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THINKING GREEN
2022 JANUARY TO MARCH 
BIRAK AND BUNURU
Thinking Green is a series of free community sustainable living 
workshops presented by the City of Swan.
The series aims to inspire participants to change their lifestyle, improve their 
wellbeing and be kinder to the environment. It includes workshops related to 
waste avoidance and reduction, water and energy conservation and efficiency, 
emission reduction, sustainable transport, sustainable gardening, and biodiversity 
conservation.
Most of our workshops are suitable for adults and young people aged 12 years  
and older but we also cater for children and families. Check event descriptions  
for more details.
If you need to cancel, we ask for 48 hours warning to allow those on the  
waiting list the opportunity to attend. Please do not attend if you are unwell.
Check out a timetable of events and the full program online at  
www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen

This document can be made available in alternative formats on request. 
Printed on 100% recycled paper
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

Join Lindsay Miles from Treading My Own Path to delve into the realm of 
“stuff” – why we have too much of it, and the benefits of less. 
We’ll dispel the common myths about decluttering, along with the common excuses that 
hold people back, and discover that decluttering (when done right) can be good for the 
planet. We’ll explore local options for donating items, the second-hand economy and 
community reuse initiatives, letting items go responsibly and avoiding landfill. We’ll cover 
how to make better choices in future to keep our stuff at bay.

Suitable for adults and young people aged 12 and over.

Old Midland Courthouse
49 Helena Street, Midland
Wednesday, January 19, 5.30 – 6.30pm

Beechboro Public Library
332 Benara Road, Beechboro
Thursday, February 24, 5.30 – 6.30pm

LESS STUFF - 
SUSTAINABLE DECLUTTERING

Free  workshop!
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

INTRO TO PRESERVING 
AND FERMENTATION

Join Mee Cheng Wong to discover what you can preserve and ferment, 
the benefits for the environment and your health,  
and how to do so at home.  
Mee will go over the varieties in methods of how to preserve and ferment, the equipment 
and ingredients required, food safety including hygiene and storage, and basic recipes for 
sauerkraut and kimchi. There will also be a demonstration of how to make kimchi, some 
sampling and time for Q&A.

Suitable for adults and youth aged 12 years and over.

Bullsbrook Public Library
3 Maroubra Avenue, Bullsbrook
Tuesday, February 8, 10.30am – 12pm 

Gidgegannup Hall
2171 Old Toodyay Road
Saturday, March 19, 9 - 10.30am 

Beechboro Public Library
332 Benara Road, Beechboro
Thursday, March 24, 5 – 6.30pm

Guildford Town Hall
97 - 99 James Street, Guildford
Saturday, March 26, 10.30am – 12pm

Free  workshop!

Image courtesy of Mee Cheng Wong.
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

BE A GREAT SORT + 
DIY BATH SALTS FOR 
VALENTINE,S DAY
Find out how to reduce what you put in your landfill bin and get  
any questions about the City of Swan’s waste system answered.  
You’ll also learn how to make some low waste bath salts to take 
home – a perfect gift for Valentine’s Day! 

BE A GREAT SORT
To reduce what you put in your landfill bin and be a GREAT Sort:
• Gift items to charity, swap or sell
• Recycle these 5: paper, cardboard, cans, plastic and glass  

(containers, bottles and jars)
• Earth-cycle food scraps and garden waste
• Avoid excess packaging
• Take to drop off points
City of Swan staff from the Waste Services and Sustainable Environment teams will share 
information which will enable you take the next step in your GREAT Sort journey. 
This includes by sharing details on the facilities, programs and resources available in the 
City (including our current two bin system and future third bin for FOGO, recycling centres, 
tip shop, Worm Farm Subsidy, Plastic Free July, community workshops, DIY instruction 
sheets and more) and answering any questions you have about waste and recycling.

DIY BATH SALTS
Finish up the session by making some low waste, cost effective and customised bath salts 
with essential oils. Great for relaxing at the end of the day, soothing sore muscles or as a 
gift to someone special in your life.

Beechboro Public Library
332 Benara Road, Beechboro
Thursday, February 10, 5 - 6.30pm
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

SUSTAINABLY STYLISH
+ CLOTHES SWAP

Sustainably Stylish
Join Ciara Lowe-Thiedeman and Loraine Martin to learn how to dress more sustainably, 
shop mindfully and tackle common pre-loved shopping stigma. Learn to repair, rewear and 
repurpose clothing, and discover the key to becoming sustainably stylish: understanding 
your personal style. You’ll also get some great tips and tricks to help you do good, look 
good and feel good.

As the second largest polluter in the world, the fashion industry has a disastrous 
environmental impact. But it’s not all bad. By 2028 pre-loved clothing sales are expected  
to outrank traditional retail sales.

Ciara Lowe-Thiedeman is a London qualified, award-winning stylist with a passion for 
teaching people to do good and feel good while looking good. In her image consulting 
business, The Style Counsellor, she teaches clients to use personal style as a means to 
know and show who they are, sustainably. 

Loraine Martin was an experienced wholesale fashion agent, but after noticing the industry 
began to prioritise quantity over quality, she lost enjoyment in her role. Loraine's passion 
for fashion remained, leading her to seek retail fashion alternatives. She now educates 
people about how our purchasing choices can make a big difference.
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

Free  workshop!

Old Midland Courthouse 
49 Helena Street, Midland
Saturday, February 12, workshop 10.30am – 12pm, clothes swap 12 – 1pm 

Ellenbrook Community Library
90 Main Street, Ellenbrook
Saturday, February 19, workshop 10.30am – 12pm, clothes swap 12 – 1pm

Clothes Swap
Bring along the items you don’t wear anymore (lurkers) and swap them for preloved, 
new to you items (workers) which will refresh your wardrobe. The clothes swap will be a 
practical application of all you just learnt in the presentation. More details on what you can 
bring and how the swap will work will be provided upon registration. This Clothes Swap 
will be run by the Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council (EMRC).
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

Learn about the Great Cocky Count and how you can get involved. 
The Great Cocky Count is a long-term citizen science survey and the biggest single survey 
for black-cockatoos in Western Australia. During one night in autumn, volunteers monitor 
and count black-cockatoos as they arrive at dusk to roost  
at known sites. 

Records submitted from across the southwest provide a snapshot of threatened black-
cockatoo populations, and over time this has helped us quantify the changes  
in their numbers.

During this workshop, participants will learn about the three species of black-cockatoos in 
southwest WA, their identification, biology, ecology, behaviour,  
threats and how to get involved with the survey. Presented by BirdLife WA. 

Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month before workshop 
date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online.

Old Midland Courthouse
49 Helena Street, Midland
Wednesday, February 16, 5.30 – 7.00pm

The Great 
Cocky Count

Image courtesy of Keith Lightbody

Free  workshop!
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

Sustainable Environment Events E-newsletter
If you want to stay up to date with all our environment and sustainability focussed 
activities and events, you can sign up to the monthly Sustainable Environment 
Events E-newsletter by visiting www.swan.wa.gov.au/subscribe. You’ll get the 
latest Thinking Green and Nature Know-How updates, as well as info about other 
activities, groups and news.

City of Swan Libraries 
There’s always plenty happening in our libraries! Visit www.swanlibraries.com.au 
to see a full list of workshops and classes running across all libraries within the City 
of Swan, and you can save your interests and preferences so you’re the first to hear 
about upcoming events. You can also join the Swan Library Community Facebook 
group to discuss upcoming programs and take part in online activities.

WANT TO HEAR MORE
ABOUT ACTIVITIES 
AND EVENTS?
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

Printed on 100% Recycled Paper

The City of Swan has partnered with Keep Australia 
Beautiful to support the Adopt-a-Spot litter program 
in Perth's eastern region.
The Adopt-a-Spot program is a simple way to volunteer a few hours to do your 
bit for a cleaner environment. You will receive free resources to help, insurance 
cover and an Adoption Certificate. 

The Adopt-a-Spot program encourages community-focused organisations and 
individuals to keep their local environment clean by adopting a site in the local 
area to look after and keep litter-free.

Participants adopt a site to keep litter-free for two years and agree to do three 
to four clean ups per year. 

To register call the Adopt-a-Spot Program Coordinator on 6467 5339 or visit  
Keep Australia Beautiful's Adopt-a-Spot www.kabc.wa.gov.au/adoptaspot

Are you interested in keeping
your local environment clean? 
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

Meet people with a similar passion? 
Conserve and restore natural environment? 
Become a Friends Group Member! 
A Friends Group consists of a few people working together informally to  
conserve and protect a local reserve under the management of City of Swan. 

Want to learn more about 
WA’s unique bushland?

Being in a Friends Group allows you to:
• Meet new people with a similar 

environmental passion
• Learn about WA's unique bushland

• Conserve and restore the  
natural environment

• Get active and enjoy the outdoors!

The City of Swan supports Friends Groups by providing:
• Environmental and technical advice
• Training and education
• Funding and budget assistance

• Seedlings to plant in the reserve
• Insurance and safety gear.

Activities you can get involved with include:
• Planting native trees
• Weed and rubbish removal
• Dieback control

• Protecting and restoring habitat  
for native species

• Creekline restoration.

If you would like to form a Friends Group or join one in your area,  
please contact the City's Coordinator Natural Environmental Maintenance  
on 9267 9443 for more information.
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

The City of Swan has partnered with Switch your 
thinking, a local government sustainability initiative 
that inspires sustainable action to reduce local 
greenhouse gas emissions.
Switch your thinking runs community events, delivers projects, provides up to date 
and locally relevant information and negotiates discounts on sustainable products.

Rewards for residents provides discounts through selected suppliers on products and 
services such as:

• solar panels and batteries
• rainwater tanks
• pool blankets
• energy and water audits
• compost bins
• soil improvement 
• electric bike accessories, and more.
Businesses can get discounts through the Rewards for business program and can 
also nominate to be a part of Switched on business which celebrates sustainability 
initiatives in local business.

To find out more and to check out other great projects, 
visit switchyourthinking.com or call 9397 3209.

REWARDS FOR
RESIDENTS



CONTACT US
Spaces are limited and bookings for all 
programs are essential.

Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/nature  
to register, or contact the City of Swan.

Ballajura Public Library
(08) 9207 8686

Beechboro Public Library
(08) 9207 8585

Bullsbrook Public Library
(08) 9207 8989

Ellenbrook Community Library
(08) 9207 8787

Guildford Public Library
(08) 9207 8880

Midland Public Library
(08) 9267 9020

Non-Library Workshops
(08) 9267 9282

This document can be made available in 
alternative formats on request. 

Printed on 100% recycled paper
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Nature Know-how 
2022 January to March 
Birak and Bunuru
Nature know-how is a free series of hands-on, skills-based 
workshops and informative presentations, hosted across the City’s 
libraries and bushland reserves and designed for Friends Group 
volunteers, environmental enthusiasts and anyone wanting to 
increase their knowledge and skills! Come along to learn how to 
manage and improve bushland and conserve biodiversity.
The series is suitable for adults and young people aged 12 and over.  
Some workshops vary, so check the workshop description for more information.

If you need to cancel, we ask for 48 hours warning to allow those on the waiting 
 list the opportunity to attend. Please do not attend if you are unwell. 

Check out a timetable of events and the full program online at 
 www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen

This document can be made available in alternative formats on request. 
Printed on 100% recycled paper
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

Where does water come from and where does it go? Find out and 
make catchment model to see how it all works!
Join Cathy Levett at this interactive session to learn about water quality and catchment 
processes, dip into trays of pond water to look for insect larvae and other small animals 
which can be identified using iscope microscopes and charts, and calculate the health of 
the pond by the types of macroinvertebrates discovered.

Suitable for ages 8 to 12.

Beechboro Public Library
332 Benara Road, Beechboro
Friday, January 7, 10 – 11.30am 

Ballajura Public Library
1 Kingfisher Avenue, Ballajura
Tuesday, January 18, 10 – 11.30am

Old Midland Courthouse
49 Helena Street, Midland
Tuesday, 25 January, 10 – 11.30am

We all live in a
catchment 
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

Meet some educational animals of the scaly variety and learn about 
what reptile species are found locally, how to stay safe while caring 
for our slithery friends and what to do if you find injured reptiles.
The City of Swan is home to a variety of reptiles - join Native Animal Rescue, a not-for-
profit organisation located in the City of Swan, to learn about different snake and lizard 
species, what habitat they prefer, how you can care for them naturally without causing 
harm, how to safely and humanely relocate reptiles and what to do if you find an injured 
reptile or native animal.

Guildford Town Hall
97 - 99 James Street, Guildford
Friday, January 14, 10 – 11.30am

Ellenbrook Community Library
90 Main Street, Ellenbrook
Wednesday, January 19, 11.30am – 1pm

Bullsbrook Public Library 
3 Maroubra Avenue, Bullsbrook
Friday, January 21, 10 – 11.30am

Scaly and slithery - 
reptile meet and greet

Suitable for all ages
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

Talitha Huston will talk about her book ‘Backyard Birds of the Perth 
Hills’, photography tips and where/how to find your local birds.
When she was aged between 14 and16 years old, Talitha secretly put together a book 
which she had professionally printed and presented it to her parents as a Christmas 
present. It includes hand painted maps, beautiful photos (taken by Talitha), an identification 
guide, skittish rating and photography tips. 

Talitha will talk about the process of putting the book together, share photography tips, 
discuss bird call identification and the identification of easily confused birds, and show a 
video on local birds she has produced.

Suitable for adults and youth aged 12 years and over.

Old Midland Courthouse
49 Helena Street, Midland
Wednesday, February 2, 5.30 – 6.30pm

Bullsbrook Public Library
3 Maroubra Avenue, Bullsbrook
Thursday, March 17, 5.30 – 6.30pm

Birds of the 
Perth Hills



Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online 17

Take a relaxing stroll through a patch of lovely local bushland  
and discover plenty of interesting facts about flora and fauna along 
the way. 
Karen from Life in the Bush will guide this fun, engaging and informative bushwalk, 
linking local species with the season of Bunuru (Second summer: February-March), the 
season of adolescence. Karen will help identify and share her knowledge of native plants 
and animals likely to be seen on the day, and keep an eye out for evidence of hidden 
animals too. During the walk Karen will discuss topics relevant to bushland biodiversity and 
conservation, such as weather, soil, fungi, plant and animal associations, human impacts, 
dieback, fire, invasive weeds and feral animals.

Suitable for all ages, however the walk is about 2.5kms and will require a moderate level 
of fitness. 

Bells Rapids
Orlov Trail, Cathedral Ave, Brigadoon - park in the Cathedral Avenue upper carpark
Saturday, March 5, 9 – 10.30am

Suitable for all ages

Seasonal bushland
appreciation walk 

Image courtesy of Ella Hackleton
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Places are limited, so bookings are essential. Registrations open one month 
before workshop date. Visit www.swan.wa.gov.au/thinkgreen to book online

Learn how to build a bandicoot bungalow and help these cute critters 
by installing several in a patch of bush.
Join members of the Susannah Brook Catchment Group and environmental enthusiast, 
David Broadhurst, to learn how to build homes for Southern Brown Bandicoots (also called 
Quenda). Providing artificial habitat for these small mammals can assist their survival 
in areas where they face threats such as predation by introduced species like foxes, and 
where there may not be sufficient suitable natural habitat. The bungalows built and 
installed during this session will help local bandicoots in the Susannah Brook bushland.

As well as teaching you how to build the homes this session, we will go over why they 
are designed the way they are, where to place them, basic bandicoot behaviour and 
considerations such as fire risk. The bungalows can be built relatively low cost and using 
salvaged materials. This session will be hands-on; attendees will try their hand at building 
and installing homes and will leave with a material and instruction sheet to enable them 
to build bandicoot bungalows on their own property or with their environmental volunteer 
group.

Please note: a walk of approximately 500m is required to access an appropriate site for 
the bungalow to be built by the group.

Susannah Brook Reserve
Strawberry Hill Road, Gidgegannup
Saturday, March 26, 9 – 11.30am 

Build a 
bandicoot
bungalow

Suitable for all ages


