 
restaurants, cafes, fresh food producers, breweries, distilleries, 
and a variety of recreational, cultural and tourism facilities, the 
Valley makes a significant contribution to the local economy. 
With the tourism industry thriving, the City’s achievements in 
planning, provision of tourism facilities and services, marketing 
and overall contribution to the local and State tourism industries 

was recognised at the WA Tourism Awards where the City won 
the inaugural Local Government category award in 2011 and then 
again in 2012.

With its strong economy, rapid population growth, large labour 
force and a diverse industrial and commercial sector, the City of 
Swan remains a highly desirable area to do business and continues 
to provide a wide range of business opportunities and attract 
investment from local, national and international organisations.

The City of Swan’s neighbouring councils include the Shires of 
Chittering and Toodyay to the north, the Shire of Mundaring in 
the east and the Shire of Kalamunda in the south east, the cities 
of Belmont, Bayswater and the Town of Bassendean in the South, 
and the cities of Stirling and Wanneroo in the west.

Map Reference Ward Name Suburbs

 
Altone

Beechboro, Bennett Springs, Brabham, 

Caversham, Dayton, Kiara, Lockridge, Whiteman

 
Ballajura

Ballajura, Cullacabardee, Lexia, Malaga,  

Noranda, Whiteman

 Ellenbrook Ellenbrook, Aveley

Midland / 

Guildford

Bellevue, Guildford, Hazelmere, Koongamia, 

Middle Swan, Midland, Midvale, Perth Airport, 

South Guildford, Stratton, Swan View, Viveash, 

Woodbridge

North Bullsbrook, Lexia, Melaleuca, The Vines

Swan Valley / 

Gidgegannup

Baskerville, Belhus, Brigadoon, Caversham, 

Gidgegannup, Henley Brook, Herne Hill, Jane 

Brook, Middle Swan, Millendon, Red Hill, Upper 

Swan, West Swan, Whiteman
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2 Statistical snapshot of the City of Swan

Geography

Total area 1,044 km2

Approximate proportion of metropolitan area 19.4%

Location North eastern metropolitan area of Perth

Climate Mediterranean

Demographics

ABS: Estimated Resident Population (ERP) 2012 119,438

ABS: Average annual population growth over 10 years 2002-2012 3.2%

Median age 34

Residents with Bachelor or higher degree 10.8%

Couples with children 37.2%

Number of residents born overseas  32,481

Residents from a non-English speaking background 15%

Most common language spoken at home other than English  Vietnamese

Forecast total population in 2013 121,089

  Forecast number of people aged 0-14 years in 2013 26,488

  Forecast number of people aged 15-29 years in 2013 26,167

  Forecast number of people aged 30 to 59 years in 2013 50,628

  Forecast number of people aged 60+ in 2013 17,806

Dwellings, Building, Households and Income

Proportion of dwellings owned or being purchased  74.2%

Total occupied dwellings  36,540

Proportion of family households 74.5%

Number of buildings approved in 2012 3,012

Average household size 2.8

Median weekly personal income $653

Median weekly household income $1,441

Households with a mortgage 48%

Households renting 22%

Median weekly rent $315

Employment

Labour Force (March quarter 2013) 61,966

Number unemployed (March quarter 2013) 2,518

Unemployment rate (March quarter 2013) 4.1%

% of workers who live and work in the City of Swan 30.9%

% of workers who live in the City of Swan but work outside 56.8%

% of residents commuting to work by private vehicle 74.3%

% of residents commuting to work by public transport 6.4%

Business

Estimated number of businesses, including entries and exits 9,266

Estimated number of people who work at home 1,734

Largest industry sector by business counts Construction

Largest industry sector by number of employees Retail

Source: Unless stated otherwise, all statistics are from the ABS 2011 Census of Population and Housing
Forecast population figures: Forecast.id 2013
Employment figures: Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, Small Area Labour Market Statistics, December Quarter 2012
Industry sector by business counts: ABS 8165.0 Counts of Australian Businesses, including Entries and Exits June 2007- June 2011 
Building Approvals: City of Swan Building Services
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3 City of Swan demographics

3.1 Population by Suburb
With the addition of Bennett Springs, Brabham and Dayton in October 2011, the total number of suburbs in the City of Swan increased to 42 and 
their locations extend from Ballajura and Malaga in the west to Gidgegannup in the east and from Bullsbrook in the north to Hazelmere in the south. 

City of Swan - Population by Suburb
(Census 2011 - Place of usual residence)

Suburbs Males Females TOTAL

Aveley 2,222 2,252 4,472

Ballajura 9,379 9,572 18,955

Baskerville 143 135 279

Beechboro 7,098 6,899 13,997

Belhus 136 130 265

Bellevue * 406 382 788

Bennett Springs ** N/A N/A N/A

Brabham ** N/A N/A N/A

Brigadoon 326 325 651

Bullsbrook 2,118 2,207 4,326

Caversham 1,360 1,333 2,693

Cullacabardee 64 67 130

Dayton ** N/A N/A N/A

Ellenbrook 7,902 8,381 16,286

Gidgegannup 1,278 1,254 2,533

Guildford 1,004 878 1,882

Hazelmere 462 422 884

Henley Brook 1,305 1,338 2,642

Herne Hill 808 767 1,574

Jane Brook 1,568 1,569 3,137

Kiara 914 879 1,792

Koongamia 521 483 1,004

Lockridge 1,807 1,759 3,566

Malaga 13 0 13

Melaleuca 0 0 0

Middle Swan 1,376 1,327 2,702

Midland 2,544 2,566 5,110

Midvale * 314 305 619

Millendon 249 256 504

Noranda * 695 712 1,407

Perth Airport 51 3 52

Red Hill 53 44 99

South Guildford 1,370 1,377 2,747

Stratton 1,714 1,771 3,485

Swan View * 1,433 1,443 2,876

The Vines 1,596 1,542 3,138

Upper Swan 270 292 562

Viveash 434 475 909

West Swan 528 685 1,212

Whiteman 0 0 0

Woodbridge 564 578 1,145

TOTALS 54,027 54,408 108,435

* indicates that only part of the suburb is located within the City of Swan
** The suburbs of Bennett Springs, Brabham and Dayton had not been named at the time of the 2011 Census, therefore no population data is available.
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3.2 Age structure

3.3 Household types

3.4 Weekly household income

When compared to Greater Perth, the 
City of Swan has a younger population, 
with a larger proportion of people in the 
0-19 age group and a smaller proportion 
in the 55+ age groups. Overall, 30.0% of 
the population is aged 0-19, and 19.5% 
are aged 55 years and over, compared 
with 26.0% and 23.7% respectively 
in Greater Perth. Indicative of parents 
choosing to raise their children in Swan, 
the proportion of people aged 35-49 
(23.2%) is slightly larger in Swan when 
compared to Greater Perth with 21.6%. 

Age structure
Source: Profile.id

Household types
Source: Profile.id

The age structure of the City of Swan 
is reflected in the dominant family and 
household types. In 2011, the City of 
Swan had a larger proportion of couple 
families with child(ren) (37.2%) and 
one-parent families (12.4%) compared 
to Greater Perth with 31.6% and 9.9% 
respectively. Nearly three quarters 
(74.4%) of all households in Swan are 
family households which is higher than 
Greater Perth at 68.6%. The proportion 
of lone person households (18.3%) 
in Swan is lower than that of Greater 
Perth with 22.4%.

The 2011 Census shows that fewer 
households in the City of Swan 
(18.8%) have a weekly income of 
$2,500 or more when compared to 
Greater Perth with 23.1%. The Census 
also shows that there were fewer 
households in Swan (16.2%) that had 
a weekly income of $599 or less when 
compared to Greater Perth with 17.9%. 
In the $600 to $999 weekly household 
income ranges, the proportion of 
households in Swan and Greater Perth 
are almost the same. However, in 
the $1,000 to $2,499 weekly income 
ranges, there were more households 
in Swan (38.5%) than Greater Perth 
with 33.4%. 
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3.5 Housing tenure
Housing tenure in the City of 
Swan shows that whilst there are 
fewer households who own their 
homes outright (23.2%), there are 
significantly more households with a 
mortgage (48.0%) when compared 
to Greater Perth with 28.1% and 
38.0% respectively. The proportion of 
Swan residents who rent their homes 
(22.4%) is less than Greater Perth with 
26.7% of residents renting. Overall, 
23.2% of Swan’s population own their 
dwelling, 48.0% are purchasing and 
22.4% are renting, compared with 
28.1%, 38.0% and 26.7% respectively 
for Greater Perth.

Note: 
‘Separate house’ includes all free-standing dwellings separated from neighbouring dwellings by a gap of at least half a metre.
‘Medium density’ includes all semi-detached, row, terrace, townhouses and villa units, plus flats and apartments in blocks of 1 or 2 storeys, and flats attached to houses.
‘High density’ includes flats and apartments in 3 storey and larger blocks.

3.6 Private dwelling structures

In 2011, almost 90% of Swan’s 
households occupied a separate 
house, approximately 10% occupied 
a medium density dwelling, and less 
than 1% of households occupied high 
density dwellings, compared with 
76.7%, 17.9%, and 4.8% respectively 
for Greater Perth. 
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  3 Source: Landgate, Research Section, Property and Valuation Services, February 2013 
  4 Most farming types which can be seen, such as vineyards in Swan, have a commercial or residential use allocated.

10

4 Property and Land
The City of Swan has a variety of commercial and industrial areas 
available for a range of business types. Three areas are considered 
by the State Government as Strategic Industrial Areas. These are 
Malaga in the west, Hazelmere/South Guildford in the south and 
Bullsbrook South in the City’s north. In addition, there are three 
smaller industrial areas in Bellevue, Bullsbrook Central and Middle 
Swan. Bullsbrook South is considered a significant new addition, 
comprising approximately 471 hectares for which the required 
zoning is being finalised. More information about these areas is 
available in the Outlook section of this document. 

The City also has many areas zoned for commercial uses. 
Midland, which has been classified as a Strategic Metropolitan 
Centre by the State Government is the largest area of its type 
in Swan. It is approximately 440 hectares in size, contains two 

shopping centres and a variety of mixed use premises including 
commercial, retail and light industrial. A 307 bed hospital, the 
latest addition to this area, will have a significant impact on 
investment in coming years. For more information on Midland 
see the Outlook section of this document. 

The diversity of living spaces and lifestyle options in Swan range 
from rural, semi-rural, and urban, to contemporary and heritage 
in a variety of densities, providing an attractive quality of life for 
residents in the City of Swan. More than 40% of land in Swan has 
a rural zoning with suburbs such as Gidgegannup, Bullsbrook, and 
Henley Brook having the highest proportion of rural properties and 
Swan Valley area which is covered by the Swan Valley Planning 
Act. The table below provides more details on land zoning 
throughout the City. 

The City of Swan is also undergoing further residential 
development in Ellenbrook, Aveley and the Urban Growth Corridor 
which includes Bennett Springs, Brabham and Dayton as well as 
the established suburbs of Caversham and West Swan.

4.1 Land Values
In the 2011/12 financial year, many of the City’s suburbs saw 
substantial growth in unimproved land values. Landgate3 has 
provided data which show the average unimproved land values 

and twelve month growth rates for each suburb in the 2010/11 
and 2011/12 financial years for the following land types:

 Residential
 Farming4 
 Industrial
 Commercial
 Vacant

Land values of commonwealth and other non-rateable or taxable 
properties are not included in any of the aggregated data.

City of Swan - Land Zoning 
(Local Planning Scheme 17)

Zoning Area (ha) Proportion of total area (%)

City Centre 62 0.06%

Commercial and Industrial 826 0.79%

General Rural 31,007 29.70%

Infrastructure (rail, roads, waterways) 4,528 4.34%

Landscape 17,264 16.54%

Lifestyle (rural living, rural residential, special rural) 7,272 6.97%

Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA) 262 0.25%

Other zones 1,862 1.78%

Parks and Reserves 30,997 29.69%

Residential 2,468 2.36%

Special Use 3,500 3.35%

Swan Valley Rural 4,352 4.17%

TOTAL 104,400 100%
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Residential Land Values in the City of Swan

 
Suburbs

2010/11 2011/12 Growth in 
average land 

value
(12 months)

Number 
of lots Sum Average

Number  
of lots Sum Average

Aveley 1,623 $319,563,000 $196,896 1,916 $383,749,000 $200,287 1.7%

Ballajura 6,022 $1,465,850,000 $243,416 6,024 $1,718,332,000 $285,248 17.2%

Baskerville 20 $14,130,000 $706,500 21 $17,445,000 $830,714 17.6%

Beechboro 3,107 $681,941,000 $219,485 3,116 $774,519,000 $248,562 13.2%

Belhus 90 $55,840,000 $620,444 91 $67,165,000 $738,077 19.0%

Bellevue 357 $73,524,000 $205,950 357 $88,289,000 $247,308 20.1%

Bennett Springs 1,480 $341,877,000 $230,998 1,514 $411,602,000 $271,864 17.7%

Brabham 4 $10,780,000 $2,695,000 4 $10,740,000 $2,685,000 -0.4%

Brigadoon 222 $107,080,000 $482,342 223 $101,935,000 $457,108 -5.2%

Bullsbrook 1,571 $540,259,000 $343,895 1,577 $554,498,000 $351,616 2.2%

Caversham 815 $240,045,000 $294,534 947 $285,411,000 $301,384 2.3%

Cullacabardee 1 $2,000,000 $2,000,000 1 $2,000,000 $2,000,000 0.0%

Dayton 66 $64,670,000 $979,848 193 $88,659,000 $459,373 -53.1%

Ellenbrook 5,440 $1,085,889,000 $199,612 5,763 $1,044,840,000 $181,301 -9.2%

Gidgegannup 178 $69,220,000 $388,876 180 $74,186,000 $412,144 6.0%

Guildford 620 $266,680,000 $430,129 622 $267,720,000 $430,418 0.1%

Hazelmere 275 $180,499,000 $656,360 275 $196,238,000 $713,593 8.7%

Henley Brook 807 $302,577,000 $374,941 809 $344,047,000 $425,274 13.4%

Herne Hill 554 $285,016,000 $514,469 556 $314,420,000 $565,504 9.9%

Jane Brook 1,062 $227,620,000 $214,331 1,074 $252,157,000 $234,783 9.5%

Kiara 574 $117,540,000 $204,774 574 $135,180,000 $235,505 15.0%

Koongamia 427 $76,922,000 $180,145 430 $81,287,000 $189,040 4.9%

Lexia 14 $8,270,000 $590,714 14 $9,080,000 $648,571 9.8%

Lockridge 1,169 $224,576,000 $192,110 1,182 $259,815,000 $219,810 14.4%

Middle Swan 955 $242,562,000 $253,992 958 $250,472,000 $261,453 2.9%

Midland 1,133 $310,316,000 $273,889 1,145 $337,936,000 $295,141 7.8%

Midvale 199 $52,162,000 $262,121 200 $58,182,000 $290,910 11.0%

Millendon 176 $113,980,000 $647,614 176 $125,140,000 $711,023 9.8%

Noranda 485 $132,607,000 $273,416 485 $149,150,000 $307,526 12.5%

Red Hill 24 $15,840,000 $660,000 24 $15,635,000 $651,458 -1.3%

South Guildford 1,102 $319,269,000 $289,718 1,128 $353,392,000 $313,291 8.1%

Stratton 1,291 $268,687,000 $208,123 1,291 $241,772,000 $187,275 -10.0%

Swan View 1,041 $202,501,000 $194,525 1,041 $176,512,000 $169,560 -12.8%

The Vines 1,231 $409,685,000 $332,807 1,288 $428,872,000 $332,975 0.1%

Upper Swan 219 $95,500,000 $436,073 220 $106,497,000 $484,077 11.0%

Viveash 327 $83,586,000 $255,615 333 $94,837,000 $284,796 11.4%

West Swan 168 $100,120,000 $595,952 169 $115,015,000 $680,562 14.2%

Woodbridge 397 $119,757,000 $301,655 403 $124,309,000 $308,459 2.3%

 35,246 $9,228,940,000 $261,844 36,324 $10,061,035,000 $276,980 5.8%
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Farming Land Values in the City of Swan

 

Suburbs

2010/11 2011/12 Growth in 
average land 

value
(12 months)

Number 
of lots Sum Average

Number  
of lots Sum Average

Belhus 1 $890,000 $890,000 1 $1,020,000 $1,020,000 14.6%

Gidgegannup 3 $15,930,000 $5,310,000 3 $15,970,000 $5,323,333 0.3%

Guildford 1 $1,130,000 $1,130,000 1 $1,130,000 $1,130,000 0.0%

Red Hill 1 $1,900,000 $1,900,000 1 $1,900,000 $1,900,000 0.0%

TOTAL 6 $19,850,000 $3,308,333 6 $20,020,000 $3,336,667 0.86%

Industrial Land Values in the City of Swan

 

Suburbs

2010/11 2011/12 Growth in 
average land 

value
(12 months)

Number 
of lots Sum Average

Number  
of lots Sum Average

Beechboro 1 $780,000 $780,000 1 $780,000 $780,000 0.00%

Bellevue 153 $122,709,000 $802,020 155 $125,774,000 $811,445 1.18%

Bennett Springs 3 $2,710,000 $903,333 3 $2,710,000 $903,333 0.00%

Brabham 2 $805,000 $402,500 2 $805,000 $402,500 0.00%

Brigadoon 2 $1,660,000 $830,000 2 $1,575,000 $787,500 -5.12%

Bullsbrook 143 $81,397,000 $569,210 149 $86,778,000 $582,403 2.32%

Caversham 6 $16,986,000 $2,831,000 6 $17,396,000 $2,899,333 2.41%

Dayton 3 $2,850,000 $950,000 3 $2,850,000 $950,000 0.00%

Ellenbrook 11 $6,490,000 $590,000 11 $6,490,000 $590,000 0.00%

Gidgegannup 3 $873,000 $291,000 3 $920,000 $306,667 5.38%

Guildford 8 $6,615,000 $826,875 8 $6,585,000 $823,125 -0.45%

Hazelmere 26 $192,670,000 $7,410,385 26 $188,350,000 $7,244,231 -2.24%

Henley Brook 6 $4,580,000 $763,333 6 $5,260,000 $876,667 14.85%

Herne Hill 9 $6,455,000 $717,222 9 $7,085,000 $787,222 9.76%

Lexia 5 $2,840,000 $568,000 5 $3,120,000 $624,000 9.86%

Malaga 810 $1,157,475,000 $1,428,981 815 $1,270,345,000 $1,558,706 9.08%

Middle Swan 9 $64,160,000 $7,128,889 9 $64,080,000 $7,120,000 -0.12%

Midland 77 $127,000,000 $1,649,351 78 $129,150,000 $1,655,769 0.39%

Midvale 6 $7,660,000 $1,276,667 6 $7,660,000 $1,276,667 0.00%

Millendon 2 $1,320,000 $660,000 2 $1,450,000 $725,000 9.85%

Red Hill 1 $6,000,000 $6,000,000 1 $6,000,000 $6,000,000 0.00%

South Guildford 33 $93,330,000 $2,828,182 34 $95,560,000 $2,810,588 -0.62%

Swan View 1 $940,000 $940,000 1 $850,000 $850,000 -9.57%

Upper Swan 4 $3,580,000 $895,000 4 $3,685,000 $921,250 2.93%

West Swan 2 $1,400,000 $700,000 2 $1,380,000 $690,000 -1.43%

Woodbridge 1 $215,000 $215,000 1 $226,000 $226,000 5.12%

TOTAL 1327 $1,913,500,000 $1,441,974 1342 $2,036,864,000 $1,517,782 5.26%
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Commercial Land Values in the City of Swan

 

Suburbs

2010/11 2011/12 Growth in 
average 

land value
(12 months)

Number 
of lots Sum Average

Number  
of lots Sum Average

Aveley 3 $4,430,000 $1,476,667 3 $4,430,000 $1,476,667 0.00%

Ballajura 13 $13,145,000 $1,011,154 13 $13,340,000 $1,026,154 1.48%

Baskerville 99 $68,710,000 $694,040 99 $73,620,000 $743,636 7.15%

Beechboro 16 $15,697,000 $981,063 16 $16,002,000 $1,000,125 1.94%

Belhus 9 $8,780,000 $975,556 9 $10,090,000 $1,121,111 14.92%

Bellevue 18 $21,520,000 $1,195,556 21 $26,015,000 $1,238,810 3.62%

Bennett Springs 3 $5,549,000 $1,849,667 3 $5,589,000 $1,863,000 0.72%

Brigadoon 1 $93,000 $93,000 1 $88,000 $88,000 -5.38%

Bullsbrook 13 $5,933,000 $456,385 13 $6,051,000 $465,462 1.99%

Caversham 33 $39,010,000 $1,182,121 35 $53,610,000 $1,531,714 29.57%

Ellenbrook 41 $41,436,000 $1,010,634 41 $41,273,000 $1,006,659 -0.39%

Dayton 0 - - 1 $223,000 $223,000 N/A

Gidgegannup 7 $2,080,000 $297,143 7 $2,203,000 $314,714 5.91%

Guildford 51 $32,765,000 $642,451 51 $32,765,000 $642,451 0.00%

Hazelmere 3 $2,720,000 $906,667 4 $5,310,000 $1,327,500 46.42%

Henley Brook 35 $21,364,000 $610,400 37 $27,639,000 $747,000 22.38%

Herne Hill 31 $24,200,000 $780,645 34 $30,415,000 $894,559 14.59%

Jane Brook 0 - - 1 $213,000 $213,000 N/A

Kiara 4 $3,860,000 $965,000 4 $3,860,000 $965,000 0.00%

Koongamia 2 $1,124,000 $562,000 2 $1,135,000 $567,500 0.98%

Lexia 1 $610,000 $610,000 1 $670,000 $670,000 9.84%

Lockridge 2 $1,060,000 $530,000 2 $1,085,000 $542,500 2.36%

Malaga 28 $53,690,000 $1,917,500 28 $58,610,000 $2,093,214 9.16%

Middle Swan 26 $48,150,000 $1,851,923 26 $51,685,000 $1,987,885 7.34%

Midland 201 $169,455,000 $843,060 203 $189,413,000 $933,069 10.68%

Midvale 12 $6,140,000 $511,667 12 $6,210,000 $517,500 1.14%

Millendon 6 $4,820,000 $803,333 8 $8,520,000 $1,065,000 32.57%

Red Hill 1 $580,000 $580,000 1 $550,000 $550,000 -5.17%

South Guildford 13 $23,105,000 $1,777,308 13 $23,480,000 $1,806,154 1.62%

Stratton 6 $5,080,000 $846,667 6 $4,694,000 $782,333 -7.60%

Swan View 1 $1,500,000 $1,500,000 1 $1,500,000 $1,500,000 0.00%

The Vines 2 $6,550,000 $3,275,000 3 $6,710,000 $2,236,667 -31.70%

Upper Swan 10 $11,795,000 $1,179,500 12 $15,250,000 $1,270,833 7.74%

Viveash 1 $330,000 $330,000 1 $370,000 $370,000 12.12%

West Swan 15 $12,425,000 $828,333 16 $15,910,000 $994,375 20.05%

Woodbridge 4 $2,880,000 $720,000 4 $2,720,000 $680,000 -5.56%

TOTAL 711 $660,586,000 $929,094 732 $741,248,000 $1,012,634 8.99%



14

Vacant land values in the City of Swan

 

Suburbs

2010/11 2011/12 Growth in 
average land 

value
(12 months)

Number 
of lots Sum Average

Number  
of lots Sum Average

Aveley 38 $19,531,000 $513,974 110 $37,034,000 $336,673 -34.5%

Ballajura 64 $31,944,000 $499,125 64 $34,738,000 $542,781 8.7%

Baskerville 18 $11,061,000 $614,500 18 $11,685,000 $649,167 5.6%

Beechboro 17 $4,449,000 $261,706 17 $5,042,000 $296,588 13.3%

Belhus 12 $7,936,000 $661,333 12 $9,250,000 $770,833 16.6%

Bellevue 58 $37,261,000 $642,431 59 $41,604,000 $705,153 9.8%

Bennett Springs 54 $30,128,000 $557,926 61 $33,134,000 $543,180 -2.6%

Brabham 16 $115,290,000 $7,205,625 16 $115,350,000 $7,209,375 0.1%

Brigadoon 31 $20,110,000 $648,710 34 $20,485,000 $602,500 -7.1%

Bullsbrook 252 $117,070,000 $464,563 254 $119,563,000 $470,720 1.3%

Caversham 39 $43,353,000 $1,111,615 90 $59,104,000 $656,711 -40.9%

Cullacabardee 3 $14,730,000 $4,910,000 3 $14,730,000 $4,910,000 0.0%

Dayton 19 $13,930,000 $733,158 51 $22,132,000 $433,961 -40.8%

Ellenbrook 92 $76,832,000 $835,130 203 $108,472,000 $534,345 -36.0%

Gidgegannup 46 $20,143,000 $437,891 50 $22,780,000 $455,600 4.0%

Guildford 42 $17,786,000 $423,476 43 $18,326,000 $426,186 0.6%

Hazelmere 35 $78,124,000 $2,232,114 36 $79,203,000 $2,200,083 -1.4%

Henley Brook 43 $22,719,000 $528,349 43 $25,752,000 $598,884 13.4%

Herne Hill 31 $23,615,000 $761,774 31 $25,980,000 $838,065 10.0%

Jane Brook 19 $22,650,000 $1,192,105 46 $29,351,000 $638,065 -46.5%

Kiara 5 $1,605,000 $321,000 5 $1,750,000 $350,000 9.0%

Koongamia 5 $911,000 $182,200 7 $1,255,000 $179,286 -1.6%

Lexia 2 $1,160,000 $580,000 2 $1,270,000 $635,000 9.5%

Lockridge 9 $4,530,000 $503,333 10 $5,408,000 $540,800 7.4%

Malaga 131 $181,652,000 $1,386,656 132 $192,565,000 $1,458,826 5.2%

Middle Swan 59 $26,090,000 $442,203 60 $27,556,000 $459,267 3.9%

Midland 209 $103,276,000 $494,144 215 $117,268,000 $545,433 10.4%

Midvale 36 $36,058,000 $1,001,611 37 $36,805,000 $994,730 -0.7%

Millendon 14 $8,868,000 $633,429 15 $9,792,000 $652,800 3.1%

Noranda 5 $1,510,000 $302,000 5 $1,695,000 $339,000 12.3%

Red Hill 4 $3,325,000 $831,250 4 $3,405,000 $851,250 2.4%

South Guildford 43 $31,453,000 $731,465 55 $36,251,000 $659,109 -9.9%

Stratton 10 $24,390,000 $2,439,000 10 $23,123,000 $2,312,300 -5.2%

Swan View 23 $5,396,000 $234,609 23 $4,945,000 $215,000 -8.4%

The Vines 55 $22,619,000 $411,255 136 $46,839,000 $344,404 -16.3%

Upper Swan 33 $25,445,000 $771,061 34 $26,460,000 $778,235 0.9%

Viveash 28 $8,122,000 $290,071 39 $11,292,000 $289,538 -0.2%

West Swan 17 $12,195,000 $717,353 18 $13,317,000 $739,833 3.1%

Whiteman 4 $7,070,000 $1,767,500 4 $7,260,000 $1,815,000 2.7%

Woodbridge 33 $13,246,000 $401,394 36 $13,702,000 $380,611 -5.2%

TOTAL 1,654 $1,247,583,000 $39,677,041 2088 $1,415,673,000 $38,359,292 -3.3%
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The City of Swan contains a variety of residential properties, 
ranging from urban to rural, which are competitively priced in 
comparison with the inner and western suburbs of Perth. As seen 
in many other areas of Western Australia, housing and land values 
have increased markedly in recent years. Residential property sales 
in the City of Swan during 2012 ranged from a median price of 
$322,750 in Lockridge to $853,000 in Upper Swan.

Growth in median house prices ranges from 0.7% in The Vines to 
55.5% in Upper Swan for the year ending December 2012.

Listed below are City of Swan suburb median residential property 
sales prices and their respective growth rates for the 12 month 
period to December 2012.

Residential Property Sales Price Data  
(Year ending December 2012)

Suburb Median house price 
(12 Months) % Growth

Aveley $470,000 0.00%

Ballajura $415,000 4.50%

Beechboro $378,000 3.60%

Bellevue $340,000 5.40%

Bennett Springs $455,000 7.10%

Bullsbrook $360,000 2.90%

Caversham $405,000 -3.00%

Dayton $480,000 1.10%

Ellenbrook $401,000 4.20%

Gidgegannup $390,000 13.00%

Guildford $530,000 6.50%

Hazelmere $470,000 2.40%

Henley Brook $455,000 4.60%

Herne Hill $375,000 -0.50%

Jane Brook $510,000 6.80%

Kiara $408,500 4.10%

Koongamia $329,500 4.60%

Lockridge $322,750 5.10%

Middle Swan $332,000 5.80%

Midland $349,500 -0.10%

Midvale $350,000 14.80%

Millendon $610,000 0.00%

Noranda $550,000 7.40%

South Guildford $435,000 -3.80%

Stratton $332,000 5.90%

Swan View $370,000 6.30%

The Vines $675,000 0.70%

Upper Swan $853,000 55.50%

Viveash $457,000 -19.50%

West Swan $562,500 21.60%

Woodbridge $515,000 7.30%

Source: REIWA 2013: Only those suburbs with sales recorded in  
2012 have been included.

4.2 Property values 
4.2.1 Residential sales data 
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In the December quarter of 2012, median rental values for 
houses ranged from $340 per week in Midvale to $630 per week 
in The Vines. 

The twelve month growth in median rental prices ranged from 
1.9% in Dayton to 35.7% in Hazelmere. Negative growth in 
median rental was experienced in Baskerville, Bellevue, Herne 
Hill and Viveash. 

During the same period, median rental values for Townhouses, 
Units, Duplexes and Villas ranged from $250 per week in Swan 
View to $510 per week in Caversham.

Twelve month growth in rental prices ranged from 4.4% in The 
Vines to 66.7% in Beechboro. Negative growth in median rental 
was experienced in Ballajura and Woodbridge. 

4.2.2 Residential rental data

Median Weekly Rental Data
(Year ending December 2012)

Houses

Suburb

Dec Qtr 2011 
Perth Metro  
= $420 per 

week

Dec Qtr 2012
Perth Metro  

= $460 per week

%
Growth

Aveley $455.00 $500.00 9.9%

Ballajura $400.00 $430.00 7.5%

Baskerville $428.00 $425.00 -0.7%

Beechboro $390.00 $420.00 7.7%

Bellevue $355.00 $350.00 -1.4%

Bennett Springs $450.00 $480.00 6.7%

Bullsbrook $400.00 $400.00 0.0%

Caversham $450.00 $480.00 6.7%

Dayton $520.00 $530.00 1.9%

Ellenbrook $390.00 $415.00 6.4%

Guildford $405.00 $500.00 23.5%

Hazelmere $350.00 $475.00 35.7%

Henley Brook $435.00 $480.00 10.3%

Herne Hill $425.00 $385.00 -9.4%

Jane Brook $480.00 $490.00 2.1%

Kiara $390.00 $430.00 10.3%

Koongamia $315.00 $400.00 27.0%

Lockridge $370.00 $370.00 0.0%

Middle Swan $340.00 $380.00 11.8%

Midland $330.00 $360.00 9.1%

Midvale $305.00 $340.00 11.5%

Noranda $465.00 $550.00 18.3%

South Guildford $410.00 $463.00 12.9%

Stratton $345.00 $395.00 14.5%

Swan View $350.00 $423.00 20.9%

The Vines $515.00 $630.00 22.3%

Viveash $570.00 $430.00 -24.6%

Woodbridge $350.00 $475.00 35.7%

Median Weekly Rental Data
(Year ending December 2012)

Townhouses, Units, Duplexes and Villas

Suburb
Dec Qtr 2011

Perth Metro = 
$380 per week

Dec Qtr 2012 
Perth Metro = 
$380 per week

%
Growth

Aveley $400.00 $505.00 26.3%

Ballajura $375.00 $363.00 -3.2%

Beechboro $270.00 $450.00 66.7%

Ellenbrook $370.00 $390.00 5.4%

Midland $345.00 $380.00 10.1%

Midvale $340.00 $390.00 14.7%

Noranda $360.00 $385.00 6.9%

Swan View $250.00 $250.00 0.0%

The Vines $383.00 $400.00 4.4%

Viveash $440.00 $460.00 4.5%

Woodbridge $550.00 $470.00 -14.5%

Source: REIWA 2013: Only those suburbs with rental data available for the same 
period in both years is provided.
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5 ABS Data Note: Full year data not available for publication 
due to confidential data.

17

4.3 Building approvals

4.3.1 Residential

The City of Swan receives applications for a variety of building 
permits including residential buildings, alterations and additions to 

existing buildings and non-residential building permits which can 
include buildings for industrial, commercial or retail use. 

Although the number of residential 
building approvals varies each year, 
the numbers remain well in excess 
of 1,000 per annum. 

Over the last decade, it was the 
2007/08 financial year that saw 
the greatest number (1,391) of 
residential building approvals issued, 
followed by declines in 2008/09 and 
2011/12, and a similar number of 
approvals issued in the 2009/10 and 
2010/11 financial years. 

However, it is the most recent data 
covering the 2012/13 financial 
year that is most worthy of remark 
because the number of building 
approvals issued exceeds the 
previous year by 941 and represents 
an increase of 85%.

This growth is reflected in the value 
of residential building approvals 
which grew by 81.5% to $451.3 
million, an increase of $202.7 
million on the previous year.

With many new homes already 
commenced and many more in the 
process, the number and value of 
residential building approvals is set 
to rise further.

4.3.2 Non-residential

The non-residential building sector 
has also seen remarkable growth in 
the value of approvals issued. During 
the first 11 months5 of the 2012/13 
financial year, an increase of 266% 
representing an additional $360 
million in value on the previous year’s 
total of $154.4 million was reported.

The value of non-residential 
building approvals is set to rise in 
the coming years with additional 
commercial and industrial land 
opening up in a number of areas 
throughout the City.
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5 Business, Industry and Workforce

5.1 Business and Industry

5.1.1 Business counts by industry

The City of Swan has a diversified and successful economic base. 
The increasing population has coincided with significant economic 
growth in the region throughout the last decade, with commercial 

and industrial developments in Malaga, Midland, Hazelmere, 
Ellenbrook and the Swan Valley. 

Records of businesses with an active Australian Business Number 
(ABN) and an active Goods and Services Tax (GST) status show 
that there are approximately 9,2666 businesses in the City of 

Swan, with construction, property and business services, retail and 
manufacturing being the largest sectors by the total number of 
business counts in 2011.

  6 8165.0 ABS Counts of Australian Businesses, including Entries and Exits, Jun 2003 to Jun 2011
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5.1.2 Gross regional product

5.1.3 Employment size ranges

Headline Gross Regional Product (GRP) 
is a measure of the amount of state/
national wealth generated within the 
area. Changes in this figure over time 
can represent changes in employment, 
productivity or the types of industries 
in the area. The headline GRP of the 
City of Swan for year ending 30 June 
2012 was $7.956 billion. This represents 
unprecedented growth of 20.2% on the 
previous year’s GRP of $6.617 billion and 
an increase of 116.3% over 10 years. 
The City’s 2012 GRP represents 3.3% of 
Western Australia’s gross state product 
for the year ending 30 June 2012.

Almost 95% of businesses in the City of Swan are small businesses, 
with 60.23% being non-employing (owner operators) and 34.1% 
employing less than 20 people. A little less than 6% of businesses 
employ 20 people or more and of these, 0.16% employ more than 
200 people.

Employment size ranges by industry - 20116

Industry Non-  
employing 1-4 5-19 20-199 200+ Total

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 338 65 39 18 0 460

Mining 50 18 6 6 0 80

Manufacturing 284 176 177 99 0 736

Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste Services 12 18 6 6 0 42

Construction 1,366 482 212 55 3 2,118

Wholesale Trade 171 131 90 52 0 444

Retail Trade 276 137 150 56 0 619

Accommodation and Food Services 98 87 79 60 3 327

Transport, Postal and Warehousing 632 162 48 9 0 851

Information Media and Telecommunications 28 9 10 0 0 47

Financial and Insurance Services 407 68 10 9 0 494

Rental, Hiring and Real Estate Services 675 66 51 24 0 816

Professional, Scientific and Technical Services 468 238 99 25 3 833

Administrative and Support Services 208 75 30 21 3 337

Public Administration and Safety 21 9 7 3 0 40

Education and Training 59 6 21 9 3 98

Health Care and Social Assistance 113 47 36 24 0 220

Arts and Recreation Services 75 27 12 6 0 120

Other Services 300 176 79 29 0 584

Total businesses 5,581 1,997 1,162 511 15 9,266

Percentage of all businesses 60.23% 21.55% 12.54% 5.51% 0.16%  
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5.1.4 Annual turnover ranges

5.2.1 Residential location of workers

5.2 Workers in Swan

There is a large range in the annual turnover of businesses in 
Swan. Approximately 42% of businesses have an annual turnover 
less than $100,000 whilst almost 50% turnover between $100,000 

and $2million and 8.6% turnover more than $2million. Those with 
the highest turnover include businesses in the manufacturing, 
construction, wholesale and retail trade industry groups. 

The 2011 Census counted 47,436 people who recorded their place 
of work as being within the City of Swan's boundaries.

 Approximately 58% of people working in Swan are male and 42% 
are female, their ages spanning almost all of the five year age 
groupings between 15 and 90 years of age. 

Almost 35% of people who work in Swan also live in Swan. 
The remaining 65% of workers who live outside the area have 
recorded their place of usual residence in all 30 metropolitan local 
government areas (LGAs). In total, workers in Swan reside in 68 
of the 139 LGAs throughout the State ranging from Derby-West 
Kimberly in the remote north west to Esperance in the south. 

Outside of the metropolitan area, Chittering, Toodyay, Northam 
and Mandurah are where more than 700 of Swan’s workers reside. 

Within the metropolitan area, the local government areas from 
where the majority of workers are drawn include Wanneroo 
and Stirling where 20% of Swan’s workforce reside, almost 15% 
coming from Mundaring and Joondalup, and a little more than 10% 
from the Kalamunda and Bayswater LGAs.

Annual turnover ranges by industry - 20116

Industry Division Zero to 
$50k

$50k to 
less than 

$100k

$100k to 
less than 

$200K

$200k to 
less than 

$500k

$500k to 
less than 

$2m

$2m or 
more Total

Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 237 51 68 53 33 18 460 

Mining 19 9 18 25 -  9 80 

Manufacturing 109 85 100 140 160 142 736 

Electricity, Gas, Water and Waste Services 3 6 9 9 6 9 42 

Construction 276 561 460 376 280 165 2,118 

Wholesale Trade 72 37 47 67 102 119 444 

Retail Trade 105 80 73 101 146 114 619 

Accommodation and Food Services 22 51 63 84 83 24 327 

Transport, Postal and Warehousing 253 204 159 169 43 23 851 

Information Media and Telecommunications 22 -  9 12 4 -  47 

Financial and Insurance Services 225 85 68 71 41 4 494 

Rental, Hiring and Real Estate Services 270 143 156 115 92 40 816 

Professional, Scientific and Technical Services 232 128 174 149 98 52 833 

Administrative and Support Services 124 48 75 33 36 21 337 

Public Administration and Safety 12 6 9 6 3 4 40 

Education and Training 31 16 18 15 12 6 98 

Health Care and Social Assistance 53 28 31 59 34 15 220 

Arts and Recreation Services 33 27 15 24 18 3 120 

Other Services 97 100 121 143 97 26 584 

Total businesses 2,195 1,665 1,673 1,651 1,288 794 9,266 

Percentage of all businesses 23.69% 17.97% 18.06% 17.82% 13.90% 8.57%
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5.2.2 Age structure of workforce

5.2.3 Employment by industry sector

The age of workers in Swan covers a greater number of age 
ranges than might be expected. The youngest age group of 
15-19 year olds has 3,712 workers and represents 7.83% of 
the workforce whilst the most senior age groups combining 
the 70-85+ year olds represents 0.75% of the workforce 
with 355 workers. The vast majority of the workforce is 
aged between 20 and 54 years and represents 75.19% of 
Swan’s workforce. 

As people get closer to the traditional retirement age, the 
proportion of workers aged 55 or more begins to reduce 
to a point where workers aged 65 or more represent less 
than 3% of the total workforce. Whilst this percentage 
is small, the 2011 Census shows that there were 4,099 
workers aged over 60 and of these 27 were more than 80 
years of age, 11 working in a full time capacity.

There has been very little change in the workforce gender 
balance since the 2006 Census with more males (58%) 
than females (42%) counted in 2011.

Expansion of the commercial and industrial sectors in the City 
of Swan in recent years is highlighted by the proportion of the 
workforce being employed in related industry sectors. In 2011, 
the manufacturing sector provided employment to 16.2% of the 
workforce, followed by the retail (12.2%) and construction (9.8%) 
industries. Emerging industries within the City of Swan include 
Public Administration and Safety, Education and Training, and the 
Health Care and Social Assistance sectors.
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5.2.4 Occupation type

5.2.5 Qualifications

Technicians and Trade Workers account for 18.7% of all jobs in the City of Swan. Employment in the Clerical and Administrative Worker or 
Professional fields both provide 14.6% of jobs in Swan and these are closely followed by Managers (12.6%) and Sales Workers (10.3%). 
These occupations are typical of the types of jobs offered in the Manufacturing, Retail, Construction, Education and Training, and Public 
Administration and Safety industry sectors which employ the greatest number of workers in Swan.

More than half (52.6%) of all people working in the City of Swan have a post-school qualification with more than one third (36.6%) being 
qualified to certificate or diploma level and 16% holding tertiary qualifications. Since the 2006 Census, the proportion of workers without 
qualifications has reduced from 49.1% to 43.5% in 2011. The workforce qualifications are reflected in the range of occupation types and 
number of jobs spread across the industry sectors operating within the City’s boundaries.
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5.2.6 Individual weekly income

Workers in the City of Swan earn more than the people who live in the City of Swan but do not work locally, with 38.2% earning between 
$400 and $999 per week, and 45.6% earning more than $1,000 per week. The proportion of workers earning more than $2,000 per week 
is 8.2% whilst those earning less than $400 per week equates to 15.1% of Swan's workforce.

Overall, 45.6% of workers in Swan earn more than $1,000 per week, 38.3% earn between $400 and $1,000 per week and 15.1% earn less 
than $400 per week.

Workers - Individual Weekly Income
Source: ABS 2011 Census, Place of Work
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5.3.2 Industry of employment

Residents of the City of Swan are employed across all 19 industry groups. The top four industries of employment are Retail (11.5%), 
Manufacturing (11.2%), Construction (10.2%) and Health Care and Social Assistance where 9.3% of Swan’s residents are employed. 

24

5.3.1 Location of employment

5.3 Residents in Swan 

Almost one third of Swan’s working residents are also employed 
within the City of Swan’s boundaries providing a positive sign 
that local jobs are available for local people. Approximately 40% 
of Swan’s residents travel to work in other locations throughout 
the metropolitan area, about 25% travelling for work in local 
government areas that share Swan’s borders.
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5.3.3 Occupation type

The largest sector of City of Swan residents are Technical and Trade workers (17.9%), followed by Clerical and Administrative Workers 
(16.2%), Professionals (12.6%) and Labourers (12.1%). A higher percentage of Clerical and Administrative Workers and Labourers live in the 
City of Swan than those who work in the City of Swan. 

When viewed with other indicators such as qualifications and individual income, occupation is a key measure for evaluating the City’s 
socio-economic status and skill base.

25

Residents - Occupation - 2011
Source: Profile.id
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5.3.4 Qualifications

5.3.5 Individual weekly income

Whilst almost half of Swan’s residents do not have a post-school qualification, almost 30% have a certificate or diploma and more than 
10% hold a bachelor or higher degree. These qualifications are reflective of the qualifications required to work in the manufacturing, retail 
and construction industries. 

A greater proportion of the City of Swan’s employed residents earn between $400 to $1499 when compared to Greater Perth. Overall, 
13% of Swan’s population earned a high income ($1500 per week or more) and 33% earned a low income (less than $400 per week) 
compared with 17.1% and 32.7% respectively for Greater Perth. 
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6 Tourism

6.1 Tourism Businesses

The City of Swan has a thriving tourism industry with major 
attractions including the magnificent Swan Valley, Whiteman Park, 
historic Midland, the heritage rich town of Guildford and significant 
Aboriginal and southern European heritage sites, all of which have 
elevated the City to “must-see destination” status for all local, 
national and international tourists who visit the region every year.

In recent years, tourism-based business has grown significantly 
with the variety of experiences available to tourists and visitors 
broadening to include cultural, environmental and adventure based 
attractions. For example, there are four self-guided heritage walk 
trails that run through the streets of Guildford, the Yagan Memorial 
Park which is dedicated to the well known Aboriginal leader and 
warrior, the Midland Railway Workshops, treasure hunts, maze 
gardens, car rallies, coach and bicycle tours, river cruises, helicopter 
flights and a wide variety of culinary and shopping experiences. 

The City also has significant nature-based tourism, with National 
Parks, State Forests, nature reserves, walk trails and the Swan 
River. Some of the most popular are wildflower drives, the  
FR Berry Reserve, Noble Falls, the Paruna Sanctuary in 
Gidgegannup and the Walyunga National Park near Bullsbrook. 

Over the four quarters of 20117 the ABS reported that four 
accommodation venues (hotels, motels and serviced apartments) 
with a total of 244 rooms saw 62,531 guest arrivals stay for an 
average of 2.1 days at an average cost of $207 per night. Total 
accommodation takings reported in 2011 was $9.625 million 
and the average number of persons employed in the four 
establishments throughout 2011 was 253.

Many tourism related businesses are categorised against the 
Accommodation and Food Services industry group as part of the 
businesses registration process. This group includes business 
descriptors such as Accommodation; Cafes and Restaurants; 
Takeaway Food Services; Catering Services; Pubs, Taverns and 
Bars; and Clubs (Hospitality). However, the provision of goods and 
services to visitors and tourists also crosses into other industry 
groups such as Manufacturing, Administrative and Support 
Services, and Arts and Recreation. 

According to the Australian Business Register (ABR) in February 
2013, there were more than 900 businesses with active ABNs 
operating within the City of Swan that could be regarded as 
contributing to tourism and visitor servicing. More than 750 
(83.4%) of these businesses are listed against the Accommodation 
and Food Services industry group. The manufacture of beer, 
spirits, wines and other alcoholic beverages is carried out by 46 
businesses representing 5.1% of all tourism businesses in Swan 
and the Arts and Recreation industry group represents 5.5% with 
50 businesses.

In the Swan Valley, there are 224 tourism related businesses, 
almost 60% being cafes, restaurants, takeaway foods and catering 
services. The chart below shows that beer, spirits, wine and 
other alcoholic beverage manufacturing account for 14.3% and 
accommodation providers stand at 10.3% of tourism businesses  
in the valley.

Characteristic of a tourism region, food, drink and accommodation 
providers far outweigh all other business types, however once in 
the Valley, more than 50% of visitors make unplanned stops at 
many of the other attractions located throughout the Swan Valley 
and its surrounds.

Local investment in the Swan Valley remains strong and has also 
attracted the interest of national and international organisations in 
recent times.

Tourism businesses in the Swan Valley

Amusement Parks and centres and other 
recreational activities

Museums, Nature Reserves and 
Conservation Parks

Sightseeing transport, Travel Agency and 
Tour Arrangements

Pubs, Taverns, Bars and Clubs

Cafes, Restaurants, Takeaway Food and 
Catering services

Beer, Spirit, Wine and other alcoholic 
beverage manufacturing

Accommodation

57.6%

14.3%

7.6%

4.9%
10.3%

2.2% 3.1%



2828

6.2 Attractions
6.2.1 The Swan Valley

6.2.2 Guildford

6.2.3 The Swan Valley Visitor Centre

The Swan Valley and surrounds is regarded as one of Western 
Australia’s premier tourism regions. Only 25 minutes from the 
Perth CBD and 10 minutes from the domestic airport, it is a 
renowned grape growing region containing world-class wineries, 
restaurants, cafes, galleries, fresh food producers, breweries, 
distilleries, recreational activities, antiques, nature-based 
attractions, arts, crafts, trails and accommodation.

The Swan Valley is the oldest and most visited wine region in 
Western Australia with many of the vineyards growing from a 
rich heritage forged by southern European migrant families in the 
early 1900’s and post World War II years. In more recent years, a 
new generation of winemakers, microbrewers, food producers, 
restaurateurs, artists and boutique hoteliers have opened their 
businesses in the valley. Many of the wineries also operate high 
quality restaurants or cafes to compliment their cellar door sales. 
With its growing maturity as a centre for all things gourmet, the 
Swan Valley has earned its reputation as “Perth’s Valley of Taste”.

The Swan Valley also has a growing accommodation sector with 
the demand growing as more weddings, special events, corporate 
functions and overnight tourists are attracted to the Swan Valley. 
A variety of accommodation options including hotels, resorts, 
farm stays, chalets, villas and caravan parks are available for 
those wishing to stay overnight or spend a few days in the truly 
spectacular Swan Valley. 

In a recent visitor survey8, it was estimated that about 600,000 
Perth adults visit the Swan Valley at least once a year. Combined 
with the average visitation rate of 3.6 visits per year, this suggests 
a total visitation rate of 2.1 million visits per annum, or about 
40,000 visitors per week. The average spend is $135.50 per 
person, 86% being spent on food and 47% on wine with a total of 
$284 million in visitor expenditure. The visitor profile shows that 
62% are female, 38% are male and the 25 - 44 year age group 
account for more than half of all visitors of which 43% came to 
the valley for wine tasting and 32% for family fun. The majority 
of visitors groups consisted primarily of couples (28%) followed by 
groups of friends (18%).

Guildford is one of only three towns established in 1829 when 
Western Australia was first settled and it is only one of two towns 
in Perth that is listed in the Register of the National Estate. With 
its rich heritage, historical buildings, self-guided walking trails, 
boutique retail sector, cafes, restaurants, heritage, contemporary 
accommodation, and proximity to the Swan Valley, it is a tourism 
destination for many who visit the City of Swan. 

In 2012, the Swan Valley Visitor Centre (SVVC) located in Guildford, 
serviced a record number of more than 62,000 visitors and dealt 
with 250,000 enquiries in total (visitors, telephone, email and 
website). It provided information services, booking facilities, 
and was a starting point for many tourism activities, including 
interpretive and interactive experiences. The SVVC also maintains 
a close relationship with local tourism businesses and provides an 
avenue for increased accommodation and tour bookings.

The SVVC has also been recognised at the WA Tourism Awards, 
picking up its third consecutive Gold Medal in the Visitor 
Information and Services category, securing a position in the 
Tourism Hall of Fame. The centre was then included in the 2012 
Qantas Australian Tourism Awards where it won a Silver Medal. 
These awards are regarded as tourism’s highest honour.
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 8 Patterson Research Group, Swan Valley Visitor Survey, May 2012
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7 Agriculture
As at 30 June 2011, agriculture in the City of Swan covered 
approximately 25,356 hectares of land, had a gross value of $44.1 
million and the number of agricultural businesses was estimated at 
almost 300. This value represented 85% of the value of agricultural 
commodities within Perth’s north east region ($51.8m) and 11% 
of the wider metropolitan which recorded a gross value of $409.3 
million. Of this, crops produced in Swan had a gross value of $24.7 
million representing 79% of the north east region’s crop value and 
10% of the wider metropolitan area. 

There are 35,318 hectares of agricultural land in Perth’s north east 
region and 72% of it is located within the City of Swan which 
had the third highest agricultural production by gross value when 
compared with other metropolitan local government authorities. 

In terms of gross value, the largest agricultural commodity in 
Swan is livestock at $17.7 million with commodities including 
cattle, sheep, pigs, horses and poultry. In Swan, there are more 
than 6,000 head of cattle, almost 1,000 horses, 12,251 sheep 
and hens that produce more than 750,000 dozen eggs for human 
consumption at a gross value of $1.4 million.

The City of Swan also has a thriving equine industry with almost 
1,000 horses, more than 700 of these being at stud. The West 
Australian Equestrian Centre is located in Brigadoon which is 
situated in the hills area to the east of the Great Northern Highway. 

After livestock, nurseries, cut flowers and cultivated turf had a 
gross value of $10.6 million. Nurseries ($7.2m), cut flowers  
($0.2m) and cultivated turf ($3.2m) contribute approximately  
15% to the wider metropolitan area’s gross value of $71.6 million. 
All land in the north east region that is used for nurseries (96 
hectares), cut flowers (8 hectares) and cultivated turf (83 hectares) 
is located within the City’s boundaries.

Top five agricultural commodities by gross value ($m)
in the City of Swan, year ending June 2011 9

Agricultural commodity  City of 
Swan

Greater 
Perth

North east  
metro 
region

Livestock (slaughtered  
and other disposals) 17.7 135.1 18.6

Nurseries and cut flowers  
and cultivated turf 10.6 71.6 15.1

Grapes 10.1 13.0 10.2

Fruit excluding grapes 1.9 49.4 3.5

Livestock products 1.7 20.5 2.2

Grapevines - Grape production in the City of Swan
(Year ended 30 June 2011) 8

Estimate Number of 
businesses

Grapevines for wine production

Area not yet bearing (hectares) 33 15

Area of bearing age (hectares) 461 85

Total area (hectares) 494 86

Production (tonnes) 3,016 85

Yield (tonnes per hectare) 91

Grapevines for table and/or other grape production

Area not yet bearing (hectares) 48 21

Area of bearing age (hectares) 177 53

Total area (hectares) 226 55

Production (tonnes) 1,886 53

Yield (tonnes per hectare) 91  

The City of Swan, or more specifically, the Swan Valley is well 
known for its abundance of vineyards and wineries. 

It is the largest and most productive grape growing area in 
metropolitan Perth and as such is the third largest gross value 
commodity in Swan at $10.1 million. This accounts for 78% 
and 99% of gross value in greater Perth and the north east 
metropolitan area respectively. 

In terms of grapes used for wine production, their gross value 
in Swan is $3.7 million which is 56% of greater Perth and 97% 
of the gross value of wine grapes produced in the north east 
metropolitan area.

Total grape production (wine and table) in the Swan region 
equates to approximately 4,835 tonnes. This represents 6.4% of 
the total yield (tonnes) of Western Australia (74,900), 67.2% of 

the metropolitan area (7,200) and 98.6% of the north east region 
(4,900) of Perth.

Grapes for wine production produced approximately 3,000 
tonnes with a yield estimated at 43 tonnes per hectare. In the 
metropolitan area, all grapes used for other purposes (e.g. table 
grapes) are grown in the City of Swan, have a gross value of 
$6.4 million, and produce approximately 1,900 tonnes with an 
estimated yield of 91 tonnes per hectare.

After grapes, strawberries grown primarily in the Bullsbrook area 
contribute $1.4 million and citrus fruits (oranges, lemons and 
mandarins) account for $0.5 million toward the total gross value 
of fruit being produced in Swan. In terms of the production of 
fruit, vegetables, nuts and grains in Perth’s north east region, 
100% of all wheat and barley for grain, canola, cauliflowers, 
lettuce, pumpkins, olives and passionfruit are grown within Swan’s 
boundaries. It is estimated that there are more than 32,000 
orchard fruit and nut trees in the north east region of Perth and 
approximately 70% of these (21,676) are located within the City of 
Swan of which almost 9,000 are olive trees located primarily in the 
Gidgegannup area. 

9 ABS,7121: Agricultural Commodities, Australia, 2010-11 and, ABS,7503: Value of Agricultural Commodities Produced, Australia, 2010-11 (Released Nov.2012)
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10 Forecast.id

8 Outlook
The City of Swan continues to be one of the fastest growing 
local government areas in metropolitan Perth with the growth 
not confined to residential areas alone. The City’s business 
and industry sectors have also experienced significant growth, 
particularly in the last 10 years with ongoing development 
in the Malaga industrial area, new investment and industrial 
development in Hazelmere, and expansion of the retail and 
commercial areas in Midland and Ellenbrook. 

With three new neighbourhood centres planned for the Urban 
Growth Corridor and the prospect of additional land being made 
available for industrial use in Bullsbrook, Ellenbrook, Hazelmere 
and Whiteman over the next 10 years, the City offers significant 
opportunities for residents, workers, investors and businesses, now 
and into the future.

8.1 Residential Growth
With the average annual population growth estimated to maintain 
a rate of approximately 2.5%, the number of residents in Swan 
is forecast to swell from around 120,000 in 2012 to more than 
210,000 by 2036. In 2012, the total population of the City of Swan 
was estimated to be 117,285. Population forecasts indicate that this 
is expected to increase by approximately 53,000 persons to more 
than 170,000 by 2024 and by another 42,000 persons to a resident 
population exceeding 212,000 in 2036. 

The largest areas of growth are expected in the City’s local 
planning areas of Ellenbrook, Bullsbrook and the Urban Growth 

Corridor with an additional 20,000, 21,000 and 37,000 persons 
respectively by 2036. Over the same period, these areas are also 
forecast to have the largest increase in the number of dwellings 
with approximately 8,200 new homes being built in Ellenbrook, 
another 8,000 in Bullsbrook and almost 12,000 new homes in the 
Urban Growth Corridor. Throughout the City of Swan, the average 
household size is forecast to reduce slightly from 2.75 to 2.70 
persons, however, as seen in the table below, it is expected that 
the average household size will increase in the Bullsbrook and 
Urban Growth Corridor Place areas. 

Forecast Population and Housing 2012 - 203610 

Population Dwellings Household size

2012 2024 2036 2012 2024 2036 2012 2024 2036

City of Swan 117,285 170,270 212,467 43,178 62,419 79,043 2.75 2.75 2.70

Local Planning Areas

Altone 22,530 21,999 22,456 7,984 8,252 8,500 2.85 2.70 2.68

Ballajura 20,007 19,884 19,679 6,625 6,766 6,910 3.09 3.00 2.91

Bullsbrook 5,284 9,177 26,483 2,015 3,523 9,894 2.66 2.65 2.71

Ellenbrook 29,125 47,534 49,258 10,266 17,040 18,439 2.92 2.84 2.69

Gidgegannup 3,377 4,348 8,570 1,335 1,767 3,313 2.61 2.52 2.60

Guildford 5,938 6,910 7,875 2,357 2,862 3,317 2.41 2.32 2.29

Midland 12,935 15,876 17,631 5,919 7,197 7,995 2.20 2.20 2.17

Noranda 1,479 1,574 1,805 553 608 692 2.80 2.69 2.69

Swan Valley 5,474 5,721 5,983 2,044 2,164 2,284 2.58 2.55 2.54

Swan View 10,238 11,869 14,568 3,754 4,495 5,526 2.75 2.66 2.67

Urban Growth Corridor 899 25,377 38,156 327 7,746 12,174 2.76 3.27 3.13

117,285 170,270 212,467 43,178 62,419 79,043

Town Centres

Ellenbrook Town Centre 380 3,219 5,335 185 1,141 1,951 1.76 2.68 2.57

Midland CBD 1,376 2,806 3,117 726 1,323 1,525 1.94 2.19 2.10
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11 ABS (3128.0) Regional Population Growth, Australia, 2011 
12 ABS, Births, Summary, Statistical Area Level 2, Western Australia–2006 to 2011 

13 Planning WA, Sub-Regional Plan for the Swan Urban Growth Corridor (http://www.planning.wa.gov.au/publications/1192.asp) 
14 City of Swan, 2013, Population and Housing Forecasts (http://forecast2.id.com.au/Default.aspx?id=223&pg=5210)
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8.1.1 Ellenbrook

8.1.2 Urban Growth Corridor

Development of Ellenbrook commenced in 1992 and since then 
has been one of the fastest growing residential developments 
in Western Australia. In 2011, the ABS named the Ellenbrook 
statistical area as having the largest population growth in Western 
Australia with an increase of 17,700 people11 in the ten years to 
2011. In the ABS Birth Summary 2006 - 201112 , the Ellenbrook 
statistical area is shown with an annual rate of 119 births in 2006 
steadily increasing to 235 births in 2010. In 2011 however, the 
number of births in Ellenbrook more than doubled to 522 bringing 
the total number of births during the period to 1,589. 

Ellenbrook now has a population of approximately 30,000 residents 
who live in “villages” clustered around the town centre. There 
are eight villages known locally as Woodlake Village, The Bridges, 
Coolamon, Morgan Fields, Charlotte’s Vineyard, Malvern Springs, 
Altis and the recently released Annie’s Landing, the final village in 
the development schedule.

The 2011 Census shows that more than 82% of all households in 
Ellenbrook are family households and 56% of these are households 
with children. It also shows that almost 90% of the population 
is aged less than 55 however it is the strong contingent of 25-
44 year olds considered in concert with the 0-14 year olds that 
provides clear indication of large numbers of young couples with 
children living in the Ellenbrook area. 

Population and housing forecasts for the area indicate that high 
growth will continue with an increase of approximately 20,000 
people and an additional 8,200 dwellings expected by 2036. 
Indicative of an area with young families, the largest growth in 
the 10 years to 2021 is expected to be in the 0-4 and 5-9 year age 
groups with almost 3,500 additional children. 

Ellenbrook’s town centre can also expect its population to grow 
from less than 200 people in 2011 to almost 5,500 people by 
2036. In the 10 years to 2021, the majority of growth is forecast to 
be in the 0-4 year olds as well as the 25-29 and 30-34 year olds 
indicating an increase in the number of young couples starting 
their families in the town centre.

Occupying 150 hectares, the Ellenbrook town centre provides 
shopping, office, entertainment and community services to 
a regional catchment of approximately 70,000 people. When 
completed, the town centre will have a net leasable area of 
approximately 217,000 square metres for retail, commercial 
and light industrial uses all of which will provide business and 
employment opportunities to the local population. 

The 2011 Census (Place of Work) showed 3,300 people employed 
in the Ellenbrook statistical area. Whilst about 70% of these 
workers live within the City of Swan’s boundaries, the most 
positive sign for this rapidly growing area is that almost 60% of 
people who work in Ellenbrook also live in Ellenbrook.

The top three areas of employment are in Education and Training, 
Retail, and the Accommodation and Food Services industries 
which together provide more than half (53%) of all employment 
opportunities in the statistical area. With 30% of the population 
being less than 15 years of age, it comes as no surprise that 
Education and Training is the largest industry of employment in 
the Ellenbrook area and as indicated above, it is likely that this will 
continue for some time.

The Urban Growth Corridor (UGC) is located 7 kilometres north 
west of Midland and 20 kilometres (at its most southern extent) 
from the Perth central business district. The UGC encompasses 
1,100 hectares and stretches approximately 14 kilometres from 
Caversham in the south to Ellenbrook in the north. Suburbs located 
within the UGC include West Swan (West), Caversham and the 
three new suburbs of Bennett Springs, Brabham and Dayton which 
were formally named in 2011. 

With its eastern edge also forming the western boundary of the 
Swan Valley Planning Act 1995 area, the UGC is situated wholly 
outside of the Swan Valley.

 The State Government has identified the UGC as a critical 
development front to accommodate much of the growth in the 
Perth metropolitan area. The Swan Urban Growth Corridor Sub-
regional Structure Plan13 was prepared by the State in 2009 and 
projections at that time estimated a population of 33,000 with 
approximately 12,500 residential lots being developed over a 
period of approximately 25 years. More recent population forecasts 
indicate that the UGC will become home to more than 38,00014 
residents by 2036. 

 
 

As could be expected for a new urban development area, the 
2011 Census recorded less than 1,000 residents in the UGC, 
however the population is forecast to grow rapidly and by 2020, 
it is expected that more than 15,000 people will live there. The 
population forecasts for this area also indicate that by 2020 there 
will be many young families with large cohorts of 0-14 and 25-39 
year olds who together will represent approximately 60% of the 
UGC’s population.

With such rapid population growth, it is important that 
opportunities for business and employment are available and 
to this extent, neighbourhood centres are expected to provide 
approximately 4,300 jobs, the largest being in Brabham with 
approximately 10,000 square metres of retail net leasable space 
and three local centres each of 300-520 square metres. The three 
local centres and approximately 5,000 square metres of the large 
neighbourhood centre are expected to be developed within the 
next eight years.

The Dayton development (east of Lord Street) proposes a 
neighbourhood centre with approximately 5,000 square metres 
of retail net leasable space and a service commercial area of 
approximately 12 hectares. A neighbourhood centre is also 
envisaged in the Caversham development area. 
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15 Economic and Employment Lands Strategy: non-heavy industrial, Perth metropolitan and Peel regions, April 2012 

16 Australian Business Register, April 2013: Active ABNs with business address in Hazelmere 
17 City of Swan, http://www.swan.wa.gov.au/Our_City/Corporate_Publications/City_Plans_and_Strategies  

8.2.1 Hazelmere

The 1,241 hectare Hazelmere industrial area is located immediately 
north east of Perth Airport and south of the Midland town centre. 
As such, its location provides access to air and rail freight transport 
as well as ready access to major road transport routes including 
the Tonkin, Roe, Reid, Great Northern and Great Eastern highways.

In recent years, the area has seen significant growth with a 
number of high profile companies of national and international 
standing choosing Hazelmere as the ideal location to invest and 
establish their businesses. There are 335 registered businesses16 in 
Hazelmere, the majority (19%) being in the construction industry 

followed by 17% of businesses in the transport, postal and 
warehousing industry division.

The Hazelmere Enterprise Area Structure Plan17 (HEASP) was 
endorsed by the WA Planning Commission in October 2011 
and provides a structural framework to guide future planning 
and decision making that optimises Hazelmere in a sustainable 
way so it responds to the sensitive environmental features and 
surrounding residential areas. Zoning for those areas identified in 
the HEASP are subject to the WAPC initiating an amendment to the 
Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS).

8.2 Industrial and Commercial Growth
The City of Swan has a strong industrial, commercial and retail 
business sector with its major retail and commercial areas 
located in the strategic metropolitan centre of Midland and 
a secondary centre in Ellenbrook, both of which have grown 
significantly in recent years.  
 

The City’s industrial areas have also experienced strong growth, 
particularly in the well established industrial area of Malaga and 
more recently in the Hazelmere industrial area. As outlined in 
the following table, the medium to long term future of industry 
within Swan has potential for significant growth with other 
areas within the City’s boundaries being proposed as non-heavy 
industrial sites by the State Government15.

Further planning and environmental investigations are required 
for all of the identified sites and the exact area and configuration 
of these sites are subject to change.

The proximity of these potential industrial sites to the City’s 
urban areas of rapid population growth and existing transport 
routes has the potential to sustain levels of economic growth and 
address local employment needs on a long term basis. 

Potential non-heavy industrial sites

Location with the City of Swan Current Zoning Status (MRS) Gross Area (hectares)

Potential medium term non-heavy industrial sites (4 - 10 years)

Hazelmere South Rural 100

Whiteman Rural 85

North Ellenbrook Rural 2,428

Bullsbrook South * Industrial 471

Potential long term non-heavy industrial sites - strategic landbank sites (10 years +)

Bullsbrook Townsite Precinct (North) Rural 115

Total gross area = 3,199

Note: The areas provided in this table exclude land that already is zoned “industrial” in the Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS).  

Please note that the total areas of these sites are still subject to investigation.

* Although zoned industrial, development will be subject to availability of infrastructure and structure plans.
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8.2.3 Malaga

8.2.4 Midland

Covering an area of 660 hectares, Malaga is a major industrial 
area located just 13 kilometres from the Perth CBD and 19 
kilometres from the Kewdale interstate road/rail freight terminals 
and Perth’s international and domestic airports. Major transport 
networks nearby include the Reid, Roe and Tonkin Highways and 
the Mitchell Freeway. 

Malaga is the City’s primary employment centre. Since its 
commencement in the mid-1980’s, Malaga has grown to a point 

where there are now more than 3,000 businesses19 providing 
employment for 15,50020 workers, approximately 20% of 
them being City of Swan residents. The top four industries of 
employment (Manufacturing, Construction, Wholesale Trade and 
Retail) together employ about 70% of all workers in Malaga. 

A recent Retail Needs Analysis has shown that almost 20% of retail 
turnover within the City of Swan can be attributed to spending in 
the “homemaker” retail sector in Malaga.

Midland is the Strategic Metropolitan Centre for the north east 
sub-region as determined by the Department of Planning and 
Western Australian Planning Commission in the “Directions 
2031” publication. It is also the established home of the City’s 
Administration and Operations centres.

The 2011 Census shows Midland as the City of Swan’s second 
largest employment centre (after Malaga) with almost 12,000 
workers. As the biggest retail centre in the north eastern area of 
metropolitan Perth, it is not surprising that the Retail Trade sector 
provides the largest number of employment opportunities with 
almost one quarter (23%) of Midland’s workers employed in this 
industry. As the location of the State’s largest police complex and 
a number of other government departments and agencies, the 
Public Administration and Safety industry is the second largest 

employment sector in the area providing employment for 20% of 
people who work in Midland.

Managed by the Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority 
(MRA) in partnership with the City of Swan, an urban renewal 
program which includes a new hospital, a General Practice (GP) 
Super Clinic with associated speciality and support medical 
services, new residential and commercial developments are 
well underway in Midland. It is expected that this program will 
provide significant economic benefits to the region and create 
thousands of additional jobs. 

Planning for the precinct east of Cale Street is currently underway 
to facilitate a proposed major expansion of the Midland Gate 
shopping centre which, with private investment, will further 
strengthen Midland’s role as a strategic metropolitan centre. 

18 Australian Business Register, April 2013: Active ABNs with business address in Bullsbrook 
19 Australian Business Register, April 2013: Active ABNs with business address in Malaga 
20 ABS 2011 Census, Place of Work, Main Statistical Areas in Swan (Malaga)

8.2.2 Bullsbrook

The town of Bullsbrook is located on the Great Northern Highway, 
25 kilometres north of Midland. It is well serviced by the major 
transport networks of the Great Northern Highway and Railway 
Parade/Brand Highway to the north, Chittering Road to the east, 
and Neaves Road to the west. 

In 2008, the Bullsbrook Rural Service Centre was released with 37 
lots providing expansion of the commercial and light industrial land 
use capability of Bullsbrook. There are 1,143 registered businesses18 
in Bullsbrook, the majority (23.2%) being in the construction 
industry followed by 12.6% of businesses in the Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fishing industry and 9.5% in the Transport, Postal and 
Warehousing industry division. 

More than 1,600 people work in the Bullsbrook statistical area 
with almost 50% also being residents of the area. The top three 
industries of employment are in Public Administration and Safety 
(28%) followed by Manufacturing (15%) and Education and 
Training which provides employment for 9% of people who work 
in Bullsbrook. 

Further opportunity for additional industrial, commercial and 
residential growth in Bullsbrook is currently being emphasised 
in planning being conducted by both the City of Swan and the 
Department of Planning. 
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8.2.5 Midland Health Campus

8.2.6 Midland Oval

8.2.7 Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority

Due for completion in 2015, construction of a new 307 bed public 
hospital and a 60 bed private hospital on the Midland health 
campus site is well underway. On completion, it will be the fourth 
largest general hospital in Western Australia. The new hospital’s 
prime location on the northern side of Clayton Street will provide 

strong activity in the precinct with pedestrian links to the Midland 
train station and the city centre.

The health campus will provide opportunities for associated uses 
and relationship development with other organisations such as 
education and training facilities and aged care accommodation.

Comprising 6.6 hectares of municipal landholdings, the City is 
committed to the redevelopment of Midland Oval into a vibrant 
mixed use commercial, residential, retail and community precinct. 

Building on past studies and community consultations, planning for 
this precinct is underway.

The Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA) is a State 
Government planning and development agency set up to revitalise 
and redevelop various areas throughout the metropolitan 
area creating a distinctive sense of character and place that is 
transforming and redefining key areas of metropolitan Perth for 
future generations. In Midland, the MRA area comprises some 
256 hectares, primarily based around the historic Midland Railway 
Workshops. An independent economic impact report showed that 
over a 20 year period, the redevelopment of Midland will inject 
$1.22 billion into the local economy and create about 7,500 jobs21 .

Working closely with the City of Swan, the MRA has created new 
residential and commercial subdivisions, rehabilitated the old 

Midland Railway Workshops, built apartments, cafes, restaurants 
and shops in Juniper Gardens and revitalised Midland with 
landscaping, street furniture and public art creating a new cultural 
and entertainment precinct.

The revitalisation of Midland is bringing widespread economic, 
social and environmental benefits to the region whilst dramatically 
enhancing Midland’s rich heritage and breathing new life into 
cultural landmarks such as the iconic Midland Railway Workshops. 

The award winning Midland redevelopment area is well 
progressed, with planning control for almost 50% of the area 
returned to the City of Swan for ongoing management.

21 Midland Redevelopment Authority, www.mra.wa.gov.au
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9 Online Resources
Complimentary to this document, the City of Swan has a range of comprehensive online resources that can assist in planning and 
research activities. All of these resources are available to the public free of charge from the City’s website at  
http://www.swan.wa.gov.au/Our_City/About_Swan/Demographics_and_Statistics. 

The City of Swan is also in the process of creating a dedicated business website which will provide a range of information to help 
business owners and investors operate in the City of Swan. This website is due for release in 2013/14.

The community profile presents the population and housing characteristics of the Swan community, how they have changed 
over time and how they compare to other areas. It assists Council, the general public, students, community groups, business and 
investors to become more informed about the community. The profile presents data from the 1991, 1996, 2001, 2006 and 2011 
ABS Census of Population and Housing for the entire Swan local government area as well as each of its Place areas. The data is 
presented in easy to use tables, charts and commentary to answer to majority of frequently asked socio-demographic questions.

The economic profile draws on a variety of sources of economic data to profile the characteristics of Swan’s local economy, how it 
compares to other areas and how it is changing over time. It enables users to accurately describe the economy, explore linkages 
across the economy and promote the region. The economic profile answers the majority of frequently asked economic questions 
and assists Council, businesses, investors, the general public, students and community groups to become more informed about the 
local economy.

The social atlas presents key socio-demographic characteristics for the City of Swan in a series of interactive maps. Based on data 
from the 2011 Census of Population and Housing (ABS), each map is prepared using the finest level of detail to help identify spatial 
patterns and trends in the area.

The population forecasts outline the drivers of population change and forecasts how population, age structure and household types 
will change across the City of Swan and within its Place areas between 2006 and 2036. The data are presented in easy to use tables, 
charts and commentary and is designed to inform community groups, Council, investors, business, students and the general public.

IntraMaps is a geographical information system (GIS) that provides an interactive online mapping facility that allows users to 
search for property information in the City of Swan. IntraMaps will enable you to search on any legal property within the City of 
Swan using a simple address search or by navigating to a property of interest using the tool set provided. A range of information 
is provided on each property including zoning, residential codes, electoral, addressing and aerial photography and all maps can be 
printed to scale. It is located under Maps at the top of the home page of the City of Swan website at www.swan.wa.gov.au.

community
profile

profile.id

population
 forecasts

ffooreecast..iid

economic
profile

econnoomy.idd

social
atlas

atlaas.id

IntraMaps
enterprise  •  public  •  mobile
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